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One  to  be  ready 

Anna's  special  ball 


Read  again  the  story  "Anna’s  Special  Ball”  on  page  14  of  your  reader.  As  you  read,  watch  for  the 
words  that  tell  you  what  Anna  did  and  when  she  did  them.  Then  fill  in  the  picture-word  map 


in  the  order  that  things  happened. 


What  happened  next? 
Draw  it  here. 


(§||  What  did  Anna  do  next? 
(Up  Write  it  here. _ 


Anna  opened  her  box. 


Where  did  Anna  go  next? 
What  did  she  do  there? 
Write  it  here. 


UNDERSTANDING  SEQUENCE  AND  STRUCTURE 


Where  did  Anna  go  next? 

Draw  her  and  whoever  was  with  her. 


What  happened  next? 
Write  it  here _ 


Where  did  Anna  and  her  friends  go  last? 
Write  it  here  and  draw  what  happened. 
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How  does  it  sound? 


That  night  when  Anna  was  going  to  sleep,  she  decided  to  make  a  wish.  She  wished  for  another 
sunny  day  tomorrow.  She  thought  of  a  new  skipping  chant: 

Weatherman,  weatherman,  watch  the  sky. 

Weatherman,  weatherman,  don’t  tell  a  lie. 

Weatherman,  weatherman,  don’t  say  ram. 

Weatherman,  weatherman,  turn  ’round  again. 

Why  would  Anna  have  thought  of  that  particular  kind  of  chant? 


Look  at  page  16  of  the  story  in  your  reader.  Does  Anna’s  new  chant  seem  similar  to  any  of  the 
chants  on  page  16?  If  so,  tell  how  it  is  similar.  (Hint:  Think  about  the  way  the  chant  sounds.  Think 
about  any  words  that  appear  more  than  once.  Think  about  the  rhyme.) 
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Making  a  paper  horse 

Judith  and  Amy  were  trying  to  think  of  an  interesting  activity  for  a  rainy  afternoon. 

"Do  you  want  to  see  my  book  about  origami'?’’’  asked  Judith. 

Amy  look  at  her  friend  and  wrinkled  her  nose. 

Judith  giggled.  “Origami  is  an  actual  word,  you  know.  Or-i-gam-i,"  she  said  slowly.  "It  means 
'paper  folding’.  It’s  Japanese." 

"Let's  see  the  book,"  said  Amy. 

The  girls  looked  through  the  book  about  making  things  with  paper. 

"Let’s  make  something,"  Amy  suggested. 

"I  like  horses,"  said  Judy  "Let’s  make  this  horse." 

The  girls  found  some  paper  and  began  to  work. 

Here  is  a  list  of  instructions  that  Judith  and  Amy  followed.  However,  the  instructions  are  not  in  the 
right  order.  Only  the  fourth  one  is  in  its  correct  place.  Two  of  the  instructions  do  not  belong. 

Read  the  list.  Discuss  with  another  person  what  the  right  sequence  might  be.  Renumber  the 
instructions  so  that  they  appear  in  the  right  order.  Cross  out  the  instructions  that  do  not  belong. 
Remember,  number  four  is  correct.  Hint:  Which  would  be  easier  to  look  for  first  -  instructions  that 
do  not  belong,  or  correct  order? 

_  1.  Overlap  the  points  of  the  horse’s  belly  and  tape  them  so  that  the  belly  is  rounded  and 

the  horse  stands  up. 

_  2.  Cut  along  all  the  solid  lines. 

_  3.  Draw  a  pair  of  wings. 

-  4.  Lay  the  folded  horse  in  front  of  you.  Make  a  fold  upward  along  the  dotted  line  on  each 

side.  Push  the  nose  down  between  the  two  sides  so  that  the  head  is  facing  forward. 

- 5.  Cut  a  slit  in  the  left-hand  corner  to  make  a  beak. 

- 6.  Draw  in  the  eyes,  and  color  the  horse  as  you  wish. 

- 7.  Fold  your  8V2  x  11  sheet  of  paper  in  half  lengthwise. 

-  8.  With  a  pencil  draw  an  outline  similar  to  the  sketch. 

When  you  have  arranged  the  instructions  in  the  right  sequence,  try  making  the  horse  from  a 
separate  piece  of  paper.  Is  this  a  good  set  of  directions?  If  not,  what  changes  would  you  make? 
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The  secret  leader 


It  is  easy  to  tell  who  is  leading  the  band  when  the  conductor  stands  up  front.  But  suppose  he  were 
hidden  among  the  musicians.  Do  you  think  you  could  detect  who  was  leading  the  band  then?  In 
this  game,  the  leader  is  hidden  among  the  players  and  if  you  are  IT,  you  must  discover  who  the 
leader  is  just  by  watching  everybody’s  actions.  At  least  ten  people  should  play  this  game  to  make 
it  interesting. 

One  player  is  IT  and  leaves  the  room.  The  others  sit  in  a  circle.  One  person  in  the  circle  is  chosen 
to  be  the  Secret  Leader.  He  must  start  and  lead  all  the  movements  without  drawing  attention  to 
himself.  The  other  players  follow  him  without  seeming  to  look  at  him  and  without  giving  away  his 
identity.  The  leader  should  think  of  movements  that  have  good  rhythms,  like  clapping,  snapping 
fingers,  bobbing  the  head,  rolling  the  eyes,  making  mouth  sounds.  The  rhythm  should  not  be 
broken  when  the  movements  change. 

As  the  movements  start,  IT  should  come  back.  If  you  are  IT,  stand  in!  the  middle  of  the  circle  and 
observe  everyone’s  movements  very  closely.  If  you  think  you  know  who  the  leader  is,  call  out 
the  name.  If  that  person  is  not  the  leader,  he  will  simply  shake  his  head  NO,  and  continue  to 
follow  the  Secret  Leader  without  breaking  his  rhythm.  When  you  guess  the  Secret  Leader  correctly, 
the  Secret  Leader  becomes  IT,  a  new  Secret  Leader  is  chosen,  and  you  become  one  of  the  players. 

Suppose  you  wanted  to  tell  a  friend  how  to  play  The  Secret  Leader.  Which  of  the  following  lists 
would  you  choose  to  give  to  your  friend- A,  B,  or  C?  Why? 


A 

1.  IT  calls  out  who  he  thinks  the  leader  is. 

2.  IT  leaves  the  room. 

3.  If  ITs  guess  is  wrong,  the  person  guessed  shakes  his  head  and  continues  the  movements. 

4.  Choose  a  new  Secret  Leader. 

5.  You  need  ten  or  more  players. 

6.  Decide  who  is  Secret  Leader. 

7.  IT  becomes  one  of  the  players. 

8.  When  IT  guesses  the  correct  Secret  Leader,  Secret  Leader  becomes  IT. 

9.  IT  stands  in  the  middle  of  the  circle. 

10.  Players  start  the  movements. 
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B 

1.  Players  start  the  movements. 

2.  When  IT  guesses  the  correct  Secret  Leader,  Secret  Leader  becomes  IT. 

3.  You  need  ten  or  more  players. 

4.  IT  becomes  one  of  the  players. 

5.  IT  leaves  the  room. 

6.  Choose  a  new  Secret  Leader. 

7.  Decide  who  is  Secret  Leader. 

8.  IT  calls  out  who  he  thinks  the  leader  is. 

9.  If  ITs  guess  is  wrong,  the  person  guessed  shakes  his  head  and  continues  the  movements. 

10.  IT  stands  in  the  middle  of  the  circle. 

C 

1.  You  need  ten  or  more  players. 

2.  IT  leaves  the  room. 

3.  Decide  who  is  Secret  Leader. 

4.  Players  start  the  movements. 

5.  IT  stands  in  the  middle  of  the  circle. 

6.  IT  calls  out  who  he  thinks  the  leader  is. 

7  If  ITs  guess  is  wrong,  the  person  guessed  shakes  his  head  and  continues  the  movements. 

8.  When  IT  guesses  the  correct  Secret  Leader,  Secret  Leader  becomes  IT. 

9.  Choose  a  new  Secret  Leader. 

10.  IT  becomes  one  of  the  players. 

How  many  of  the  directions  in  each  list  did  you  have  to  read  before  you  knew  if  the  list  was  the 
correct  one?  . 


If  you  know  how  to  begin  the  game,  how  should  that  help  you  to  pick  out  the  correct  set  of 
directions?  . 
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Must  you  think  first? 


What  are  things  you  do  every  day  that  do  not  require  much  thought  about  the  order  in  which  you 
do  them?  For  example,  how  do  you  know  whether  to  put  your  sock  on  your  left  foot  first  or  your 
right  foot?  How  do  you  decide  which  button  on  your  shirt  to  do  up  first?  How  would  you  feel  at 
the  end  of  a  day  if  you  had  to  think  about  the  order  of  every  action'? 

Read  this  little  tale. 

Once  there  was  a  little  centipede.  She  was  always  very  happy  until  one  day  she  met  a  frog. 
The  frog  decided  to  have  some  fun  with  the  centipede. 

“Tell  me,"  he  said,  “which  leg  comes  after  which  when  you  walk?” 

The  centipede  never  had  to  stop  to  think  about  her  walking  before.  She  became  so  confused 
when  she  tried  to  think  which  of  her  hundred  legs  to  move  first  that  she  lay  in  the  ditch  for  a 
long  time  trying  to  figure  out  how  to  walk! 

Use  your  imagination  to  draw  a  cartoon  in  three  pictures  to  show  the  sequence  of  events  in  this 
little  story.  Draw  it  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper. 

For  another  way  of  telling  the  same  story,  read  the  verse  below. 

A  centipede  was  happy  quite, 

Until  a  frog  in  fun 

Said,  “Pray,  which  leg  comes  after  which?” 

This  raised  her  mind  to  such  a  pitch, 

She  lay  distracted  in  the  ditch, 

Considering  how  to  run. 

1.  How  is  the  poem  different  from  the  story  in  the  use  of  words? 


2.  What  might  the  centipede  eventually  do  to  get  moving  again? 


UNDERSTANDING  SEQUENCE  AND  STRUCTURE 


Have  you  ever  watched  a  monkey  swinging  on  bars  in  the  zoo?  Did  you  notice  how  it  uses  its 
hands?  With  four  hands  and  a  tail,  how  does  a  monkey  decide  what  to  hold  the  bars  with? 

Suppose  a  monkey  were  to  stop  and  think  about  what  to  use  when  it  is  swinging  across  its  cage. 
Draw  a  cartoon  below  about  a  monkey  that  began  questioning  the  way  it  was  using  its  hands 
and  tail  and  became  confused  about  what  to  do. 


After  you  have  drawn  your  cartoon,  write  a  verse  about  the  monkey.  You  can  use  either  of  the 
starter  lines  below  or  make  up  the  whole  verse  yourself.  Your  verse  can  be  as  long  or  as  short  as 

you  like. 

(1)  A  monkey  swinging  from  a  rail  ... 

(2)  A  monkey  with  a  happy  grin  . . . 
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Watch  it  bounce! 

Bounce  your  ball, 

Bounce  your  ball, 

Bounce  it  very  high; 

Soaring  like  an  eagle 
In  the  summer  sky. 

Bounce  your  ball, 

Bounce  your  ball, 

Quickly  as  you  can; 

Bouncing  like  the  popcorn 
In  a  red-hot  pan. 

Bounce  your  ball, 

Bounce  your  ball, 

Slowly  all  the  day; 

Like  a  lazy  leapfrog 
Lumping  along  the  way. 


!h: 


Why  would  this 


nnnm  rro  ol/o 


2.  Which- words  are  repeated  most  often? 


3.  Which  lines  make  word  pictures'?  Draw  one  of  the  pictures  in  the  space  below. 


APPRECIATING  THE  CHOICE  OF  LANGUAGE 


Watch  it  grow! 

Look  at  the  word  wheel  below.  In  the  centre  rs  the  word  "football."  Around  the  spokes  are  words 
that  people  think  of  when  they  think  of  football.  Can  you  add  any  more  spokes  for  words  that 
you  know? 


convert 


Choose  two  games  from  the  list  below  and  make  your  own  word  wheel  with  as  many  spokes  as 
you  can  think  of.  When  you  have  thought  of  as  many  as  you  can,  exchange  your  work  with  a 
classmate  and  see  if  you  can  add  to  each  other’s  wheels. 

baseball 

basketball 

hockey 

lacrosse 

cricket 

tetherball 

bowling 

curling 
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Who  am  I? 


One  nation;  many  nationalities 

Canada  has  people  from  many  ethnic  backgrounds.  You  will  be  reading  about  some  as  you  work 
through  this  chapter  in  your  textbook.  Choose  one  (it  could  be  your  own  or  one  that  you  find 
interesting).  Find  out  something  about  it  and  tell  about  it  in  a  paragraph.  Your  paragraph  could  be 
about  the  food  of  the  ethnic  group,  their  customs,  their  old  way  of  life,  or  the  traditions  that  have 
become  a  part  of  this  country.  Write  your  topic  sentence  and  put  the  details  under  it  in  note  form. 
Do  all  your  details  belong?  Now  write  your  paragraph.  Exchange  your  work  with  a  classmate. 
Draw  two  lines  under  the  topic  sentence  and  one  line  under  each  of  the  details. 


UNDERSTANDING  MAIN  IDEAS  AND  DETAILS 


18 


Moomintroll  or? 


Have  you  ever  heard  of  Moomins?  Moomins  are  characters  created  by  an  author  named  Tove 
Jansson,  and  they  live  in  the  forests  of  Finland.  Moomintroll  is  one  of  the  mam  characters  in  these 
stories.  Moomintroll  has  a  Moominmamma,  a  Moominpappa  and  many  good  friends. 

In  this  excerpt,  Moomintroll  and  his  friends  are  playing  a  game  of  hide-and-seek.  Moomintroll  had 
hidden  himself  under  a  Hobgoblin's  hat,  and  without  his  knowing  it,  his  appearance  had  been 
completely  changed.  His  fat  parts  had  become  thin,  and  his  small  parts  had  become  big.  Read  to 
find  out  what  happens  when  his  friends  first  see  him. 

‘I  thought  I’d  suprise  you  all,'  he  said,  taking  an  uncertain  step  forward  on  his  long,  spindly 
legs.  ‘You’ve  no  idea  where  I’ve  been!’ 

'It  doesn’t  interest  us,’  said  the  Snork,  'but  you’re  certainly  ugly  enough  to  surprise  anybody.’ 

'You  are  unkind,’  said  Moomintroll  sadly.  ‘I  suppose  you  got  tired  of  hunting.  What  shall  we 
do  now?’ 

'First  of  all  perhaps  you  should  introduce  yourself,’  said  the  Snork  Maiden,  stiffly.  'We  don’t 
know  who  you  are,  do  we7’ 

Moomintroll  looked  at  her  incredulously,  but  then  it  dawned  on  him  that  perhaps  this  was  a 
new  game.  He  laughed  delightedly  and  said:  ‘I’m  the  King  of  California!’ 

'And  I’m  the  Snork  Maiden,’  said  the  Snork  Maiden.  ‘This  is  my  brother.’ 

'I’m  called  Sniff,’  said  Sniff. 

'I’m  Snufkin,’  said  Snufkin. 

'Oh,  dear!  How  boring  you  all  are,’  said  Moomintroll.  'Couldn’t  you  have  thought  of  something 
more  original!  Now  let’s  go  out-I  think  the  weather’s  clearing.’  And  he  went  down  the  steps 
into  the  garden,  followed  by  a  rather  surprised  and  suspicious  little  trio. 

‘Who’s  that?’  asked  the  Hemulen,  who  was  sitting  in  front  of  the  house  counting  the  stamens 
of  a  sunflower. 

‘It’s  the  King  of  California,  I  think,'  said  the  Snork  Maiden. 

‘Is  he  going  to  live  here?’  asked  the  Hemulen. 

‘That’s  for  Moomintroll  to  decide,’  said  Sniff.  'I  wonder  where  he’s  got  to.’ 

Moomintroll  laughed.  ‘You  really  are  quite  funny  at  times,’  he  said.  ‘Shall  we  go  and  look  for 
Moomintroll?' 

‘Do  you  know  him?’  asked  Snufkin. 
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‘Ye-es,’  said  Moomintroll.  'Rather  well,  as  a  matter  of  fact.’  He  was  thoroughly  enjoying  the 
new  game  and  thought  he  was  doing  rather  well  at  it. 

'How  did  you  come  to  know  him?'  asked  the  Snork  Maiden. 

‘We  were  born  at  the  same  time,’  said  Moomintroll,  still  bursting  with  laughter.  'But  he  s  an 
impossible  fellow,  you  know!  You  simply  can't  have  him  in  the  house!’ 

'How  dare  you  talk  about  Moomintroll  like  that!’  said  the  Snork  Maiden,  fiercely.  'He’s  the 
best  Moomin  in  the  world,  and  we  think  a  great  deal  of  him.’ 

This  was  almost  too  much  for  Moomintroll.  ‘Really?’  he  said.  ‘Personally  I  think  he's  an 
absolute  pest.’ 

Then  the  Snork  Maiden  began  to  cry. 

‘Go  away!’  said  the  Snork  to  Moomintroll.  ‘Otherwise  we  shall  have  to  sit  on  your  head.’ 

‘All  right,  all  right,'  Moomintroll  said,  soothingly.  'It’s  only  a  game,  isn’t  it?  I’m  awfully  glad 
you  think  so  much  of  me.' 

‘But  we  don’t,’  screamed  Sniff,  shrilly.  ‘Take  away  this  ugly  king  who  runs  down  our 
Moomintroll.’ 

And  they  threw  themselves  on  poor  Moomintroll. 

He  was  much  too  surprised  to  defend  himself,  and  when  he  began  to  get  angry  it  was  too 
late.  So  when  Moominmamma  came  out  on  the  steps  he  was  lying  underneath  a  large  pile  of 
flailing  paws  and  tails. 

‘What  are  you  doing  there,  children?’  she  cried.  ‘Stop  fighting  at  once!’ 

‘They’re  walloping  the  King  of  California,'  sniffed  the  Snork  Maiden.  ‘And  it  serves  him  right.’ 
Moomintroll  crawled  out,  tired  and  angry. 

‘Mother,’  he  cried.  ‘They  started  it.  Three  against  one!  It's  not  fair!’ 

'I  quite  agree,’  said  Moominmamma  seriously.  ‘However,  I  expect  you  had  teased  them.  But 
who  are  you,  my  little  beast?’ 

‘Oh,  please  stop  this  awful  game,’  wailed  Moomintroll.  'It  isn’t  funny  any  more.  I  am 
Moomintroll,  and  you  are  my  Mother.  And  that's  that!’ 

'You  aren’t  Moomintroll,’  said  the  Snork  Maiden,  scornfully.  ‘He  has  beautiful  little  ears,  but 
yours  look  like  kettle-holders!’ 

Moomintroll  felt  quite  confused  and  took  hold  of  a  pair  of  enormous  crinkly  ears.  ‘But  I  am 
Moomintroll!'  he  burst  out  in  despair.  ‘Don't  you  believe  me?' 

'Moomintroll  has  a  nice  little  tail,  just  about  the  right  size,  but  yours  is  like  a  chimney 
sweep's  brush,’  said  the  Snork. 
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And,  oh  dear,  it  was  true!  Moomintroll  felt  behind  him  with  a  trembling  paw. 

'Your  eyes  are  like  soup-plates,’  said  Sniff.  ' Moomintroll’ s  are  small  and  kind!’ 

‘Yes,  exactly,’  Snufkin  agreed. 

'You  are  an  impostor!’  decided  the  Hemulen. 

'Isn’t  there  anyone  who  believes  me?’  Moomintroll  pleaded.  'Look  carefully  at  me,  Mother. 

You  must  know  your  own  Moomintroll.’ 

Moominmamma  looked  carefully.  She  looked  into  his  frightened  eyes  for  a  very  long  time,  and 
then  she  said  quietly:  ’Yes,  you  are  my  Moomintroll.’ 

What  message  did  Moomintroll’ s  mother  read  in  his  eyes? 


Draw  a  picture  of  Moomintroll  as  he  saw  himself  and  another  one  as  his  friends  saw  him.  What 
were  the  differences? 
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Something  happened  as  soon  as  Moominmamma  said,  'Yes,  you  are  my  Moomintroll.’ 

What  do  you  think  will  happen  to  Moomintroll?  Predict  the  ending  to  the  story,  and  write  it  on  the 
lines  below.  Then  turn  the  page  upside  down  and  see  how  your  ending  compares  with  the 
author’s  ending. 


,,'sueddeq 

JSA©req/\A  ‘noA  Mouq  sAbm{u  {jeqs  \  ‘00s  no  a,,,  remiiremmmoo]y\[  pres  ./reap  Am  'mou  aqbu  qe  sqp, 

urebe  qss  pp  srq  sum  eq  q.sej  re  {pun  ‘M0j6  Auiuini  pue 
©sou  srq  pun  ‘quuqs  01  uebeq  {rer  pun  's©A©  'sre©  sih  ebueqo  oq.  uebeq  ©q  {usmoui  ©ures  ©qq  qy 


UNDERSTANDING  MAIN  IDEAS  AND  DETAILS 


22 


Moomin  words 


Read  these  sentences  from  the  Moomintroll  story.  As  you  read  each  sentence,  decide  what  you 
think  the  underlined  word  means.  Circle  two  of  the  words  listed  underneath  that  have  the  same 
meaning  as  the  underlined  word. 

1.  Moomintroll  looked  at  her  incredulously,  but  then  it  dawned  on  him  that  perhaps  this  was  a 

(slowly,  doubtfully,  disbelievingly) 

new  game. 

2.  And  he  went  down  the  steps  into  the  garden,  followed  by  a  rather  surprised  and 
suspicious  little  trio. 

(distrustful,  doubtful,  angry) 

3.  "How  boring  you  all  are,”  said  Moomintroll.  "Couldn't  you  have  thought  of  something  more 
original!” 

(famous,  unique,  inventive) 


4.  So  when  Moominmamma  came  out  on  the  steps  he  was  lying  underneath  a  large  pile  of  flailing 

(beating,  sore,  thrashing) 

paws  and  tails...  "They’re  walloping  the  King  of  California,”  sniffed  the  Snork  Maiden. 


5.  “You  aren’t  Moomintroll,”  said  the  Snork  Maiden...  ‘‘You  are  an  impostor!”  decided  the 

(visitor,  pretender,  cheat) 


Hemulen. 


Use  each  of  the  underlined  words  in  a  sentence  of  your  own. 


1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 
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What  kind  of  person? 


Read  "Hundreds  and  Hundreds  of  Strawberries"  on  page  58  of  your  textbook.  If  you  read  carefully, 
you  can  find  out  what  Tim  is  like  and  what  the  old  man  is  like. 

Read  the  list  of  characteristics  below.  Circle  the  ones  that  fit  Tim  in  one  color  and  the  ones  that  fit 
the  old  man  in  another  color.  If  any  of  the  characteristics  fit  both  of  them,  circle  it  with  both 
colors. 


cheerful 


tired 


enjoys  nature 

obedient 

sympathetic 

helpful 

independent 

thoughtful 


trusting 

contented 

grateful 

hardworking 

good  business  person 

careful 


Read  the  following  list  of  things  to  do.  From  what  you  learned  about  Tim  and  the  old  man,  decide 
which  things  Tim  would  enjoy  and  which  ones  the  old  man  would  enjoy.  Draw  a  line  from  Tim’s 
choices  to  the  drawing  of  Tim.  Draw  a  line  from  the  old  man's  choices  to  the  drawing  of  the 
old  man.  Add  one  activity  for  each. 


looking  after  a  paper  route 

sitting  in  the  sun,  smelling  the  flowers 

visiting  a  tropical  flower  garden 

being  invited  to  dinner  at  someone's  house 

planting  and  caring  for  a  vegetable  garden 

helping  out  in  a  fruit  and  vegetable  market 

visiting  a  senior  citizens’  home 

starting  an  ant  farm 
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When  you  have  matched  the  activities,  exchange  your  list  with  a  classmate  to  see  if  you  agree. 

The  sentences  below  on  the  left  are  about  Tim.  Mark  them  true  or  false.  Then  choose  a  sentence 
from  the  right  to  support  your  answers.  Write  the  letter  from  the  sentences  on  the  right  beside 


the  correct  numbers  on  the  left. 

1. 

Tim  would  not  be  good  at  looking 
after  a  sick  dog. 

a. 

Tim  kept  careful  record  of  the  money  from 

the  sales. 

2. 

Tim  would  be  a  good  person  to 
hire  part-time  to  work  in  a  variety 

store. 

b. 

Tim  was  very  tired  at  the  end  of  the  first 
day. 

3. 

Tim  liked  to  help  out  the  old 

man. 

c. 

Tim  knew  what  the  kittens  and  dog 

needed. 

4. 

Tim  found  out  that  growing 
produce  to  sell  at  a  roadside 
stand  was  not  very  hard  work. 

d. 

Tim  felt  sad  when  he  thought  the  old  man 
wouldn’t  need  him  any  more. 
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Gertrude  Kloppenberg  (private) 

Gertrude  Kloppenberg' s  diary  excerpts  tell  you  about  things  that  happened  to  her  during  the 
course  of  a  day.  They  also  tell  you  what  she  did  and  how  she  felt.  Fill  in  the  following  chart  for  four 
situations  from  the  selection. 

Situation  What  Gertrude  did  How  Gertrude  felt 

1.  A  math  lesson 


2.  Meeting  the  Murphy  boys 

3.  Wondering  if  she’s  fat 

4.  Walking  alone  on  a  March  day 

Choose  one  of  the  situations  and  tell  how  you  feel  about  Gertrude's  reaction.  How  would  you  have 
reacted?  . 


What  situations  have  you  been  in  that  Gertrude’s  diary  excerpts  remind  you  of?  Write  about  them, 
telling  what  you  did  and  how  you  felt. 
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Who  am  I? 


The  following  riddles  describe  different  jobs. 

I  dress  in  funny  clothes. 

I  paint  my  nose  red. 

I  make  people  laugh. 

Who  am  I?  . 

I  like  children. 

I  try  to  help  them. 

They  learn  from  me. 

Who  am  I? . 

I  say,  "Open  wide." 

I  use  special  tools. 

I  prevent  or  cure  pain. 

Who  am  I?  . 


Make  up  three  job  riddles  of  your  own.  Exchange  them  with  a  classmate  and  see  if  you  can  guess 
each  other's. 
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Read  the  verse  below.  Write  down  the  letters  that  are  in  one  word  and  not  the  other.  The  letters 
will  spell  the  name  of  a  job.  What  is  it? 

My  first  is  in  desk  but  not  in  deck. 

My  second  is  in  must  but  not  in  mist. 

My  third  is  in  firm  but  not  in  film. 

My  fourth  is  in  give  but  not  in  live. 

My  fifth  is  in  leg  but  not  in  log. 

My  sixth  is  in  cone  but  not  in  cane. 

My  seventh  is  in  pain  but  not  in  pair. 

Who  am  I? . 

Make  up  your  own  verse  and  exchange  it  with  a  classmate  to  see  if  you  can  guess  each  other’s 
riddle. 
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What  will  you  be? 

Look  at  the  following  list  of  occupations.  On  the  line  beside  each,  write  in  a  few  words  what  you 
think  you  would  be  doing  if  you  held  that  kind  of  job.  Then  list  the  jobs  under  the  three  headings 
on  page  30:  Wouldn’t  Like,  Might  Like,  Would  Like.  When  your  list  is  complete,  read  it  and  try 
to  write  a  sentence  about  one  kind  of  job  you  think  you  would  like.  Do  you  like  jobs  in  which  you 
have  to  do  a  lot  of  reading  and  writing?  Do  you  like  jobs  in  which  you  work  with  other  people? 

Do  you  like  jobs  in  which  you  work  with  your  hands?  Do  the  same  for  the  jobs  you  think  you 
wouldn’t  like. 

doctor  . 

lawyer  . 

teacher  . . 

editor  . 

politician  . 

salesperson  . 

artist  . 

engineer  . 

truck  driver  . 

professional  golfer  . 

waiter/waitress  . 

lab  technician  . 

porter  . 

researcher  . 

postal  worker  . 
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chef 


carpenter  . 

plumber  . 

social  worker  . 

crafts  worker  . 

Wouldn’t  Like  Might  Like  Would  Like 
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Spiders  are  different 
Some  spiders  of  the  world 


Name  of  Spider 

Type  of 
Spider 

Where  Found 

Method  of  Catching  Prey 

When  It 

Hunts 

bolas  spider 

hunting 

United 

States, 

Africa,  and 

Australia 

The  bolas  spider  spins  a  lasso  of 
silk  thread.  It  then  places  a  ball 
of  sticky  silk  at  the  end  of  the 
lasso.  When  an  insect  flies  by, 
the  spider  then  throws  the  lasso 
out  to  capture  it. 

night 

raft  spider 

fishing 

England 

The  raft  spider  binds  several 
dead  leaves  together  with  silk.  It 
drags  this  raft  out  into  the  water. 
The  wind  then  blows  the  spider 

on  the  raft  over  the  surface  of  the 

water  where  the  spider  catches 
its  prey. 

day 

menneus 

hunting 

South  Africa 

This  spider  spins  a  sticky  web.  It 
then  springs  out  at  a  passing 

insect  and  throws  its  net  over  its 

victim. 

night 

bothriocyrthum 

californicum 

(trapdoor 

spider) 

ambushing 

California 

US. A, 

This  spider  digs  a  narrow  burrow 
in  the  ground  which  it  covers 
with  a  hinged  door.  The  spider 
then  sits  at  the  top  of  the  burrow 
holding  the  door  open  with  the 
back  part  of  its  body.  When 
an  insect  passes  by,  the  spider 
jumps  at  it,  captures  it,  and 
drags  it  down  into  the  burrow. 

night 

argyroneta 

aquatica 

water 

Europe  and 

Asia 

This  spider  lives  underwater  in  a 
silken  diving  bell  filled  with  air 

bubbles  It  swims  underwater 

catching  bugs  and  insects  that 

also  live  in  the  water. 

night 

habrocestum 

pulex  (jumping 
spider) 

hunting 

America 

With  its  good  eyesight,  the 
jumping  spider  can  see  its  prey 
at  a  distance.  It  then  creeps 
up  on  its  prey  and  pounces  on  it. 

It  also  leaps  from  plants  using 
draglines. 

day 
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A  chart  is  a  way  of  organizing  information. 

This  chart  about  spiders  is  helpful  because:  1.  You  can  read  information  easily  and  quickly. 

2.  You  can  compare  the  types  of  spiders  and  see  how 
they  are  the  same  or  different. 


A  chart  always  has  headings.  This  chart  must  be  read  across  the  rows  and  down  the  columns. 

I.  At  least  four  of  the  spiders  listed  on  the  chart  could  have  nicknames.  Use  the  information 
under  “Method  of  Catching  Prey."  Match  the  spider  in  the  left  column  with  a  suitable 
nickname  from  the  right  column. 


1.  bolas  spider 

2.  raft  spider 

3.  aquatic  spider 

4.  jumping  spider 


a.  Huckleberry  Finn 

b.  Skindiver 

c.  Stuntman 

d.  Cowboy 


II.  Compare  the  spiders’  hunting  methods.  Make  a  list  of  spiders  that  use  their  webs  to  catch 
food. 


Which  spiders  jump  on  their  victims  to  kill  them? 


Which  spiders  use  another  hunting  method'? 
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III.  Which  spider  described  on  the  chart  do  you  think  is  most  interesting?  Why? 


IV.  Some  of  the  spiders’  hunting  habits  are  humorous.  Use  your  imagination  and  sense  of  humor 
to  make  a  cartoon  about  one  or  two  of  the  spiders  on  the  chart.  You  can  use  one  of  the 
suggestions  below  or  you  can  use  your  own  ideas. 

1.  Mr.  Jumping  Spider  visits  Mr.  Trapdoor  Spider.  They  get  into  an  argument  about  whose 
method  of  hunting  is  better.  While  they  are  arguing,  Mr.  Bolas  Spider  lassos  them  both  and 
captures  them. 

2.  Raft  Spider  on  a  sailing  holiday. 

3.  Jumping  Spider  puts  on  a  stunt  show  for  other  spiders. 
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Which  is  which? 

V.  Most  of  the  spiders  listed  on  the  chart  act  like  some  other  creature.  Write  the  answers  to 
these  riddles.  If  you  have  trouble  guessing,  refer  to  the  chart. 

Which  spider:  hunts  at  night 

is  an  unusual  spider 
is  like  a  fish? 


Which  spider:  hunts  in  the  day 
has  good  eyesight 
is  in  some  ways  like  a  cat? 


Which  spider:  hunts  at  night 

is  in  some  ways  like  a 
cattle  ranger? 


Which  spider:  hunts  in  the  day, 

can  be  lazy  because 
it  doesn’t  have  to  use 
its  legs  to  move  in 
water? 


Which  spider:  is  in  some  ways 
like  a  groundhog? 
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Spiders’  enemies 

Spiders  have  a  variety  of  enemies.  One  of  the  worst  enemies  of  a  spider  is  another  spider. 

Spiders  are  real  cannibals.  The  mother  spider  often  kills  her  mate,  and  different  kinds  of 
spiders  attack  one  another. 

Some  insects  also  attack  spiders.  Though  spiders  are  clever  about  trapping  even  bigger 
insects,  such  as  grasshoppers,  some  insects  in  turn  may  make  a  dinner  of  a  spider.  Among 
these  is  the  praying  mantis,  an  interesting  insect  that  sits  with  its  forelegs  raised,  as  if  in 
prayer.  Unless  the  spider  is  very  large,  a  mantis  will  pounce  on  it  before  it  has  a  chance  to 
bite. 

The  ichneumon  (ik-nu'-men)  fly  lays  its  eggs  in  or  on  the  body  of  other  creatures.  It  may 
choose  the  body  of  a  spider.  When  the  fly’s  eggs  hatch  into  little  grubs,  the  grubs  feed  on  the 
spider's  body  until  the  spider  dies.  Then  the  grubs  go  through  the  change  common  to  most 
insects.  They  turn  from  a  grub  into  a  creature  with  wings  and  take  off  into  the  air  to  lay  more 
eggs  on  more  spiders. 

Among  other  living  creatures  that  hunt  and  eat  spiders  are  frogs,  toads,  and  birds. 

-  Dorothy  Childs  Hogner 

This  article  about  spiders  has  one  mam  idea.  Underline  the  sentence  below  that  tells  what  the 
main  idea  is. 

1.  The  praying  mantis  is  an  unusual  enemy  of  the  spider. 

2.  Spiders  have  several  different  kinds  of  enemies. 

3.  Spiders  eat  each  other. 

4.  Most  of  the  spider's  enemies  are  insects. 

After  you  have  decided  which  is  the  mam  idea,  read  the  sentences  below.  Cross  out  the  sentences 
that  do  not  give  you  more  details  about  the  mam  idea. 

1.  Spiders  catch  flies  in  their  webs. 

2.  One  of  the  worst  enemies  of  a  spider  is  another  spider. 

3.  The  grubs  of  the  ichneumon  fly  attack  a  spider’s  body  for  food. 

4.  A  baby  spider  is  called  a  spiderlmg. 

5.  Insects  attack  spiders. 

6.  Frogs,  toads,  and  birds  hunt  and  eat  spiders. 

7.  If  a  spider’s  leg  is  broken,  it  can  grow  a  new  one. 

The  praying  mantis,  one  of  the /spider’s  enemies,  is  an  unusual  insect.  Use  an  encyclopedia  to 
research  the  praying  mantis.  Find  out  where  it  lives,  what  it  eats,  who  its  enemies  are,  and  how  it 
looks.  On  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  write  a  paragraph  about  what  you  discover.  Draw  a  picture 
of  a  praying  mantis  to  go  with  the  paragraph. 
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Water  Spider  and  the  first  fire 

Quickly  read  through  "Water  Spider  and  the  First  Fire."  What  might  have  happened  to  the  other 
animals  mentioned  in  the  legend  if  they  had  gone  to  see  the  fire?  Look  at  the  chains  of  events 
below.  What  do  you  notice  about  the  creatures  in  the  drawings?  What  is  different  about  them  from 
the  way  they  are  in  reality?  Complete  the  chain  showing  what  the  effect  of  seeing  the  fire  was. 

In  the  middle  circle  write  a  sentence  telling  what  happens  at  the  fire  to  make  the  animal  look  the 
way  it  does  in  reality.  In  the  final  circle,  draw  the  animal  showing  how  it  has  changed.  The  first 
one  has  been  done  for  you. 
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How  Spider  got  a  thin  waist 

Have  you  ever  wondered  why  spiders  are  so  thin  around  the  middle?  You  probably  could  not  find  a 
scientific  answer  to  your  question.  This  West  African  folk  tale  shows  that  someone  made  up  a 
story  about  it  since  there  was  no  answer  based  on  facts. 

One  day  Spider  was  walking  through  the  forest.  It  was  early  morning  and  he  noticed  an 
unusually  pleasant  smell.  He  wrinkled  his  nose  and  sniffed  the  wind.  It  was  food!  Goodness! 
He  had  almost  forgotten.  Today  was  the  festival  of  the  harvest.  Every  village  in  the  big  forest 
was  preparing  a  feast.  The  women  were  cooking  yams  and  cassava,  and  chicken  with 
peanut-flavored  sauce.  There  would  be  fish  and  peppers  and  rice  boiling  in  the  great  pots 
over  the  fires. 

Spider’s  heart  jumped  for  joy.  His  mouth  watered.  His  eyes  sparkled  and  he  smiled  brightly. 
Already  he  could  taste  the  food  on  his  tongue. 

Now,  of  course,  Spider  had  not  done  any  of  the  work  to  deserve  such  a  feast,  and  no  one  had 
invited  him  to  come  and  eat.  Spider  had  not  planted  yam  or  potato.  He  had  not  planted 
rice,  nor  gone  to  sea  in  a  long  boat  to  catch  fish.  For  Spider  did  not  like  to  work  at  all.  All  day 
he  played  in  the  sun  or  slept,  and  since  it  is  not  the  custom  to  refuse  food  to  anyone  who 
comes  to  one’s  door,  he  could  eat  very  well  by  simply  visiting  all  his  friends.  In  fact,  he  ate 
more  than  they  did. 

Now  Spider  was  right  in  the  middle  of  the  forest.  Not  far  away  there  were  two  villages.  Spider 
stood  just  in  the  middle,  and  the  two  were  exactly  the  same  distance  away.  Today  each 
village  would  have  a  great  feast. 

“How  lucky  for  me!”  thought  Spider. 

But  then  he  was  puzzled.  Since  there  were  two  dinners,  he  did  not  know  which  one  he 
wanted  to  go  to.  That  is,  he  did  not  know  which  would  have  the  most  to  eat.  So  Spider  sat 
under  a  breadfruit  tree  and  thought  and  thought  and  thought.  At  last  he  had  an  idea1  He 
could  go  to  them  both!  Of  course.  Spider  was  so  pleased  with  his  good  idea  that  he  did  a 
little  dance  right  there  and  then. 

But  how  could  he  know  when  the  food  was  ready?  He  sat  under  the  breadfruit  tree  again  and 
thought  and  thought  and  thought.  And  then  he  had  another  idea.  He  did  another  little  dance 
just  because  he  was  so  brilliant.  And  then  he  did  two  things. 

First,  he  called  his  eldest  son,  Kuma.  He  took  a  long  rope  and  tied  one  end  around  his  waist. 
The  other  end  he  gave  to  his  son. 

“Take  this  rope  to  the  village  to  the  East,"  he  said  to  Kuma.  “When  the  food  is  ready,  give 
the  rope  a  hard  pull,  and  I  will  know  it  is  time  for  me  to  come  and  eat." 
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And  so  Kuma  went  to  the  East  village  and  took  the  end  of  the  rope  with  him. 

Then  Spider  called  his  youngest  son,  Kwaku.  He  took  another  long  rope  and  tied  it  around  his 
waist,  just  below  the  first  one. 

“Kwaku,  take  this  rope  to  the  village  on  the  West,”  he  said,  “and  when  the  food  is  all  cooked, 
pull  very  hard  on  it.  Then  I  will  come  and  have  my  fill." 

So  Kwaku  went  to  the  West  village,  carrying  the  end  of  the  rope  with  him. 

My  friends,  can  you  imagine  what  happened?  I  don’t  think  so,  so  I  will  tell  you.  The  people  in 
the  East  village  and  the  people  in  the  West  village  had  their  dinners  at  exactly  the  same 
time.  So,  of  course,  Kuma  and  Kwaku  pulled  on  both  of  the  ropes  at  the  same  time.  Kuma 
pulled  to  the  East  and  Kwaku  pulled  to  the  West.  The  ropes  got  tighter  and  tighter.  Poor, 
greedy  Spider  was  caught  in  the  middle.  He  could  go  neither  east  nor  west,  nor  left  nor  right. 

Kuma  and  Kwaku  could  not  understand  why  their  father  did  not  come,  and  they  pulled 
harder  all  the  time.  And  something  was  happening  to  Spider.  The  ropes  squeezed  tighter  and 
tighter  and  his  waist  got  thinner  and  thinner.  Kuma  and  Kwaku  waited  until  all  the  food 
was  eaten.  Then  they  came  to  look  for  their  father.  When  they  found  him,  he  looked  very 
different.  His  waistline  was  thinner  than  a  needle!  Spider  never  grew  fat  again.  He  stayed  the 
same  until  today.  He  has  a  big  head  and  a  big  body,  and  a  tiny  little  waist  in  between. 

Write  a  complete  sentence  to  tell  in  your  own  words  what  you  think  this  story  is  about. 


“How  Spider  Got  A  Thin  Waist”  is  based  on  both  fact  and  fantasy.  Some  of  the  facts  are  things 
you  already  know  about  spiders.  The  fantasy  is  the  part  that  is  made  up.  Complete  the  following 
chart.  When  you  have  filled  in  the  chart  you  should  have  a  complete  idea  of  the  parts  of  the  story 
that  are  fact  and  the  parts  that  are  fantasy. 

Fact _  Fantasy _ 

Spider  has  a  big  head.  Spider  was  a  very  big  person. 
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Fact 


Fantasy 


Jean  and  Ralph  both  read  “How  Spider  Got  a  Thin  Waist.” 

Jean  said,  “I  think  Spider  was  just  lazy.’’ 

“He  wasn’t  lazy,”  said  Ralph.  “He  was  just  clever.” 

Do  you  agree  with  Ralph  or  Jean?  Could  they  both  be  right?  Discuss  your  opinion  with  another 
person.  Then  write  a  paragraph  to  back  up  your  opinion.  Use  details  from  the  story  in  your 
paragraph. 
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What  does  it  mean? 


Read  the  following  paragraph.  Each  nonsense  word  in  the  blank  can  be  replaced  with  a  real  word. 
Underline  the  correct  word  that  should  replace  the  nonsense  word.  You  will  be  able  to  choose 
the  correct  word  by  clues  from  the  rest  of  the  sentence. 


The  person  sitting  in  the  last  row  was  a  (1)  . ^ram^y .  girl  who  remembers 

absolutely  everything  she  has  ever  heard  or  read.  She  went  to  the  South  Pacific  last  year  and  saw 

a  (2)  . rPoe'-e! .  tree  growing.  This  tree  bears  fruit  that  looks  like  bread  when  it’s 

roasted.  When  this  girl  returned  from  her  trip,  she  would  practically  (3)  . . 

on  people  to  make  them  listen  to  her  stories.  She  made  up  a  story  about  people  eating  each  other, 
and  she  even  insisted  that  she  had  nearly  been  eaten  by  (4)  . Z00C.'i0S . 


1 .  framly  probably  means 

ugly 

brilliant 

upset 

sensitive 

2.  meefler  probably  means 

oak 

big 

palm 

breadfruit 

3.  gelp  probably  means 

sleep 

pounce 

look 

drive 

4.  zooches  probably  means 

rats 

parrots 

cannibals 

camels 
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Picture-painting  words 

Usually  you  can  think  of  more  than  one  way  of  saying  something.  A  story  is  more  interesting  if  you 
write  in  word  pictures.  If  you  were  writing  about  ram,  which  of  these  two  sentences  would  give 
you  the  better  picture  of  what  the  ram  was  like? 

The  ram  came  down  fast. 

Great  sheets  of  ram  poured  down. 

The  five  sentences  listed  below  do  not  use  any  word  pictures.  These  sentences  have  the  same 
meaning,  however,  as  five  sentences  in  the  story  that  do  use  word  pictures.  Find  the  sentences  in 
the  story  with  the  same  meaning.  Write  them  beside  the  correct  sentences  on  the  left.  Then 
choose  three  of  the  sentences  you  found  in  the  story  and  use  your  imagination  to  draw  your  idea 
of  how  they  should  look  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper. 


Word  Picture  Sentences 


1.  He  smelled  something  in  the  wind. 


2.  Spider  felt  happy. 


3.  Spider’s  face  looked  glad. 


4.  Spider  felt  very  smart. 


5.  His  waistline  was  very  thin. 
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The  trumpet  of  the  swan 

In  this  selection  from  The  Trumpet  of  the  Swan  by  E.  B.  White,  a  young  boy  named  Sam  has  an 
unusual  experience.  Read  what  happened  to  him  and  what  his  reactions  were  in  this  excerpt. 

Sam  was  eleven.  His  last  name  was  Beaver.  He  was  strong  for  his  age  and  had  black  hair  and 
dark  eyes  like  an  Indian.  Sam  walked  like  an  Indian,  too,  putting  one  foot  straight  in  front  of 
the  other  and  making  very  little  noise.  The  swamp  through  which  he  was  travelling  was  a 
wild  place  -  there  was  no  trail,  and  it  was  boggy  underfoot,  which  made  walking  difficult. 
Every  four  or  five  minutes  Sam  took  his  compass  out  of  his  pocket  and  checked  his  course  to 
make  sure  he  was  headed  in  a  westerly  direction.  Canada  is  a  big  place.  To  get  lost  in  the 
woods  and  swamps  of  western  Canada  would  be  a  serious  matter. 

As  he  trudged  on,  the  boy’s  mind  was  full  of  the  wonder  of  what  he  had  seen.  Not  many 
people  in  the  world  have  seen  the  nest  of  a  Trumpeter  Swan.  Sam  had  found  one  on  the 
lonely  pond  on  this  day  in  spring.  He  had  seen  the  two  great  white  birds  with  their  long 
white  necks  and  black  bills. 

Nothing  he  had  ever  seen  before  in  all  his  life  had  made  him  feel  quite  the  way  he  felt,  on 
that  wild  little  pond,  in  the  presence  of  those  two  enormous  swans.  They  were  so  much 
bigger  than  any  bird  he  had  ever  seen  before.  The  nest  was  big,  too -a  mound  of  sticks  and 
grasses.  The  female  was  sitting  on  eggs;  the  male  glided  slowly  back  and  forth,  guarding  her. 

When  Sam  reached  camp,  tired  and  hungry,  he  found  his  father  frying  a  couple  of  fish  for 
lunch. 

“Where  have  you  been'?”  asked  Mr.  Beaver. 

“Exploring,”  replied  Sam.  “I  walked  over  to  a  pond  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  here.  It’s  the 
one  we  see  from  the  air  as  we’re  coming  in.  It  isn’t  much  of  a  place  -  nowhere  near  as  big 
as  this  lake  we’re  on.” 

“Did  you  see  anything  over  there?”  asked  his  father. 

“Well,”  said  Sam,  “it’s  a  swampy  pond  with  a  lot  of  reeds  and  cattails.  I  don’t  think  it  would 
be  any  good  for  fishing.  And  it’s  hard  to  get  to -you  have  to  cross  a  swamp.” 

“See  anything?”  repeated  Mr.  Beaver. 

“I  saw  a  muskrat,”  said  Sam,  “and  a  few  red-winged  blackbirds.” 


UNDERSTANDING  MAIN  IDEAS  &  DETAILS 


42 


Mr.  Beaver  looked  up  from  the  wood  stove,  where  the  fish  were  sizzling  in  a  pan. 

“Sam,"  he  said,  “I  know  you  like  to  go  exploring.  But  don't  forget-these  woods  and  marshes 
are  not  like  the  country  around  home  in  Montana.  If  you  ever  go  over  to  that  pond  again, 
be  careful  you  don’t  get  lost.  I  don’t  like  you  crossing  swamps.  They’re  treacherous.  You 
could  step  into  a  soggy  place  and  get  bogged  down,  and  there  wouldn’t  be  anybody  to  pull 
you  out.” 

“I’ll  be  careful,”  said  Sam.  He  knew  perfectly  well  he  would  be  going  back  to  the  pond  where 
the  swans  were.  And  he  had  no  intention  of  getting  lost  in  the  woods.  He  felt  relieved  that 
he  had  not  told  his  father  about  seeing  the  swans,  but  he  felt  strange  about  it,  too.  Sam  was 
not  a  sly  boy,  but  he  was  odd  in  one  respect:  he  liked  to  keep  things  to  himself.  And  he  liked 
being  alone,  particularly  when  he  was  in  the  woods... 

After  supper  that  evening,  Sam  and  his  father  sat  for  a  while  on  the  porch.  Sam  was  reading 
a  bird  book. 

“Pop,”  said  Sam,  “do  you  think  we’ll  be  coming  back  to  camp  again  about  a  month  from 
now -I  mean,  in  about  thirty-five  days  or  something  like  that?” 

“I  guess  so,”  replied  Mr.  Beaver.  “I  certainly  hope  so.  But  why  thirty-five  days?  What’s  so 
special  about  thirty-five  days?” 

“Oh,  nothing,”  said  Sam.  “I  just  thought  it  might  be  very  nice  around  here  in  thirty-five 
days.” 

“That’s  the  craziest  thing  I  ever  heard  of,”  said  Mr.  Beaver.  “It’s  nice  here  all  the  time.” 


Sam  went  indoors.  He  knew  a  lot  about  birds,  and  he  knew  it  would  take  a  swan  about  thirty - 
five  days  to  hatch  her  eggs.  He  hoped  he  could  be  at  the  pond  to  see  the  young  ones  when 
they  came  out  of  the  eggs... 
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When  you  pick  up  a  book,  do  you  usually  read  the  title  first?  Did  you  look  for  the  title  before  you 
began  reading  this  story?  What  do  you  find  out  from  a  good  title?  Most  titles  should  give  you 
a  clue  what  the  story  is  about.  This  story  is  part  of  a  chapter  from  a  book  by  E.  B.  White. 

Here  is  a  list  of  titles.  Which  title  do  you  think  is  best  for  this  story?  Which  title  is  second  best? 
Put  the  number  one  beside  your  first  choice  and  write  the  number  two  beside  your  second  choice. 

_  A  Boy  and  His  Father 

_  Trumpeter  Swans 

_  Sam  Discovers  the  Trumpeter  Swans 

_  Sam’s  Camping  Trip 

In  the  beginning  of  the  story  we  find  out  whose  thoughts  and  ideas  we  will  hear  about  most:  Read 
the  following  sentences.  Underline  the  two  sentences  that  do  the  best  job  of  introducing  Sam. 

He  had  seen  the  two  great  white  birds  with  their  long  white  necks  and  black  bills. 

Sam  was  eleven. 

The  swamp  through  which  he  was  traveling  was  a  wild  place. 

He  was  strong  for  his  age  and  had  black  hair  and  dark  eyes. 

Sam  had  found  one  on  a  lonely  pond  on  this  day  in  spring. 

Sam  found  the  swans  when  he  was  alone.  Imagine  how  the  story  might  have  been  different  if  two 
of  his  friends  had  been  with  him.  Write  a  paragraph  predicting  what  might  have  happened. 
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What  next? 


Scan  the  story  to  refresh  your  memory  of  the  sequence  in  which  things  happened.  On  a  separate 
sheet  of  paper,  draw  a  series  of  pictures  of  what  Sam  did,  in  the  correct  sequence.  You  can  use 
the  space  below  to  work  out  your  ideas  first. 

Cut  your  series  of  pictures  up  into  separate  units.  Exchange  them  with  a  classmate  and  try  to 
arrange  each  other's  pictures  correctly.  Does  any  other  order  make  sense? 


UNDERSTANDING  SEQUENCE  &  STRUCTURE 


What  kind  of  stoiy? 

For  three  days  we  drifted  across  the  sea  without  a  sight  of  land. 

We  were  drifting  straight  towards  the  ominous  Takume  and  Rarois  reefs.  We  made  desperate 
efforts  to  steer  clear,  to  the  north  of  these  dangerous  reefs.  Things  seemed  to  be  going  well 
till  one  night  the  watch  came  hurrying  in  and  called  us  all  out. 

The  wind  had  changed.  We  were  heading  straight  for  the  Takume  reef.  It  had  begun  to  rain, 
and  there  was  no  visibility  at  all.  The  reef  could  not  be  far  off. 

In  the  middle  of  the  night  we  held  a  council  of  war.  It  was  a  question  of  saving  our  lives  now. 
To  get  past  on  the  north  side  was  now  hopeless;  we  must  try  to  get  through  on  the  south 
side  instead.  We  trimmed  the  sail,  laid  the  oar  over,  and  began  a  dangerous  piece  of  sailing, 
with  the  uncertain  north  wind  behind  us.  If  the  east  wind  came  back  before  we  had  passed 
the  reefs,  we  should  be  hurled  in  among  the  breakers,  at  their  mercy. 

1.  As  you  read  the  above  selection,  think  about  what  kind  of  writing  it  is.  Then  circle  the  correct 
description. 

a.  science  fiction 

b.  adventure 

c.  mystery 

Write  one  reason  for  choosing  this  description. 


2.  How  does  a  writer  of  an  adventure  story  make  the  story  exciting?  Write  a  sentence  about  what 
you  think  makes  the  above  selection  exciting. 


3.  What  do  you  think  will  happen  next  in  this  story? 
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Word  matching 

The  sentences  below  all  contain  underlined  words  that  are  similar  to  words  used  on  the  previous 
page.  Circle  the  word  that  means  the  same  or  nearly  the  same  as  the  underlined  words. 

1.  As  we  drifted  out  to  sea,  the  threatening  storm  clouds  made  us  feel  uneasy. 

a.  ominous  b.  thrilling  c.  speedy 

2.  There  was  the  danger  of  running  into  the  ridge  of  rocks  and  sand  as  we  approached  the  island. 

a.  beach  b.  reef  c.  oar 

3.  We  were  worried  about  being  hurled  up  against  the  enormous  boulders. 

a.  left  b.  thrown  c.  fastened 

4.  It  was  almost  impossible  to  avoid  the  waves  that  hit  the  shore. 

a.  shallows  b.  sand  dunes  c.  breakers 

5.  We  had  to  trim  the  sails  every  time  the  wind  changed  direction. 

a.  adjust  b.  sew  c.  remove 

6.  We  tried  to  steer  the  boat  away  from  the  area  where  we  had  seen  the  sharks  the  day  before. 

a.  guide  b.  catch  c.  sink 

7.  The  direction  of  the  wind  determines  which  way  the  boat  will  drift. 

a.  row  b.  anchor  c.  move 

8.  The  fog  was  so  thick,  our  ability  to  see  was  cut  down. 

a.  supplies  b.  visibility  c.  happiness 
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What  can  I  tell  you? 


In  the  following  excerpt  you  can  read  the  entry  Sam  wrote  in  his  diary  the  day  he  discovered  the 
swan’s  nest.  As  you  read  it,  look  for  what  you  can  learn  about  the  kind  of  person  Sam  is. 

Sam  kept  a  diary -a  daybook  about  hrs  life.  It  was  just  a  cheap  notebook  that  was  always  by  his 
bed.  Every  night,  before  he  turned  in,  he  would  write  in  the  book.  He  wrote  about  things  he  had 
done,  things  he  had  seen,  and  thoughts  he  had  had.  Sometimes  he  drew  a  picture.  He  always 
ended  by  asking  himself  a  question  so  he  would  have  something  to  think  about  while  falling 
asleep.  On  the  day  he  found  the  swan’s  nest,  this  is  what  Sam  wrote  in  his  diary: 

I  saw  a  pair  of  trumpeter  swans  today  on  a  small  pond  east  of  camp.  The  female  has  a  nest 
with  eggs  in  it.  I  saw  three,  but  I’m  going  to  put  four  in  the  picture -I  think  she  was  laying 
another  one.  This  is  the  greatest  discovery  I  ever  made  in  my  entire  life.  I  did  not  tell  Pop. 

My  bird  book  says  baby  swans  are  called  cygnets.  I  am  going  back  tomorrow  to  visit  the 
great  swans  again. 

I  heard  a  fox  bark  today.  Why  does  a  fox  bark?  Is  it  because  he  is  mad,  or  worried,  or  hungry, 
or  is  he  sending  a  message  to  another  fox?  Why  does  a  fox  bark? 

On  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  draw  the  picture  of  the  swans  that  Sam  might  have  drawn. 

What  do  you  find  out  about  Sam  by  reading  his  diary  entry?  How  does  Sam  feel  about  birds  and 
animals?  Do  you  think  Sam  enjoys  writing  in  his  diary?  Do  you  think  Sam  is  a  curious  person? 
Write  a  paragraph  telling  as  much  as  you  can  about  what  kind  of  person  Sam  is. 


UNDERSTANDING  MAIN  IDEAS  \  DETAILS 


Have  you  ever  kept  a  diary?  Writing  a  diary  gives  you  practice  in  putting  your  thoughts  on  paper 
and  it  also  helps  you  remember  what  happened  and  when.  Think  about  an  important  experience 
you  had.  It  could  be  an  experience  you  had  with  a  pet  or  another  animal.  Write  about  the 
experience  here  as  though  you  were  writing  in  your  diary.  Think  about  what  a  reader  could  learn 
about  you  from  your  writing. 
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Clue  words 


Read  the  sentence  pairs  below.  Put  an  X  in  front  of  the  sentence  in  each  pair  in  which  there  is  a 
clue  to  the  meaning  of  the  underlined  word.  Then  write  a  sentence  of  your  own,  using  the 
underlined  word. 

_  The  small  boat  with  the  cargo  of  food  and  supplies  sailed  through  the  treacherous  water. 

_  The  small  boat  was  tossed  about  dangerously  as  it  sailed  through  the  treacherous  water. 


The  boy  who  had  just  arrived  home  from  school  did  not  reveal  his  intention. 

Because  he  did  not  want  his  parents  to  know  what  he  planned  to  do,  the  boy  did  not 
reveal  his  intention. 


The  man  who  thought  he  had  lost  his  wallet  was  relieved  to  find  it  at  home. 
When  the  news  was  announced  over  the  loudspeakers,  the  people  were  relieved. 


The  animal  was  enormous  and  had  black  stripes. 
To  the  little  child  the  animal  was  enormous. 
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This  can’t  be  happening  at  Macdonald  Hall 

The  beginning  of  a  story  is  one  of  the  most  important  parts.  Here  are  some  things  a  writer  should 
do  in  the  beginning  of  a  story: 

1.  catch  the  reader’s  interest. 

2.  tell  the  reader  what  the  setting  is  (where  and  when  the  story  happens). 

3.  introduce  the  mam  characters. 

4.  give  an  idea  of  what  will  be  happening. 

Look  at  "This  Can't  Be  Happening  at  Macdonald  Hall"  on  page  127  of  your  textbook.  Scan  the  first 
two  paragraphs  and  then  fill  in  the  blanks. 

1.  This  story  happens  on  a  school  campus.  The  campus  is  . 

2.  The  mam  characters  of  a  story  are  the  most  important  people.  In  scanning  the  first  two 

paragraphs,  you  can  tell  that  .  and  .  are  the 

two  mam  characters. 

3.  The  main  thing  that  is  happening  in  the  story  is  . 


After  the  beginning  two  paragraphs,  this  story  has  three  different  stages. 

Stage  1  -  the  successful  kidnapping  of  the  cat 
Stage  2  -  the  hockey  game 

Stage  3  -  successfully  returning  the  cat  without  being  "found  out" 

Scan  the  entire  story  with  these  three  stages  in  mind.  Find  the  place  where  you  think  the  first 
stage  ends  and  the  second  stage  begins.  Write  the  last  sentence  of  the  first  stage. 


UNDERSTANDING  SEQUENCE  &  STRUCTURE 


Find  the  place  in  the  story  where  you  think  the  second  stage  ends  and  the  third  stage  begins. 
What  is  the  first  sentence  of  stage  3? 


In  the  story  conclusion,  you  can  find  several  clues  to  whether  Mr.  Sturgeon  knew  what  had 
actually  happened.  The  clues  are  in  the  author's  description  of  Mr.  Sturgeon  when  he  spoke  to 
Boots  and  Bruno.  What  are  the  clues?. 


How  do  you  think  Boots  and  Bruno  felt  after  they  left  the  bus? 
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How  do  you  know  your  soup  is  hot? 


What  is  orange? 


Orange  is  a  tiger  lily, 

A  carrot, 

A  feather  from 
A  parrot, 

A  flame, 

A  wildest  color 
You  can  name. 

Orange  is  a  happy  day 
Saying  good-by 
In  a  sunset  that 
Shocks  the  sky. 

Orange  is  brave 
Orange  is  bold 
It’s  bittersweet 
And  marigold. 

Orange  is  zip 
Orange  is  dash 
The  brightness  stripe 
In  a  Roman  sash. 
Orange  is  an  orange 
Also  a  mango 


Orange  is  music 
Of  the  tango. 

Orange  is  the  fur 
Of  the  fiery  fox, 

The  brightest  crayon 
In  the  box. 

And  in  the  fall 

When  the  leaves  are  turning 

Orange  is  the  smell 

Of  a  bonfire  burning... 


- Mary  O'Neill 
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1.  Divide  the  nineteen  different  things  orange  is  into  three  categories.  One  of  the  things  will  not  fit 


any  of  these  categories.  Which  one  does  not  fit? 


Things  you  can  see 

Things  you  can  see 

and  eat 

An  experience  or 
feeling 

2.  Most  of  the  metaphors  in  this  poem  are  about  the  sense  of  . 

At  the  end  of  the  poem  Mary  O’Neill  uses  a  metaphor  having  to  do  with  the  . 

of  . 

3.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  a  poem  about  what  you  imagine  when  you  think  of  a 

certain  color.  You  could  title  your  poem  “What  is  .  ?’’ 
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The  sounds  in  the  evening 


The  sounds  in  the  evening 
Go  all  through  the  house, 
The  click  of  the  clock 
And  the  pick  of  the  mouse, 
The  footsteps  of  people 
Upon  the  top  floor, 

The  skirts  of  my  mother 
That  brush  by  the  door. 

The  crick  in  the  boards, 
And  the  creak  of  the  chairs, 
The  fluttering  murmurs 
Outside  on  the  stairs, 

The  ring  of  the  bell, 

The  arrival  of  guests, 

The  laugh  of  my  father 


At  one  of  his  jests, 

The  clashing  of  dishes 
As  dinner  goes  in, 

The  babble  of  voices 
That  distance  makes  thin, 

The  mewings  of  cats 
That  seem  just  by  my  ear, 

The  hooting  of  owls 
That  can  never  seem  near, 

The  gueer  little  noises 
That  no  one  explains... 

Till  the  moon  through  the  slats 
Of  my  window-blind  rains, 

And  the  world  of  my  eyes 
And  my  ears  melts  like  steam 
As  I  find  in  my  pillow 
The  world  of  my  dream. 

-Eleanor  Far  jeon 


APPRECIATING  THE  CHOICE  OF  LANGUAGE 


This  poem  is  full  of  interesting  words  that  sound  like  the  sounds  being  described.  Such  words  in 
poems  help  to  remind  us  of  the  different  ways  we  feel  at  different  times.  Imagine  you  are  lying 
in  bed  at  night  and  you  hear  the  sounds  mentioned  in  the  poem. 

1.  How  do  you  feel  when  you  hear  your  mother  walk  past  your  door? 

"The  skirts  of  my  mother 
That  brush  by  the  door..." 


2.  How  do  you  feel  when  you  hear  the  doorbell  ring  and  guests  arrive? 

"The  ring  of  the  bell, 

The  arrival  of  guests, 

The  laugh  of  my  father 
At  one  of  his  jests..." 


3.  How  do  you  feel  when  you  hear  noises  and  you  don’t  know  what  they  are? 

'  The  queer  little  noises 
That  no  one  explains..." 


4.  Here  are  some  of  the  words  from  the  poem  that  sound  like  sounds.  Choose  four  of  these  words 
and  use  them  to  write  descriptive  sentences  of  your  own. 

click  . 
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fluttering 


babble 

mewings 

hooting 

clashing 


5.  Most  of  this  poem  is  about  the  things  you  can  hear.  Near  the  end  of  the  poem,  the  author 
mentions  two  things  you  can’t  hear.  What  words  does  she  use  to  describe  them?  Do  you  think 
the  descriptions  are  good  ones?  Why  or  why  not? 
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How  does  it  work? 


When  you  listen  to  your  cat’s  meow  or  when  you  hear  a  car  in  the  street,  do  you  ever  wonder  how 
your  ear  works?  Have  you  ever  seen  someone  who  can’t  hear  very  well  cup  a  hand  behind  one 
ear?  Or,  have  you  seen  a  dog  perk  up  its  ears?  They  do  this  for  a  very  good  reason.  They  are 
catching  sounds.  Sounds  move  in  waves.  These  sound  waves  or  vibrations  enter  your  ears.  Your 
ears  give  the  message  about  the  sounds  to  your  brain.  Your  brain  tells  you  that  a  sound  you  just 
heard  is  the  sound  of  ram,  or  your  cat  mewing,  or  any  one  of  hundreds  of  other  sounds  that  you 
recognize.  If  you  have  not  already  done  some  research  on  the  ear,  find  out  how  it  works  and 
write  a  paragraph  telling  about  it.  Draw  a  labelled  diagram  to  go  with  your  paragraph. 

If  you  have  already  researched  the  ear,  use  an  encyclopedia  to  research  the  human  eye.  Find  out 
how  the  eye  works  and  write  a  short  paragraph  about  it.  Then  draw  a  labelled  diagram  to  go  with 
your  paragraph. 


USING  STUDY  SKILLS 


How  does  it  sound? 


Suppose  when  you  were  learning  about  sound  you  wanted  to  look  up  the  word  "vibrate”  in  the 
dictionary.  You  might  find  something  like  this. 


word  divided  into  syllables 

stress  mark  (the  part  of  the  word  you 
stress  most  when  you  say  it) 

respelling  for  pronunciation 


definitions 


sentence  using  the  word 


1.  How  many  syllables  is  the  word  "vibrate”  divided  into? . 

2.  Which  syllable  is  stressed?  . 

3.  How  many  meanings  are  given  for  the  word  "vibrate”? . 

The  spelling  in  brackets  tells  you  the  correct  way  to  pronounce  a  word.  The  pronunciation 
guides  are  needed  because  vowels  have  many  different  sounds.  Here  is  a  vowel  chart  to  help 
you  understand  the  pronouncing  marks  for  vowels. 


VOWEL  CHART 


a  as  m  am 
a  as  in  late 
a  as  in  barn 


e  as  in  wet 


e  as  m  we 


l  as  in  hid 
l  as  in  hide 


o  as  in  old 


o  as  in  not 


e  as  in  term 


6  as  in  horse 


u  as  m  us 


e  -  a  as  in  above 
e  as  in  taken 
i  as  in  pencil 
o  as  in  lemon 


oi  as  in  oil 


u  as  m  use 
ii  as  in  rule 
u  as  in  full 


ou  as  in  out 


u  as  m  circus 


Most  of  the  consonants  in  the  dictionary  respelling  make  the  same  sound  that  the  word  has  in  its 
real  spelling. 
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Fill  in  the  blanks  in  these  respelling  pronunciations.  Use  the  vowel  chart  to  help  you. 
bone  (bon) 

b  as  in  .  o  as  in  .  n  as  in  . 

vibration  (vi-bra-shen) 

i  as  in  .  a  as  in  .  e  as  in  . 

How  many  syllables  is  the  word  “vibration”  divided  into?  . 

canal  (ke-nal ) 

c  as  in  .  n  as  in  .  a  as  in  . 

How  many  syllables  is  the  word  “canal’’  divided  into?  . 
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W-A-T-E-R 


Read  the  story  "W-A-T-E-R"  on  page  165  of  your  textbook.  Look  for  details  in  the  first  few 
paragraphs  that  tell  you  about  the  setting  of  the  story.  Then  study  the  picture  below.  What  details 
are  in  it  that  are  not  mentioned  in  the  selection?  What  details  are  missing  that  the  selection  does 
mention?  Make  the  changes  necessary  to  make  the  picture  agree  with  the  details  in  the  story. 
Then  exchange  it  with  a  classmate  to  see  if  you  agree  about  the  changes  that  are  needed. 


Scan  the  story  to  find  out  what  you  can  about  the  main  characters.  Choose  a  character  you  did  not 
describe  in  the  paragraph  you  wrote  after  reading  the  selection.  Circle  any  characteristics  from 
the  following  list  which  describe  the  character  you  have  chosen.  On  a  separate  sheet  of  paper, 
write  the  sentence  from  the  selection  that  told  you  the  characteristic  belonged  to  the  person  you 
chose. 


hardworking 

optimistic 

determined 

loving 

pitying 


intelligent 

despairing 

honest 

excited 

demanding 


frightened 

understanding 

persuasive 

reluctant 

happy 


doubting 

impatient 

hopeful 

violent 

willful 
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What  is  it  like? 


Dandelions 

Over  the  climbing  meadows 
Where  swallow-shadows  float, 

These  are  the  small  gold  buttons 
On  Earth’s  green,  windy  coat. 

-Frances  M.  Frost 

In  the  poem  "Dandelions,”  Frances  M.  Frost  is  making  a  comparison. 

She  is  comparing  dandelions  to  . 

This  kind  of  comparison  is  called  a  metaphor.  A  metaphor  is  a  comparison  that  does  not  use  the 
words  "like”  or  "as”. 

The  poet  writes  about  "earth’s  green  windy  coat”.  She  means  the  green  . 

Do  you  think  "earth’s  green  windy  coat”  is  a  good  metaphor?  . 

Why  or  why  not?  . 

What  metaphor  could  you  write  about  the  sky?  What  piece  of  clothing  will  you  compare 

it  to?  . 
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Brooms 

On  stormy  days 
When  the  wind  is  high 
Tall  trees  are  brooms 
Sweeping  the  sky. 

They  swish  their  branches 
In  buckets  of  ram, 

And  swash  and  sweep  it 
Blue  again. 

-  Dorothy  Aldis 


1 .  In  this  poem  Dorothy  Aldis  is  comparing  brooms  to  . 

Is  her  comparison  a  metaphor?  .  Why  or  why  not? 


What  words  could  you  use  if  you  were  writing  about  strong  wind? 


What  metaphor  could  you  use  to  describe  the  strong  wind  if  you  were  adding  some  lines  about 

the  wind  to  this  poem? 


2.  Why  do  you  think  the  writer  of  "Brooms”  chose  the  words  "swish,"  "swash,"  and  "sweep"  to 

describe  what  trees  do  with  their  branches? 


APPRECIATING  THE  CHOICE  OF  LANGUAGE 
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Dot  a  dot  dot  dot  a  dot  dot 
Spotting  the  wmdowpane. 

Spack  a  spack  flick  a  flack  fleck 
Freckling  the  wmdowpane. 

A  spatter  a  scatter  a  wet  cat  a  clatter 
A  splatter  a  rumble  outside. 

Umbrella  umbrella  umbrella  umbrella 
Bumbershoot  barrel  of  ram. 

Slosh  a  galosh  slosh  a  galosh  ^ 

Slither  and  slather  a  glide 
A  puddle  a  jump  a  puddle  a  jump 
A  puddle  a  jump  puddle  splosh 
A  juddle  a  pump  aluddle  a  dump  a 
Puddmuddle  jump  in  the  slide! 

-  Eve  Merriam 

This  poem  uses  a  lot  of  words  that  sound  like  sounds,  so  it  appeals  to  your  sense  of  . 

1.  Do  you  think  "dot  a  dot"  are  good  words  to  describe  the  sound  of  ram  on  a  wmdowpane?  Why 


or  why  not? 


2.  Which  words  in  the  poem  do  you  think  are  the  best  words  to  describe  ram? 


3.  In  the  last  part  of  the  poem  the  words  get  all  mrxed  up.  How  does  this  remind  you  of  ram  and 
puddles?  . 


4.  Think  of  some  words  of  your  own  that  describe  the  sound  of  rain. 


\ 
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Shaping  your  world 

What  in  the  world  is  it? 


Look  carefully  at  the  four  photographs  on  this  page.  These  are  parts  of  things  that  are  familiar  to 
you.  Because  only  part  of  the  objects  are  there,  you  may  not  recognize  immediately  what  these 
things  are.  Take  your  time  and  see  if  you  can  figure  out  what  object  is  in  each  photo.  Then  turn 
the  page  upside  down  to  find  the  answers. 


Find  three  magazine  photos  of  familiar  objects  and  cut  out  a  section  of  your  pictures  that  shows  a 
part  of  the  object  which  you  think  will  be  hard  to  identify.  Stick  them  onto  cards  and  write  on 
the  back  of  the  card  what  the  object  is.  Exchange  your  cards  with  a  classmate. 

JB0I  > 
aoijs  oanuioi  g 
ouquj  peietpoio  z 
eseeqo  ■  \ 
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All  about  flowers 


You  will  often  find  articles  in  encyclopedias  and  other  books  that  have  diagrams  printed  with 
them.  Diagrams  help  you  to  understand  the  ideas  in  the  article. 

Below  is  a  diagram  of  a  flower  with  the  parts  marked.  Read  the  article  to  find  the  name  of  each 
part.  Then  write  the  name  of  each  part  of  the  flower  on  the  correct  blank  on  the  diagram. 

A  simple  flower  has  four  mam  parts.  The  petals  are  the  brightly-colored  parts  of  the  flower. 

The  petals  of  a  buttercup  are  yellow.  A  tulip’s  petals  may  be  red,  pink,  yellow,  white,  or 
purple.  At  the  base  of  the  petals  near  the  stem  of  the  flower  are  the  sepals.  The  sepals  are 
like  small  leaves.  When  the  flower  is  still  a  bud,  the  sepals  surround  the  other  flower  parts  and 
protect  them.  In  the  center  of  the  flower  is  the  pistil.  The  top  of  the  pistil  is  called  the  stigma 
and  the  thick  bottom  part  is  the  ovary  Inside  the  ovary  are  ovules  which  become  seeds  when 
they  are  fertilized.  Around  the  pistil  are  stamens.  The  top  of  the  stamen  is  the  anther.  The 
filament  holds  up  the  anther.  On  the  anther  are  pollen  grams.  When  you  smell  a  flower,  you 
sometimes  find  some  yellow  dust  on  the  end  of  your  nose.  This  dust  is  pollen. 
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Design  is  a  dandelion 

Read  through  “Design  is  a  Dandelion."  Under  each  heading  below  write  statements  the  author 
makes  that  you  know  to  be  fact  or  opinion.  Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  her  opinions?  Tell  why. 

Facts  Opinions 
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What  do  you  know  about  art? 


Family  and  Rainstorm 
The  National  Gallery  of  Canada,  Ottawa 
Tempera  on  board,  57. 1  X74.9  cm 
Alex  Colville,  1955 
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This  is  a  reproduction  of  a  painting  by  a  Canadian  painter  named  Alex  Colville.  Alex  Colville  was 
born  in  Toronto,  Ontario,  and  moved  with  his  family  to  Nova  Scotia  when  he  was  nine  years  old. 
As  a  teenager  he  became  interested  in  painting.  His  favorite  subjects  for  painting  are  people  and 
animals. 

When  a  painting  is  shown  in  a  gallery  or  reproduced  in  a  book,  certain  information  is  given  with  it. 
The  information  usually  includes  the  title,  the  artist,  the  date  it  was  painted,  the  size,  the  medium 
or  kind  of  materials  used,  and  who  owns  it. 

Read  the  information  underneath  the  painting. 

1.  What  is  the  title? 


2.  What  year  was  the  picture  painted7  . 

3.  What  materials  did  Alex  Colville  use  to  make  the  painting? 


4.  What  is  the  original  size  of  the  painting?  . 

5.  Who  owns  the  painting?  . 

Reading  the  words  on  the  page  of  a  book  is  familiar  to  you.  Did  you  know  you  can  also  "read”  a 
painting?  Look  at  this  painting  carefully  and  you  can  see  different  forms  or  shapes.  You  know  that 
the  large  shape  on  the  left  is  part  of  a  car.  You  can  also  see  smaller  shapes  inside  the  bigger 
form.  You  can  recognize  that  these  shapes  are  the  various  parts  of  the  car -windows,  door,  hinge. 
But  suppose  you  had  never  seen  a  car.  Then  these  shapes  would  not  have  names. 

You  can  also  tell  that  some  of  the  forms  have  the  shape  of  people -a  woman,  a  boy,  a  girl.  So,  you 
read  the  painting  according  to  things  you  know.  The  shapes  are  to  a  painting  what  words  are  to 
a  page. 

Each  shape  in  the  painting  is  related  to  all  the  other  shapes.  When  you  see  how  the  parts  of  the 
painting  are  related,  you  can  read  what  is  happening  in  the  picture.  You  can  also  use  your 
imagination  in  reading  the  painting,  just  as  Alex  Colville  used  his  imagination  in  painting  it. 

1 .  Who  do  you  think  the  people  are  in  this  painting? 
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2.  Look  at  the  sky.  What  does  the  sky  tell  you  about  the  weather? 


3.  What  is  the  season  of  the  year  in  the  painting?  How  can  you  tell? 


4.  How  do  the  people  feel  about  what  is  happening?  How  can  you  tell? 


5.  What  do  you  think  the  people  talk  about  when  they  are  inside  the  car? 


6.  Use  your  imagination  to  write  a  short  story  about  this  painting.  Include  in  your  story  where 
these  people  were,  what  they  were  doing,  and  where  they  are  going  now. 
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Barker  Fairley — Canadian  painter 


Photo  —  The  Toronto  Star 


Barker  Fairley  is  a  painter  who  is  94  years  old.  He  lrkes  to  paint  people  and  the  Canadian 
countryside. 

When  Barker  was  younger  he  was  a  professor  at  the  University  of  Toronto.  When  he  was  about  45, 
one  of  his  friends  said  to  him  one  day,  "I  think  you  ought  to  paint.” 

“Nonsense,”  Barker  said,  “I  can’t  paint.” 

But  his  friend  said  he  was  coming  to  breakfast  that  Sunday  morning  and  he  was  bringing  his 
paints  and  then  the  two  of  them  would  go  outside  and  paint. 

Barker  told  his  wife,  “I  hope  it  rains.”  He  didn't  want  to  go. 

But  it  didn’t  rain,  and  Barker  began  painting,  and  he  has  been  painting  ever  since. 
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Even  though  Barker  is  a  very  old  man,  he  paints  every  day.  In  a  radio  talk  he  said  he  is  very 
excited  about  his  life.  There  are  so  many  interesting  things  to  do. 

Barker  paints  very  simple  landscape  pictures,  mostly  from  the  area  in  southern  Ontario. 

This  is  a  painting  by  Barker  Fairley.  Try  to  read  this  painting. 


Photo  — The  Toronto  Star 


1.  Read  the  forms  in  the  painting.  List  the  things  you  see. 


2.  Look  at  the  various  shapes  and  fill  in  the  blanks. 

The  shape  at  the  top  is  a  . 

If  this  shape  were  at  the  bottom  of  the  painting,  we  would  probably  read  it  as 
a  .  . 

The  white  shape  on  the  right  of  the  painting  is  a  .  .  If  Barker  Fairley 

had  put  a  car  on  that  shape,  we  would  probably  call  it  a  .  . 
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If  the  large  area  at  the  bottom  of  the  painting  were  blue  with  wavy  lines  in  it,  we  could  call 


it  an _ 2 _ or  a _ L _ • 

The  large  crooked  tree  on  the  right  has  the  same  shape  as  a  _J. _ L_  J? _ _ 

3.  Compare  Barker  Fairley's  painting  with  Alex  Colville’s  painting.  How  are  the  two  paintings 
different?  Look  carefully  at  both  paintings.  What  tools  do  you  think  the  artists  used  to  pamt 
these  pictures? 


How  can  you  tell?  . 

Which  painting  is  more  realistic  (looks  most  like  the  actual  objects)?  Explain  your  reason  for  the 
one  you  chose. 


What  feelings  do  you  get  from  Colville’s  painting?  Why? 


What  feelings  do  you  get  from  Fairley’s  painting?  Why? 


4.  If  you  were  going  to  buy  a  painting  to  hang  in  your  home,  which  one  of  these  would  you 
prefer?  Why? 
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How  do  you  droodle! 

When  you  first  look  at  the  drawings  below,  you  may  think  they  are  strange.  These  are  picture 
riddles.  See  if  you  can  guess  what  they  are. 

Hint:  Each  one  is  only  part  of  the  whole  thing. 


Now  create  at  least  one  picture  riddle  of  your  own.  Exchange  with  a  classmate  and  try  to  guess 
each  other’s  riddle. 
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In  your  neighborhood 


Getting  there  is  half  the  fun 

Suppose  you  had  just  moved  to  a  different  part  of  the  city  and  you  wanted  to  tell  your  frrend  how 
to  get  to  your  new  house.  Pretend  this  map  shows  your  part  of  town.  Your  friend  does  not  have 
a  map,  and  you  want  to  give  directions  how  to  get  to  your  house. 

///////////////  Gfeilwny/ 
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Write  out  a  set  of  directions  for  your  friend,  as  clearly  as  you  can.  Include  landmarks  along  the  way 
so  your  friend  can  tell  if  he  or  she  is  on  the  right  track.  For  instance,  you  might  say,  “Watch  for 
the  dairy  on  your  right.’’ 

Write  your  instructions  as  though  your  friend  were  coming  into  town  on  Campbell  Way. 
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Bridge  to  Terabithia 

This  is  part  of  a  story  from  a  book  called  Bridge  to  Terabithia.  In  this  story  a  boy  named  Jess  and  a 
girl  named  Leslie  have  become  good  friends  and  create  an  imaginary  land  named  Terabithia  in 
the  woods. 

% 

...Jess  and  Leslie  turned  and  ran  up  over  the  empty  field  behind  the  old  Perkins  place  and 
down  to  the  dry  creek  bed  that  separated  farmland  from  the  woods.  There  was  an  old  crab 
apple  tree  there,  just  at  the  bank  of  the  creek  bed,  from  which  someone  long  forgotten  had 
hung  a  rope. 

They  took  turns  swinging  across  the  gully  on  the  rope.  It  was  a  glorious  autumn  day,  and  if 
you  looked  up  as  you  swung,  it  gave  you  the  feeling  of  floating.  Jess  leaned  back  and  drank 
in  the  rich,  clear  color  of  the  sky.  He  was  drifting,  drifting  like  a  fat  white  lazy  cloud  back 
and  forth  across  the  blue. 

"Do  you  know  what  we  need?’’  Leslie  called  to  him.  Intoxicated  as  he  was  with  the  heavens, 
he  couldn’t  imagine  needing  anything  on  earth. 

"We  need  a  place,"  she  said,  "just  for  us.  It  would  be  so  secret  that  we  would  never  tell 
anyone  in  the  whole  world  about  it."  Jess  came  swinging  back  and  dragged  his  feet  to  stop. 
She  lowered  her  voice  almost  to  a  whisper.  "It  might  be  a  whole  secret  country,"  she 
continued,  "and  you  and  I  would  be  the  rulers  of  it.” 

Her  words  stirred  inside  of  him.  He’d  like  to  be  a  ruler  of  something.  Even  something  that 
wasn't  real.  "OK,"  he  said.  "Where  could  we  have  it?" 

"Over  there  in  the  woods  where  nobody  would  come  and  mess  it  up.” 

There  were  parts  of  the  woods  that  Jess  did  not  like.  Dark  places  where  it  was  almost  like 
being  under  water,  but  he  didn’t  say  so. 

"I  know"  -  she  was  getting  excited  -  "It  could  be  a  magic  country  like  Narnia,  and  the  only 
way  you  can  get  in  is  by  swinging  across  on  this  enchanted  rope."  Her  eyes  were  bright.  She 
grabbed  the  rope.  "Come  on,"  she  said.  "Let's  find  a  place  to  build  our  castle  stronghold.” 

They  had  gone  only  a  few  yards  into  the  woods  beyond  the  creek  bed  when  Leslie  stopped. 

"How  about  right  here'?’'  she  asked. 

"Sure,"  Jess  agreed  guickly,  relieved  that  there  was  no  need  to  plunge  deeper  into  the 
woods.  He  would  take  her  there,  of  course,  for  he  wasn’t  such  a  coward  that  he  would  mind  a 
little  exploring  now  and  then  farther  in  amongst  the  ever-darkening  columns  of  the  tall  pines. 
But  as  a  regular  thing,  as  a  permanent  place,  this  was  where  he  would  choose  to  be -here 
where  the  dogwood  and  redbud  played  hide  and  seek  between  the  oaks  and  evergreens,  and 
the  sun  flung  itself  in  golden  streams  through  the  trees  to  splash  warmly  at  their  feet. 
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‘‘Sure,’'  he  repeated  himself,  nodding  vigorously.  The  underbrush  was  dry  and  would  be  easy 
to  clear  away.  The  ground  was  almost  level.  “This’ll  be  a  good  place  to  build." 

Leslie  named  their  secret  land  “Teribithia,”  and  she  loaned  Jess  all  of  her  books  about 
Narnia,  so  he  would  know  how  things  went  in  a  magic  kingdom -how  the  animals  and  the 
trees  must  be  protected  and  how  a  ruler  must  behave.  That  was  the  hard  part.  When  Leslie 
spoke,  the  words  rolling  out  so  regally,  you  knew  she  was  a  proper  queen.  He  could  hardly 
manage  English,  much  less  the  poetic  language  of  a  king.... 

But  he  could  make  stuff.  They  dragged  boards  and  other  materials  down  from  the  scrap  heap 
by  Miss  Bessie’s  pasture  and  built  their  castle  stronghold  in  the  place  they  had  found  in  the 
woods.  Leslie  filled  a  three-pound  coffee  can  with  crackers  and  dried  fruit  and  a  one-pound 
can  with  strings  and  nails.  They  found  five  old  Pepsi  bottles  which  they  washed  and  filled 
with  water,  in  case,  as  Leslie  said,  “of  siege." 

Like  God  in  the  Bible,  they  looked  at  what  they  had  made  and  found  it  very  good. 

“You  should  draw  a  picture  of  Terabithia  for  us  to  hang  in  the  castle,"  Leslie  said. 

“I  can’t."  How  could  he  explain  it  in  a  way  Leslie  would  understand,  how  he  yearned  to 
reach  out  and  capture  the  quivering  life  about  him  and  how  when  he  tried,  it  slipped  past  his 
fingertips,  leaving  a  dry  fossil  upon  the  page?  “I  just  can’t  get  the  poetry  of  the  trees,”  he 
said. 

She  nodded.  “Don’t  worry,"  she  said.  “You  will  someday.” 

He  believed  her  because  there  in  the  shadowy  light  of  the  stronghold  everything  seemed 
possible.  Between  the  two  of  them  they  owned  the  world. 


1.  Read  the  first  five  paragraphs  to  find  a  clue  to  how  Leslie  and  Jess  feel  about  their  friendship. 
What  is  the  clue? 


2.  Often  boys  think  that  feeling  afraid  is  something  to  be  ashamed  of.  What  were  the  things  that 
frightened  Jess? 
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3.  From  what  you  find  out  about  Leslie  in  the  story,  do  you  think  she  would  still  like  Jess  if  she 
knew  he  was  afraid?  Give  the  reason  for  your  answer. 


In  the  space  below  draw  four  pictures  showing  the  order  in  which  events  in  the  story  happened 
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The  next  part  of  the  story  about  Jess  and  Leslie  happens  at  Christmastime. 

...The  last  week  of  school  before  the  Christmas  holidays,  Jess  was  growing  desperate.  He 
hadn't  been  able  to  think  of  a  present  for  Leslie.  He  thought  about  making  her  a  book  of  his 
drawings.  He  even  got  the  paper  and  crayons  from  school  to  do  it  with.  But  nothing  he  drew 
seemed  good  enough,  and  he  would  end  up  scrawling  across  the  half-finished  page  and 
poking  it  into  the  stove  to  burn  up. 

He  couldn’t  think  of  a  way  to  get  money  to  buy  a  present.  There  was  no  one  he  could  ask  for 
help  or  advice.  His  dad  had  told  him  he  would  give  him  a  dollar  for  each  member  of  the 
family,  but  even  if  he  cheated  on  the  family  presents,  there  was  no  way  he  could  get  from 
that  enough  to  buy  Leslie  anything  worth  giving  her. 

Oh,  he  was  stupid.  It  was  a  wonder  someone  like  Leslie  would  even  give  him  the  time  of  day. 
He  gazed  miserably  out  the  window  of  the  school  bus. 

Then  he  saw  the  sign. 

"Puppies,”  it  said.  "Free.” 

Immediately  Jess  knew  what  he  would  give  Leslie... 

Jess  told  Leslie  to  meet  him  at  the  castle  stronghold  on  Christmas  Eve  afternoon.  The  rest  of 
his  family  had  gone  to  the  Millsburg  Plaza  for  last-minute  shopping,  but  he  stayed  behind. 

The  dog  was  a  little  brown-and-black  thing  with  great  brown  eyes.  Jess  stole  a  ribbon  from 
Brenda’s  drawer,  and  hurried  across  the  field  and  down  the  hill  with  the  puppy  squirming 
in  his  arms.  Before  he  got  to  the  creek  bed,  it  had  licked  his  face  raw  and  sent  a  stream 
down  his  jacket  front,  but  he  couldn’t  be  mad.  He  tucked  it  tightly  under  his  arm  and  swung 
across  the  creek  as  gently  as  he  could.  He  could  have  walked  through  the  gully.  It  would 
have  been  easier,  but  he  couldn’t  escape  the  feeling  that  one  must  enter  Terabithia  only  by 
the  prescribed  entrance.  He  couldn't  let  the  puppy  break  the  rules.  It  might  mean  bad  luck  for 
both  of  them. 

At  the  stronghold  he  tied  the  ribbon  around  the  puppy’s  neck,  laughing  as  it  backed  out  of 
the  loop  and  chewed  at  the  ends  of  the  ribbon.  It  was  a  clever,  lively  little  thing -a  present 
Jess  could  be  proud  of. 

There  was  no  mistaking  the  delight  in  Leslie’s  eyes.  She  dropped  to  her  knees  on  the  cold 
ground,  picked  the  puppy  up,  and  held  it  close  to  her  face. 

"Watch  it,”  Jess  cautioned.  "It  sprays  worse’n  a  water  pistol.” 

Leslie  moved  it  out  a  little  way.  "Is  it  male  or  female?” 

Once  in  a  rare  while  there  was  something  he  could  teach  Leslie.  "Boy,”  he  said  happily. 
"Then  we’ll  name  him  Prince  Ternen  and  make  him  the  guardian  of  Terabithia.” 
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She  put  the  puppy  down  and  got  to  her  feet. 

“Where  are  you  going?” 

“To  the  grove  of  the  pines,”  she  answered.  “This  is  a  time  of  greatest  joy.” 

Later  that  afternoon  Leslie  gave  Jess  his  present.  It  was  a  box  of  watercolors  with  twenty-four 
tubes  of  color  and  three  brushes  and  a  pad  of  heavy  art  paper. 

“Lord,”  he  said.  “Thank  you.”  He  tried  to  think  of  a  better  way  to  say  it,  but  he  couldn’t. 
“Thank  you,”  he  repeated. 

“It’s  not  a  great  present  like  yours,”  she  said  humbly,  “but  I  hope  you’ll  like  it.” 

He  wanted  to  tell  her  how  proud  and  good  she  made  him  feel,  that  the  rest  of  Christmas 
didn’t  matter  because  today  had  been  so  good,  but  the  words  he  needed  weren’t  there.  “Oh, 
yeah,  yeah,  ”  he  said,  and  then  got  up  on  his  knees  and  began  to  bark  at  Prince  Ternen. 

Agree  or  disagree  with  the  following  statements.  Tell  why  you  think  as  you  do. 

1.  Jess  did  not  have  much  self-confidence. 


2.  Jess  did  not  care  much  about  Leslie  so  he  gave  her  a  present  that  did  not  cost  him  any  money. 


3.  Leslie’s  present  to  Jess  showed  that  she  believed  in  him. 


4.  When  Jess  wanted  to  tell  Leslie  something  important,  he  was  very  good  at  putting  his  thoughts 
into  words. 
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5.  If  you  knew  Jess  and  Leslie,  would  you  like  to  have  them  for  friends?  Why  or  why  not? 


Draw  a  picture  of  Jess,  Leslie,  and  yourself  doing  an  activity  you  think  you  would  all  enjoy.  Make 
the  stronghold  at  Terabithia  your  setting. 
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Using  words 

Some  of  the  words  in  the  story  about  Leslie  and  Jess  have  different  meanings  or  shades  of 
meanings.  Read  this  sentence  from  the  story. 

Intoxicated  as  he  was  with  the  heavens,  he  couldn't  imagine  needing  anything  on  earth. 

Read  this  sentence  for  a  different  impression  created  by  the  same  word: 

He  was  so  intoxicated  with  power  that  he  began  to  behave  very  unpleasantly  toward  other 
people. 

In  which  sentence  is  the  effect  of  the  word  more  pleasant?  . 

Draw  a  picture  showing  how  Jess  looked  when  he  was  "intoxicated  with  the  heavens." 


VOCABULARY 


Read  this  sentence  from  the  story. 

It  would  have  been  easier,  but  he  couldn’t  escape  the  feeling  that  one  must  enter  Terabithia 
only  by  the  prescribed  entrance. 

Now  read  this  sentence  for  a  different  use  of  the  underlined  word. 

Rachel  went  to  the  drugstore  to  pick  up  the  medicine  the  doctor  had  prescribed  for  her 
mother. 

Which  sentence  uses  “prescribed”  as  a  word  of  action?  . 

Which  sentence  uses  “prescribed”  as  a  word  of  advice?  . 

Explain  your  reason  for  both  answers . 


Read  the  following  sentences.  Circle  the  correct  word  underneath  each  sentence  that  has  the  same 
meaning  as  the  underlined  word. 


1.  The  two  children  yearned  to  have  a  pet  of  their  very  own. 

(fought,  longed,  cried) 


2. 


The  German  shepherd  was  such  a  good  watchdog  that  he  seemed  like  the  protector  of  the 
house. 

(director,  provider,  guardian) 


3.  The  officials  walked  so  regally  in  the  parade  that  they  inspired  respect  in  the  spectators. 

(humbly,  majestically,  lazily) 

4.  The  guards  warned  the  visitors  at  the  zoo  about  getting  too  close  to  the  lions’  cage. 

(invited,  cautioned,  told) 
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Stash  the  trash 


Read  "Stash  the  Trash"  on  page  227  of  your  textbook.  Read  the  story  to  find  out  what  the 
important  events  were.  What  was  an  important  event  that  was  mentioned  in  the  story,  but  which 
happened  before  the  actual  story? 


Make  a  time  line  that  lists  the  events  in  the  story.  Include  two  events  that  happened  before  the 
story  actually  begins.  Think  of  two  events  that  may  have  happened  as  a  further  result  of  the  events 
in  the  story.  Include  these  in  your  time  line. 
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Who  made  this  mess? 


Everything  that  happens  in  your  house  and  in  your  neighborhood  requires  energy.  When  you 
turn  on  the  light  or  make  a  piece  of  toast,  or  watch  TV,  you  are  using  energy.  When  you 
use  your  car  to  go  to  the  grocery  store,  you  are  using  energy.  If  you  ride  the  subway  or  bus  to 
save  gasoline  in  your  car,  you  are  still  using  some  energy.  When  you  use  a  plastic  garbage 
bag  or  drink  out  of  a  plastic  cup,  you  are  using  energy  in  two  ways  because  plastics  are 
made  from  a  fuel  called  petroleum  and  the  factory  had  to  use  energy  to  produce  the  cup  and 
the  bag. 

Factories  must  burn  fuel  to  produce  energy.  Fuel  is  something  that  we  burn  on  purpose  to 
produce  energy.  Unfortunately,  many  of  the  things  we  need  and  use  every  day  are  produced 
in  a  way  that  leaves  a  lot  of  dirt  behind.  We  call  this  pollution. 

We  use  fuels  like  oil,  natural  gas  and  coal  to  produce  energy.  Electricity,  which  is  a  form  of 
energy,  is  produced  by  generators  which  require  some  form  of  fuel.  When  a  factory  or  a  car 
burns  fuel  to  produce  energy,  not  everything  in  the  fuel  will  burn  up,  so  what  is  left  must 
go  somewhere.  The  parts  that  don’t  burn  up  become  smoke  and  soot.  The  smoke  and  soot 
contain  gases  and  chemicals  that  are  harmful  to  people  and  plants  and  animals. 

Factories  that  are  operated  carelessly  sometimes  empty  their  wastes  into  the  lakes  and  rivers. 
For  instance,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  North  American  continent,  the  Great  Lakes  have 
become  very  badly  polluted  by  factories.  In  1981  harmful  chemicals  like  dioxin  were  found  in 
the  water  and  in  the  fish  in  Lake  Ontario. 

The  exhaust  from  cars  leaves  behind  harmful  pollution  in  the  air.  In  our  large  cities  where  a 
lot  of  cars  are  used  in  a  small  space,  the  amount  of  pollution  is  a  problem.  In  addition,  large 
cities  often  have  factories  that  do  not  have  proper  equipment  to  remove  harmful  chemicals 
from  their  smokestacks. 

A  lot  of  this  pollution  from  the  air  eventually  ends  up  in  the  soil.  When  it  rains  or  snows,  the 
water  takes  with  it  whatever  it  collects  on  its  way  down  from  the  clouds.  Then  it  all  seeps 
into  the  soil.  Of  course,  this  affects  every  growing  thing. 

There  is  something  that  can  be  done  to  cut  down  on  the  pollution.  Factories  can  use 
equipment  that  will  reduce  the  amount  of  waste  they  put  into  the  air  and  water.  We  could 
manufacture  cars  that  use  fuel  that  does  not  produce  fumes. 

Pollution  is  a  big  problem.  It  affects  all  of  us  on  this  continent,  regardless  of  what 
neighborhood  we  live  in.  Our  earth  is  a  beautiful  place  to  live.  Wouldn’t  it  make  sense  to  take 
good  care  of  it? 
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1.  How  do  you  think  the  author  of  this  article  feels  about  pollution? 


2.  Have  you  ever  walked  down  the  street  and  felt  that  the  air  was  too  bad  to  breathe?  If  so,  why 
did  that  happen? 


3.  Do  you  agree  with  this  author  that  the  problem  of  pollution  affects  all  of  us? 
Why  or  why  not?  . 


4.  Find  two  things  that  the  author  suggests  could  be  done  to  cut  down  on  the  amount  of  pollution. 


5.  Why  do  you  think  this  author  wrote  an  article  about  pollution? 


6.  Do  you  think  she  accomplished  her  purpose?  Why  or  why  not? 
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Look  at  the  funny  side 

Often  a  sense  of  humor  helps  people  discover  a  new  way  of  looking  at  problems.  Cartoonists  often 
make  fun  of  the  things  people  do  that  don't  make  much  sense. 

Look  at  these  two  cartoons.  Decide  what  you  think  is  happening  and  then  write  the  punch  line  for 
each  cartoon. 


Now  think  of  some  more  ideas  related  to  pollution  problems  that  would  make  good  cartoons.  On  a 
separate  sheet  of  paper  make  two  cartoons  of  your  own  about  pollution. 
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Supersaurus 

Dinosaurs 


In  her  poem  '‘Dinosaurs,"  Valerie  Worth  tells  us  that  dogs  don’t  even  know  that  dinosaurs  once 
lived  on  earth.  In  the  space  below,  draw  a  story  in  cartoon  form  of  a  dog  seeing  a  live  dinosaur. 
Then  show  how  the  dog  and  the  dinosaur  could  play  together  and  help  each  other,  given  their 
different  sizes. 

Exchange  your  cartoon  with  a  classmate  to  see  what  other  people’s  ideas  were  like. 
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Where  will  you  find  It? 


A  dictionary  and  an  encyclopedia  are  called  reference  books.  They  are  sources  of  information  to 
which  we  refer ,  instead  of  reading  them  from  cover  to  cover  lrke  a  story.  If  you  know  how  to  use  a 
dictronary  and  encyclopedia,  you  can  find  out  many  interesting  facts. 

If  you  were  to  look  up  the  word  drnosaur  in  the  drctionary,  you  might  find  the  entry  below. 

di-no-saur  (di  ne  sor)  n.  any  of  a  great  variety  of  huge  reptiles  that  lived  millions  of  years  ago. 

If  you  were  to  look  up  "dinosaur”  in  the  encyclopedra,  you  might  find  this  article,  or  an  even 
longer,  more  detailed  article. 

Dinosaurs  were  reptiles  that  lived  in  what  is  known  as  the  Age  of  Reptiles.  This  age  began  in 
the  geological  period  called  Triassic,  which  began  about  230  000  000  years  ago.  Drnosaurs 
are  last  found  in  the  rocks  of  the  late  Cretaceous  period,  which  ended  about  65  000  000  years 
ago.  The  dinosaur  age  thus  lasted  for  some  165  000  000  years.  This  does  not  mean  that  the 
individual  dinosaurs  were  especially  long-lived.  There  seems  no  reason  to  believe  that  their 
lrves  were  longer  than  those  of  the  large  game  animals  of  Africa  today. 

Being  reptiles,  dinosaurs  had  scaly  skins  and  cold  blood,  and  the  females  laid  eggs  on  dry 
land.  As  with  all  reptiles,  their  lrfe  was  lived  at  a  slower  pace  than  that  of  large  warm-blooded 
mammals,  like  today’s  lions,  rhinoceroses,  or  elephants.  Therr  food  requirements  were  those 
of  large  cold-blooded  animals  and  cannot  be  judged  by  the  needs  of  the  large  mammals  in 
zoos. 

The  name  "reptile”  is  derived  from  the  Latin  verb  that  means  "to  creep,”  and  most  modern 
reptiles  are  creeping  things.  Yet  the  lizard,  the  snake,  and  the  turtle  are  not  creatures  that 
usually  fire  the  imagination.  Why  have  the  dinosaurs  aroused  such  interest? 

The  srmple  answer  rs  that  many  of  the  dinosaurs  were  of  unusually  large  size.  Also,  they  were 
not  lrke  modern  reptiles,  for  many  of  them  ran  on  therr  hind  legs  and  were  somewhat 
kangaroo-like  in  appearance.  Some  even  climbed  trees,  while  still  others  floated  their  fantastic 
bodies  in  the  deeps  of  swamps. 

The  name  "Dinosauria”  was  given  in  1841  to  the  earliest  known  forms  by  Richard  Owen,  the 
English  anatomrst.  Owen  states  that  he  made  the  name  up  from  the  Greek  words  meaning 
"fearfully  great  lizards.”  We  now  know  that  many  dinosaurs  were  not  fearfully  large  and  that 
some  were  quite  small.  More  recent  scientific  discoveries  have  shown  that  the  classification 
made  by  Owen  is  out  of  date.  So  the  word  "Dinosauria”  is  not  now  used  by  scientists, 
although  it  continues  in  the  common  form  "dinosaur.” 
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The  dictionary  gives  you  three  kinds  of  information  about  the  word  "dinosaur.”  List  the 
information. 

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

What  information  does  the  dictionary  give  that  the  encyclopedia 

article  does  not?  . 

If  you  were  in  a  hurry  and  wanted  to  find  out  what  "dinosaur”  means  in  just  a  few  words,  would 
you  look  in  the  dictionary  or  the  encyclopedia? 


Find  two  kinds  of  information  the  encyclopedia  gives  that  the  dictionary  does  not  give. 

1 . 

2 . 

Read  the  encyclopedia  article  and  answer  these  questions. 

1.  Why  was  the  name  "dinosaur”  chosen  for  these  creatures? 


2.  What  do  you  know  about  reptiles  from  learning  about  dinosaurs? 


3.  What  common  beliefs  about  the  size  of  dinosaurs  have  turned  out  to  be  untrue? 
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4.  What  other  subjects  does  this  article  suggest  which  you  can  look  up  in  the  encyclopedia  if  you 
want  more  information? 
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Dinosaur  chart 


Refer  to  the  chart  on  dinosaurs  on  page  24  of  your  textbook.  Choose  one  of  the  dinosaurs 
described  and  write  a  short  paragraph  about  it.  Draw  a  big  picture  of  the  dinosaur.  Include 
something  in  your  picture  that  would  give  an  idea  of  the  size  of  the  dinosaur.  Write  your 

paragraph  inside  the  picture. 
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Dinosaur  egg-hunting 

The  following  is  a  true  story  that  happened  more  than  fifty  years  ago.  In  this  selection  you  will  find 
out  how  the  first  dinosaur  eggs  were  found.  A  scientist-explorer  named  Roy  Chapman  Andrews 
wrote  the  story.  When  he  was  living,  he  was  the  director  of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural 
History. 

When  you  read  this  story,  look  for  the  clues  to  how  the  scientists  could  be  sure  of  what  they 
found. 

Until  we  went  to  the  Gobi  Desert,  no  one  knew  how  dinosaurs  produced  their  young.  It  was 
supposed  that  they  laid  eggs  because  dinosaurs  were  reptiles  and  most  reptiles  lay  eggs.  Still, 
no  dinosaur  eggs  had  been  found  anywhere  in  the  world.  But  on  the  second  day  at  the 
Flaming  Cliffs,  George  Olsen  came  in  for  luncheon  with  a  strange  story.  He  said  he  had 
discovered  some  fossil  eggs.  All  of  us  joked  him  about  it  at  first.  We  thought  they  would 
prove  to  be  stones  shaped  like  eggs.  “Laugh  if  you  want  to,"  he  said,  “but  they  are  eggs  all 
right.  Come  with  me.” 

We  had  to  walk  only  a  short  distance  from  camp.  Olsen  pointed  to  a  small  rock  ledge.  There 
lay  three  eggs,  eight  inches  long.  Dr.  Granger  picked  one  up,  and  all  of  us  gathered  around 
him.  The  egg  was  heavy,  for  the  inside  was  solid  red  sandstone.  The  shell  was  broken,  but  it 
looked  just  like  regular  eggshell  only  thicker.  It  was  brown  and  completely  petrified. 

Dr.  Granger  finally  said,  “Gentlemen,  there  is  no  doubt  about  it.  You  are  looking  at  the  first 
dinosaur  egg  ever  found.”  Maybe  you  think  we  weren’t  excited! 

But  then  we  thought,  could  these  be  anything  except  dinosaur  eggs'?  They  were  about  eight 
inches  long  and  bluntly  pointed  at  both  ends.  Birds’  eggs  have  one  end  pointed  and  the  other 
round,  so  they  won’t  roll  out  of  the  nest.  Most  reptile  eggs  are  shaped  like  the  ones  George 
Olsen  found  because  they  are  laid  in  holes  scooped  out  of  the  sand.  There  was  another 
important  fact.  Only  dinosaur  bones  were  in  this  deposit.  And  anyway  the  Cretaceous  birds, 

70  million  years  ago,  were  much  too  small  to  have  laid  an  eight-inch  egg.  Yes,  it  seemed 
guite  certain  these  must  be  dinosaur  eggs. 

The  three  lying  on  the  ground  had  broken  out  of  a  shelf  of  sandstone.  It  was  slowly  crumbling 
through  the  action  of  weathering.  We  could  see  pieces  of  broken  shell  and  the  ends  of  several 
other  eggs  in  the  rock.  Dr.  Granger  said  it  would  be  best  to  take  up  the  whole  block  of 
sandstone  just  as  it  was.  At  the  Museum  the  other  eggs  could  be  worked  out  carefully. 

Then  we  had  another  surprise.  As  he  started  to  brush  away  the  loose  sediment  on  top  of  the 
eggs,  he  exposed  the  skeleton  of  a  small  dinosaur!  It  was  only  two  or  three  feet  long  and 
had  no  teeth.  Later  Professor  Osborn  found  it  to  be  a  new  kind  of  dinosaur.  He  named  it 
Oviraptor  (O-vi-rap-tor)  which  means  “the  egg  stealer.”  He  believed  it  had  lived  by  sucking 
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the  eggs  of  other  dinosaurs.  Probably  it  was  in  the  act  of  digging  up  the  eggs  when  a  sudden 
windstorm  buried  it  right  on  top  of  the  nest  it  had  meant  to  rob. 

Months  later  I  was  in  the  Museum  when  the  block  of  sandstone  arrived.  It  was  like  opening  a 
Christmas  package.  Bit  by  bit  the  rock  chipped  away.  In  the  center  of  the  stone  lay  thirteen 
beautiful  eggs  in  a  circle  of  two  layers.  Their  ends  pointed  inward.  We  could  see  pieces  of 
white  bone  through  breaks  in  the  shell  of  two  eggs.  When  they  were  opened,  the  skeletons  of 
unhatched  baby  dinosaurs  were  exposed.  So  there  could  no  longer  be  any  doubt  about  these 
being  dinosaur  eggs.  A  few  days  after  the  first  discovery,  five  eggs  were  found  in  a  cluster. 

Also  another  group  of  nine.  When  we  left  Flaming  Cliffs,  we  had  twenty-five  eggs. 

1.  How  could  the  scientists  tell  that  the  dinosaur  eggs  were  not  just  rocks  shaped  like  eggs'? 


2.  How  could  the  explorers  tell  that  the  eggs  weren’t  just  big  birds’  eggs? 


3.  What  did  the  explorers  find  that  successfully  proved  these  eggs  were  dinosaur  eggs? 


4.  Do  you  think  this  story  gives  you  enough  facts  to  make  you  feel  completely  sure  that  these  men 
actually  found  dinosaur  eggs?  List  at  least  three  facts  from  the  story  to  back  up  your  conclusion. 
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Do  you  know  how  chicken  or  bird  eggs  are  hatched?  Were  dinosaur  eggs  hatched  the  same  way? 
How  were  they  the  same  and  how  were  they  different?  Read  this  paragraph  to  find  out  and  then 
complete  the  chart. 

How  were  the  eggs  preserved?  This  is  the  way  it  must  have  been.  The  "hen”  dinosaur 
scooped  out  a  shallow  hole  and  laid  her  eggs.  Then  she  spread  a  thin  covering  of  sand  over 
them.  This  ended  the  job  so  far  as  she  was  concerned.  She  didn't  sit  on  her  eggs,  like  a 
chicken,  to  keep  them  warm.  The  sun  did  that.  But,  of  course,  the  sand  had  to  be  loose  and 
porous  so  air  and  heat  could  get  to  the  eggs.  The  little  dinosaurs  must  breathe  through  the  air 
holes  in  the  shell  like  a  bird.  Probably  during  a  windstorm,  many  feet  of  sand  were  heaped 
over  some  of  the  nests.  That  cut  off  warmth  and  air.  The  eggs  never  hatched.  As  time  went 
on,  more  and  more  sand  piled  up.  Finally  it  became  so  heavy  that  the  shells  cracked,  and 
the  liquid  contents  ran  out.  At  the  same  time,  sand  sifted  into  the  shells  and  made  a  core. 
That  kept  the  eggs  in  their  original  shape.  After  many  thousands  of  years  the  sand  over  the 
eggs  was  pressed  together  into  rock. 


How  chicken  or  bird  eggs  and  dinosaur  eggs  are  different 


Where  eggs  laid 

Chicken 

Dinosaur 

How  eggs  covered 

Source  of  heat 

Bird  eggs  now  are  the  same  as  dinosaur  eggs  were  in  that  they  both  must  have 


to  hatch.  They  also  both  must  have  .  to  breathe  through 

in  the  shell. 

According  to  the  paragraph  above,  why  did  the  dinosaur  eggs  that 


were  found  never  hatch? 


What  does  the  above  paragraph  say  that  would  give  you  a  clue  to  one  reason  why  dinosaurs  died 
out? 
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On  this  scale  of  importance,  how  would  you  rate  the  rmportance  of  the  report  of  dinosaur  eggs? 
Mark  an  x  on  the  scale  accordrng  to  how  rmportant  you  thrnk  thrs  drscovery  was.  Grve  a  reason  for 
your  answer. 

Hardly  Just  of  Average  Very 

Important_ Importance_ Important 


Reason: 
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True  or  false? 


Jill  Digger  discovers  dinosaur  egg 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  Jill  Digger  found  a 
dinosaur  egg.  Jill  was  digging  in  a  lot  behind  her 
garden  near  Redbush,  Ontario.  She  had  dumped 
a  shovel  full  of  dirt  when  she  noticed  something 
round  and  yellow  protruding  out  of  the  soil.  Jill 
dug  around  the  object  and  found  a  perfectly 
round,  yellow  dinosaur  egg,  about  four  inches  in 
diameter.  The  egg  was  slightly  fuzzy  and  soft, 
and  was  very  well  preserved. 

Scientists  are  perplexed  by  how  the  fuzz  was  so 


well-preserved  while  it  was  buried  in  the  wet 
earth. 

Dr.  Fuzzbinder  of  the  local  museum  said  there 
was  no  doubt  in  his  mind  that  this  was,  in  fact, 
the  egg  of  the  large  Brontosaurus  of  135  million 
years  ago.  However,  many  people  who  have  seen 
it  claim  it  is  a  tennis  ball. 

Jill  Digger  is  taking  twenty-four  hours  to  decide 
whether  to  keep  this  treasure.  She  will  either 
keep  it  and  allow  people  to  view  it  for  a  small 
fee,  or  turn  it  over  to  the  museum  where  it  would 
go  on  display  in  a  locked  glass  case. 


Would  you  believe  this  article  if  you  saw  it  in  the  newspaper?  Reread  the  article  and  look  for  the 
following  points  about  dinosaur  eggs.  Then  decide  whether  the  article  is  based  on  fact  or  fantasy. 

Points  to  keep  in  mind: 

1 .  the  climate  that  best  preserves  fossils 

2.  size  of  dinosaur  eggs 

3.  color  of  dinosaur  eggs 

4.  texture  of  dinosaur  eggs 

If  you  decide  the  article  is  based  on  fantasy,  use  the  list  above  and  complete  this  chart. 

Facts  you  know  about  Newspaper  description 

dinosaur  eggs  of  dinosaur  egg  found 
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Which  word  fits? 


Read  the  following  paragraph.  Fill  in  the  blanks  with  the  correct  words  that  you  will  find  listed 
below  with  definitions  to  help  you. 

perplexed  -  puzzled 

preserved  -  kept  in  good  condition 

protruding  -  sticking  out 

exposed  -  open  to  the  weather 

porous  -  full  of  holes 

deposit -something  that  has  been  left 

weathering  -  wearing  away  caused  by  weather 

petrified  -  hardened  into  stone 

sediment  -  small  particles  left  after  water  has  washed  over  soil 
If  you  have  a  good  imagination,  looking  for  fossils  is  not  at  all  boring.  When  you  find 

the  .  remains  of  ancient  creatures,  you  can  imagine  scenes  from  ages 

past.  Usually  fossils  are  buried  in  .  caused  by  . 

from  the  wind  and  the  ram  and  other  natural  earth  processes.  The  fossils  themselves  are  nothing 


more  than  a  mineral  .  left  in  place  of  the  original  creature.  A  hard  fossil 

is  not  at  all  .  as,  for  instance,  a  bone  would  be.  If  bones  were 

left  .  to  the  elements,  they  would  never  be  . 


When  scientists  are  digging  in  the  earth  and  find  a  form  .  above  the 

surface,  they  are  delighted  because  it  probably  means  they  have  found  another  clue  in  their 
search.  However,  sometimes  finding  something  new  also  leaves  scientists 
more  .  than  they  were  when  they  began  their  search. 


VOCABULARY 


Do  you  get  the  message? 


Morse  code 

The  best-known  code  is  the  Morse  Code.  It  was  invented  by  Samuel  Morse  in  1832,  and  he 
claimed  it  could  be  learned  by  any  intelligent  person  in  an  hour.  It  can  be  used  in  any  language,  in 
all  kinds  of  ways.  It  can  be  used  in  light  flashes,  whistle  blasts,  or  even  flags.  Morse  chose  the 
symbols  carefully,  by  averaging  how  often  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  are  used. 

Look  at  the  code  below  and  find  which  letter  has  the  shortest  symbol.  What  do  you  think  is  the 
reason  for  this  choice? 


A  •  — 

J  . - 

S  •  •  • 

B  —  •  •  • 

K - 

T  — 

• 

1 

• 

1 

U 

L  •  —  •  • 

C 

» 

• 

1 

• 

• 

1 

Q 

M - 

v  •  •  •  — 

E  • 

N 

w  . - 

F  •  •  —  • 

0 - 

X - 

G - • 

T) 

• 

1 

1 

• 

Y - 

H  •  •  •  • 

Q - 

• 

• 

1 

1 

N 

I  •  •  R  •  —  • 
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Write  out  the  following  Morse  Code  messages  in  English. 


1.  •  •  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  •  • 

•  • 


2.  •  •  • 


3. 


•  -  • 


4.  •  •  —  • 
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What  does  it  say? 

Look  at  the  sentence  below.  If  you  can  figure  out  the  code  in  this  sentence,  you  will  be  able  to 
find  out  what  the  paragraph  below  says. 

Nifally,  tfaer  rhtee  eewks,  my  tac  doJy  terurned. 

What  is  the  key  to  reading  the  above  sentence? 


Now  use  the  key  you  discovered  to  decipher  the  paragraph  below. 

Nifgerprints  era  ramks  dame  by  eht  taptern  of  dirges  of  iksn  on  eht  mfgertips.  Nifgerpnnts  era 
eht  sebt  yaw  to  edintify  oepple  cebause  no  owt  oepple  vahe  nifgerprints  ahtt  era  axectly 
ilake,  ton  even  edmtical  lwtns. 


Write  your  own  message  below  in  the  code  you  have  just  learned.  Exchange  your  work  with 
another  student  to  see  if  you  can  figure  out  each  other’s  message. 
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Make  up  your  own  code.  You  can  make  it  up  out  of  letters  or  numbers  or  a  combination  of  both. 
Write  the  key  to  your  code  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper.  Write  a  message  in  your  code  on  the  lines 
below.  Exchange  with  a  classmate  and  see  if  you  can  break  each  other’s  code. 

Code: 


Message: 
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Let's  take  a  ride  on  the  subway 

A  subway  is  an  underground  railway  which  Is  found  in  some  large  cities.  Have  you  ever  ridden  on 
a  subway?  If  so,  what  was  it  like?  If  not,  do  you  think  you  would  like  to?  Why  or  why  not? 

Because  you  cannot  see  where  you  are  going  on  a  subway,  it  is  important  to  read  the  subway  map 
carefully  in  order  to  plan  your  trip.  On  the  opposite  page  is  a  map  of  the  subway  located  in  the 
city  of  Toronto.  Each  of  the  names  on  the  map  shows  a  station  where  people  get  on  and  off  the 
subway. 

1.  Imagine  that  you  are  in  Toronto  and  you  must  travel  around  the  city  on  the  subway.  You  are 
travelling  along  the  route  marked  in  orange.  What  is  the  name  of  this  route? 


2.  How  many  stations  are  on  the  orange  route?  . 

3.  ST.  GEORGE  is  one  station  on  this  route  where  you  can  transfer  to  another  subway  route.  What 

are  the  names  of  the  other  two  transfer  stations?  . 

4.  On  the  Bloor-Danforth  Route,  you  can  travel  east  and  west.  What  direction  do  you  travel  on  the 
Yonge-University  Route? 


5.  Find  the  ISLINGTON  station  on  the  Bloor-Danforth  Route.  Imagine  you  are  at  this  station  and 
you  want  to  get  to  the  KEELE  station.  Name  the  stations  you  will  pass  through  on  your  trip. 


6.  What  stations  would  you  pass  through  travelling  between  the  COLLEGE  station  and  the  UNION 
station  on  the  Yonge-University  Route? 


7.  Imagine  you  are  at  the  FINCH  station  on  the  Yonge-University  Route  and  you  want  to  get  to  the 
OSGOODE  station  on  the  same  route.  Draw  your  trip  on  the  map. 

8.  Draw  the  route  you  would  follow  to  get  from  the  WILSON  station  to  the  KENNEDY  station. 
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KIPLING 


ISLINGTON 

3286 


ROYAL  YORK 

3012 


OLD  MILL 
2676 


o 

o 


JANE 

2440 


RUNNYMEOE 

2218 


HIGH  PARK 
1874 


KEELE 

17331758 


DUNDAS  WEST 
15251534 


LANSDOWNE 

1289-1310 


CASTLE  FRANK 

687-696 


BROADVIEW 

90 


e 

» 

z 


► 

< 

m 


GREENWOOD 

1177  1188 


COXWELL 

1568 


USING  STUDY  SKILLS 


105 


The  handsomest  pigs  in  town 

Look  at  the  pictures  in  "The  Handsomest  Pigs  in  Town."  Write  one  sentence  telling  what  is 
happening  in  each  picture.  When  you  read  all  four  of  your  sentences  they  should  tell  you  the  story 
in  short  form.  Draw  one  more  picture  showing  what  you  think  might  happen  next.  Will  Tom’s 
success  continue  or  not?  How? 
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You  be  the  detective 


Do  you  know  what  a  fingerprint  is?  How  are  fingerprints  used  in  police  work?  Have  you  ever  made 
a  print  of  your  fingertips? 

Read  this  article  about  fingerprints.  First  scan  the  headings  and  write  down  on  page  108  the 
questions  you  think  the  paragraphs  will  answer. 

What  fingerprints  are 

Fingerprints  are  marks  made  by  the  pattern  of  ridges  of  skin  on  the  fingertips.  Fingerprints 
are  the  best  way  to  identify  people  because  no  two  people  have  fingerprints  that  are  exactly 
alike,  not  even  identical  twins. 

How  fingerprints  are  taken 

In  Canada  today,  when  a  person  is  charged  with  committing  a  crime  by  the  police,  his  or  her 
fingerprints  are  taken.  This  is  done  by  pressing  the  person’s  finger  on  an  inky  surface  and 
then  pressing  the  finger  onto  paper.  The  mark  on  the  paper  is  the  person’s  fingerprint.  These 
fingerprints  are  then  kept  by  the  local  police  department,  the  provincial  police,  and  the  Royal 
Canadian  Mounted  Police. 

How  police  use  fingerprints 

If  fingerprints  are  found  at  the  scene  of  a  crime,  these  prints  can  be  compared  to  fingerprints 
already  on  record.  If  the  fingerprints  match  a  set  of  fingerprints  in  the  records,  the  police 
then  know  that  this  person  may  have  been  involved  in  the  crime. 

Attempts  at  disguising  fingerprints 

Even  though  a  criminal  may  change  his  name  and  appearance,  his  fingerprints  will  always 
identify  him.  People  have  even  tried  to  change  their  fingerprints  in  different  ways.  They  have 
had  skin  from  other  parts  of  their  body  grafted  by  a  doctor  onto  their  fingertips.  They  have 
cut  the  ends  of  their  fingers  so  that  scars  would  form.  But  all  of  these  attempts  were  useless 
because  an  expert  could  still  identify  their  fingerprints. 

Methods  of  identification  before  fingerprinting 

Before  fingerprints  became  popular  in  police  work,  other  methods  of  identification  were  used. 
Pictures  were  taken  of  people’s  faces.  But  if  a  person  lost  or  gained  weight,  grew  older,  lost 
his  hair,  or  grew  a  beard,  he  might  no  longer  look  like  his  photograph.  A  French 
anthropologist  named  Alphonse  Bertillon  worked  out  a  system  of  measurement.  He  felt  that  if 
records  were  made  of  measurements  of  many  parts  of  a  person’s  body  such  as  arms,  legs, 
feet,  and  skull,  the  person  could  be  identified  by  these  measurements.  Bertillon’s  method  was 
used  for  over  thirty  years.  Then  fingerprints  were  found  to  be  more  exact  and  came  into 
wide  use. 
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Plain  Right  sloped  Left  sloped  Plain  Central  pocket 

arch  loop  loop  whorl  loop 


List  your  questions  here  and  then  write  the  answers  from  the  paragraph  underneath  the  questions. 
1 . 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


Make  your  own  fingerprint.  Write  underneath  it  the  type  of  print  it  is. 


USING  STUDY  SKILLS 


108 


Word  pictures 

The  ruby-throated  hummingbird 
is  hardly  bigger  than  this  WORD. 

-  Ja  ck  Pi  el  u  tsky 

What  is  the  main  thing  you  find  out  about  hummingbirds  in  the  above  two-line  poem? 


Do  you  think  this  poem  is  successful  in  telling  something  about  the  hummingbirds?  Why  or  why 
not? 


Why  do  you  think  the  poet  wrote  his  thought  in  this  form  instead  of  just  stating  a  fact? 


There  was  an  old  lady  of  Chertsey, 

Who  made  a  remarkable  curtsey; 

She  twirled  round  and  round, 

Till  she  sunk  underground, 

Which  distressed  all  the  people  of  Chertsey. 

- Edward  Lear 

Poetry  is  a  good  form  for  expressing  many  different  kinds  of  thoughts  and  feelings.  The 
hummingbird  poem  expresses  only  one  idea  very  briefly.  This  poem  about  the  old  lady  of  Chertsey 
tells  an  incident -something  that  happened- very  briefly.  Write  this  incident  in  your  own  words. 


APPRECIATING  THE  CHOICE  OF  LANGUAGE 


Here  is  still  another  type  of  poem.  This  poem  is  about  a  memory  and  the  feeling  that  goes  with  the 
memory. 


Four  ducks  on  a  pond 

Four  ducks  on  a  pond, 

A  grass-bank  beyond, 

A  blue  sky  of  spring, 

White  clouds  on  the  wing: 

What  a  little  thing 
To  remember  for  years  - 
To  remember  with  tears! 

-  William  Allingham 


What  is  the  memory  about  in  this  poem? 


What  is  the  poet's  feeling  about  his  memory? 


What  word  tells  you  what  his  feeling  is?  . 

Think  of  a  memory  of  your  own.  It  could  be  a  favorite  memory  or  one  of  the  earliest  memories  you 
have  in  your  life.  Write  a  short  poem  about  it. 
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Getting  in  shape 

Read  the  following  nonsense  story.  Draw  a  shape  word  for  each  word  that  is  underlined.  Make  the 
words  look  like  what  they  mean. 

Reuben  and  Rachel  went  for  a  hike  in  the  woods  one  hot  July  day. 

They  walked  through  swamps 


where  they  met  swarms  of  mosquitoes. 


When  they  came  to  a  clearing,  the  sun  beat  down  on  them. 


Rachel  was  dripping  with  sweat. 


“I’m  thirsty,"  said  Rachel. 


“I’m  about  to  faint.”  said  Reuben. 


“I  wish  I  were  at  home  swinging  under  our  maple  tree,” 


said  Rachel.  "There  I’d  be  cool.” 

Presto!  Rachel  found  herself  sailing  through  the  air,  swinging  under  the  maple  tree. 

As  for  Reuben,  there  he  was,  standing  in  the  clearing  by  himself,  wondering  what  happened 
to  Rachel. 
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Snakes  alive! 


Janine  and  the  snake 


Reread  “Janine  and  the  Snake"  on  page  74  and  answer  the  following  questions. 

1 .  Do  you  think  Janine  was  brave?  Why? 


2.  Why  did  Ben  taunt  her? 


3.  What  did  Janine  do  that  would  tell  you  she  was  a  very  practical  person  with  good  common 
sense? 


4.  What  would  you  think  of  Janine 's  fear  if  George  had  been  a  rattlesnake? 


5.  Think  of  something  you  are  afraid  of  that  is  not  actually  dangerous.  On  a  separate  piece  of 
paper,  draw  a  funny  picture  of  it.  How  could  you  try  to  overcome  your  fear? 


MAKING  JUDGMENTS 


Hemi:  a  mule 


Hemi,  a  mule,  ran  away  to  find  his  friend  Melville  who  had  always  been  kind  to  him.  But  he  was 
caught  by  an  unkind  Man.  The  Man  has  been  trying  to  tram  Hemi,  but  he  doesn’t  like  it.  The  Man 
becomes  angry  and  decides  to  fatten  Hemi  and  sell  him  to  the  meat  packers.  But  then  Corn 
Snake,  who  lives  in  Hemi's  shed,  hears  about  it  and  helps  Hemi. 

Hemi  has  a  few  incorrect  ideas  about  snakes  at  first.  As  you  read  this  story,  look  for  the  ideas 
people  have  about  snakes  that  are  not  true.  Also  look  for  what  the  story  tells  you  about  what 
snakes  are  actually  like. 

“Who’s  that?’’  asked  Hemi,  startled. 

“It’s  me,  Corn  Snake.” 

“Snake!”  Hemi  was  startled.  “I’ve  always  been  afraid  of  snakes.” 

“That’s  why  I  may  not  come  out.  Or  if  I  do  I  shall  take  my  time  about  it.  So  you  can  get  used 
to  the  idea.” 

Hemi  was  uneasy  at  the  idea  that  there  was  a  snake  in  his  shed  and  he  hadn’t  even  known  it. 
“What  are  you  doing  here?”  he  asked.  “Have  you  been  here  long?” 

“A  lot  longer  than  you  have.  I’ve  lived  here  all  my  life.” 

“Well,  why  didn’t  you  say  something  before  this?” 

“No  reason  to.  Besides,”  Corn  Snake  added,  “we  don’t  like  to  call  attention  to  ourselves.  A 
snake  doesn’t  particularly  enjoy  having  another  creature  go  into  conniption  fits  as  soon  as  the 
word  snake  is  mentioned,  It  isn’t  all  that  pleasant.  So  we  just  keep  to  ourselves.” 

Something  about  this  statement  touched  Hemi,  who  was,  after  all,  a  kindhearted,  sensitive 
mule.  Suddenly,  he  felt  very  warmly  disposed  toward  the  snake. 

“Oh,  I  do  wish  you’d  come  out.  I’d  like  to  see  you.  I  promise  not  to  have  a  conniption  fit.” 

“In  that  case,  I  will,”  said  Corn  Snake. 

A  moment  later,  Hemi  saw  a  movement  in  the  corner  where  the  tin  cans  were.  Slowly,  a 
small  shape  separated  itself  from  the  shadows. 

Corn  Snake  was  quite  beautiful.  Her  body  was  a  warm  tan  color,  and  along  her  back  was  a 
pattern  of  crimson  blotches,  bordered  with  black.  She  came  toward  him,  stopped,  and  curled 
up  at  his  feet. 

“Here  I  am,”  she  said.  "Elaphe  guttata.  Otherwise  known  as  Corn  Snake.  At  your  service.” 
Hemi  was  pleasantly  surprised. 
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“Why,  you’re  very  attractive.  I  thought -I  mean -no  offense,  but -I  thought  you’d  be  ugly  and 
slimy." 

“That’s  what  they  all  think,”  said  the  snake  impatiently.  “If  people  would  only  take  the 
trouble  to  check  the  facts,  they’d  find  out.  But  do  they?  No.  It’s  so  tiresome.  So  they  say 
we’re  slimy.  And  sneaky.  And  that  we  milk  cows,  and  I  don’t  know  what  else. 

“When,  as  a  matter  of  fact,”  she  said,  “we  are  quite  beneficial.  For  instance,  you  would  have 
been  up  to  your  ears  in  rats  if  it  weren’t  for  me.  As  it  is,  have  you  seen  a  rat  or  mouse  all 
the  time  you’ve  been  living  in  this  stall?” 

Hemi  had  to  admit  that  he  hadn’t. 

“Certainly  not.  Because  I  have  been  doing  my  job.  I  have  been  ridding  this  place  of  rodents 
and  eating  well.  Si-mul-tan-eously,”  she  said  with  satisfaction. 

“Well,  I  appreciate  it,”  said  Hemi.  “But  how  come  you  decided  to  show  up  now?” 

“Because  I  want  to  give  you  some  good  advice." 

“I'm  all  ears,”  said  Hemi.  “Go  ahead.” 

The  little  snake  uncurled  a  bit  and  began  to  speak  earnestly. 

Corn  Snake  told  Hemi  how  his  owner  planned  to  sell  him  to  the  meat  packer,  and  she  suggested  a 
plan  for  Hemi’s  escape.  The  plan  was  that  when  the  Man  came  for  Hemi,  Corn  Snake  would  be 
there  inside  the  gate.  Corn  Snake  hoped  she  would  distract  the  Man,  giving  Hemi  a  chance  to 
escape.  And  that  is  exactly  what  happened. 

“A  snake!”  he  yelled.  In  the  dim  light,  he  couldn’t  see  what  kind  of  snake  it  was. 

He  backed  away  carefully.  He  put  the  food  and  water  down  slowly.  Then  he  turned. 

“Ugh!  How  I  hate  snakes,”  he  muttered.  “Gotta  find  something  ta  kill  that  snake  ....  Ah, 
this’ll  do,”  he  said,  as  he  took  a  rake  off  the  wall. 

Armed  with  the  rake,  the  Man  turned  around -just  in  time  to  see  Hemi  going  out  the  open 
door. 

Corn  Snake’s  plan  had  worked. 

The  Man  raced  out  of  the  shack,  furious  at  the  thought  of  the  mule  getting  away.  He  ran  to 
the  house  to  get  his  shotgun,  shouting,  ‘Til  shoot  it.  I'll  shoot  the  varmint.” 

But  by  the  time  he’d  located  his  gun  and  come  outside  again,  the  mule  had  been  swallowed 
up  by  the  thick  tangle  of  trees  that  surrounded  the  swamp. 

Hemi  plunged  into  the  semidarkness  gratefully.  He  felt  the  early  morning  mist  of  the  swamp 
close  in  around  him,  and  the  black  water  ripple  around  his  hooves,  covering  his  tracks. 

He  moved  quietly  through  the  shallow  water,  trying  hard  to  make  as  little  noise  as  possible. 
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Every  once  in  a  while,  he  stopped  and  listened  for  sounds  of  pursuit.  But  the  Man  had  given 
up;  he  was  afraid  to  go  into  the  swamp. 

For  the  whole  morning,  Hemi  made  his  way  through  the  Great  Swamp.  At  first,  though  he 
heard  rustling  and  plopping  and  birdcalls,  the  creatures  of  the  swamp  kept  out  of  his  way. 
But  after  a  while,  they  seemed  to  sense  that  he  wasn’t  an  enemy,  and  began  to  show 
themselves.  Frogs  began  to  pop  up  on  lily  pads  in  front  of  him.  Turtles  scrambled  up  on  logs 
to  watch  him  go  by.  Water  turkeys  sitting  in  the  sun  with  their  wings  spread  to  dry  nodded 
to  him  as  he  passed.  Dragonflies  and  other  insects  flew  back  and  forth  over  his  head,  keeping 
him  company  as  he  walked.  He  nibbled  a  water  hyacinth  or  two,  and  found  them  tasty. 

"Actually,”  Hemi  said  to  himself,  "a  swamp  is  not  an  unfriendly  place  at  all.  Once  you  get  to 
know  it,  it's  really  quite  nice.  Sort  of  like  a  pasture,  if  the  pasture  was  under  water. 

"It  just  goes  to  show  you,”  he  said,  squinting  up  at  the  sun  to  get  his  bearings,  "there  were 
two  things  I  didn’t  know  anything  about -corn  snakes  and  swamps.  I  was  afraid  of  both  of 
them.  And  now,"  he  added  with  satisfaction,  "that  I  know  them -I  like  them  both.  And  I  am 
not  afraid." 

So  saying,  he  stepped  out  of  the  swamp  and  onto  the  road  that  Corn  Snake  had  told  him  to 
watch  for. 

1.  Make  a  chart  that  lists  the  opinions  about  snakes  that  are  not  true.  Also  list  the  true 
characteristics  of  snakes -what  they  actually  do  and  what  they  are  like. 


False  opinions 

True  characteristics 

1. 

1. 

2. 

2. 

3. 

3. 

4. 

4. 

2.  Write  a  paragraph  in  your  own  words  to  tell  the  main  idea  of  what  happened  in  the  story. 
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3.  Why  did  Com  Snake  keep  herself  hidden  for  so  long? 


4.  What  convinced  Hemi  that  Corn  Snake  was  not  to  be  feared,  but  was  his  friend'? 


5.  What  feelings  in  the  Man  did  Corn  Snake  count  on  when  she  planned  to  distract  him  from 
Hemi? 


6.  Hemi  overcame  two  of  his  fears  in  this  experience  of  escape.  What  were  these  two  fears? 


Draw  a  picture  of  Corn  Snake. 
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Word  meanings 

1.  What  do  you  think  a  "conniption  fit”  would  be?  Reread  Hemi:  A  Mule  to  find  out.  Then  draw  a 
cartoon  and  use  the  words  "conniption  fit,”  "startled,”  and  "rodents”  in  your  caption.  Show 
your  cartoon  to  another  person  when  you  have  finished  to  see  if  the  two  of  you  understand  the 
words  the  same  way. 


2.  The  word  "disposed”  has  several  meanings.  Use  your  dictionary  to  find  two  different  meanings 
and  then  draw  a  picture  of  each  one  to  explain  the  definitions. 

Write  the  meanings  here  first:  . 


3.  Read  this  sentence. 

The  six  sensitive  snakes  slid  simultaneously  behind  their  beneficial  barricades. 
Circle  the  correct  meaning  for  each  underlined  word.  Use  your  dictionary  if  you  need  it. 
sensitive -frightened,  easily  affected,  stupid 
simultaneously -quickly,  quietly,  at  the  same  time 
beneficial -useful,  old,  fancy 

On  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  draw  a  funny  picture  to  illustrate  the  sentence. 


VOCABULARY 


Becoming  a  snake  expert 

Scan  this  article  about  Barbara  Froom  to  find  the  topic  sentences  in  the  first  three  paragraphs. 
Before  you  read  the  complete  paragraphs,  think  about  questions  each  topic  sentence  brings  to 
your  mind.  Write  the  three  topic  sentences,  and  at  least  two  questions  for  each  one. 

1.  Topic  sentence: 


2.  Topic  sentence: 


3.  Topic  sentence: 


Now  read  the  whole  article.  Did  the  article  answer  all  your  questions?  What  information  did  you 
expect  that  was  not  given?  Where  else  could  you  look  to  find  the  information? 
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Photograph:  Roly  Harman 


Barbara  Froom  is  a  person  who  has  always  liked  all  kinds  of  animals,  including  snakes.  Even 
when  she  was  very  young,  she  could  not  imagine  why  anyone  would  be  afraid  of  snakes. 
When  she  was  three  years  old,  her  father  and  mother  took  her  to  the  Canadian  National 
Exhibition  in  Toronto.  There  she  saw  the  "snake  charmer’s"  huge  python.  She  was  so 
delighted  with  the  snake  that  she  begged  her  parents  to  allow  her  to  have  one  for  a  pet. 

Her  mother  had  a  very  good  idea.  She  sewed  together  two  of  Barbara’s  long  stockings  and 
stuffed  them.  She  painted  a  face  on  the  one  end,  and  made  a  little  forked  tongue  out  of  red 
wool.  This  satisfied  Barbara  for  a  while. 

Years  later  Barbara’s  brother  made  a  terrarium  for  her  and  gave  it  to  her  for  her  birthday.  He 
suggested  she  might  want  to  keep  a  snake  in  it.  Barbara  liked  the  idea  and  soon  got  her 
first  pet  snake.  It  was  a  little  garter  snake  about  40  cm  long.  It  was  bright  yellow  and  black 
with  big  amber  eyes.  She  named  it  Bijou. 

For  years  and  years  Barbara  kept  a  few  pet  snakes,  even  after  she  became  an  adult.  She  also 
studied  enough  about  snakes  to  write  some  books  about  them.  One  of  her  books  is  called 
The  Snakes  of  Canada.  You  have  been  reading  a  small  part  of  it  in  your  text. 
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Making  a  chart 

Read  the  article  below  which  gives  information  about  five  snakes  found  in  different  areas  in  the 
world. 


Snakes 

The  garter  snake  is  the  most  common  North  American  snake.  This  snake  is  harmless  and 
makes  a  good  pet.  It  has  three  pale  yellowish  stripes  running  along  its  greenish  body.  It 
grows  to  about  60  cm  in  length.  Garter  snakes  eat  earthworms,  salamanders,  toads,  and 
frogs. 

Another  nonpoisonous  North  American  snake  is  the  king  snake.  You  can  recognize  it  by  the 
white  chainlike  pattern  that  is  marked  on  its  black  skin.  When  full  grown,  it  is  about  1  m 
long.  The  king  snake  eats  frogs,  lizards,  small  animals,  and  other  snakes,  even  poisonous 
ones.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  harmed  by  the  poison. 

The  poisonous  Western  diamond-backed  rattlesnake  lives  in  the  dry,  hot  Southwest  of  the 
United  States.  It  reaches  about  1.4  m  in  length.  It  is  grayish  with  darker  diamond  markings 
edged  in  white.  Before  it  bites  its  victim,  it  shakes  the  rattles  in  its  tail.  It  eats  small 
animals,  lizards,  frogs,  and  other  snakes. 

The  grass  snake  is  found  all  over  Europe.  There  is  no  need  to  be  frightened  when  you  see  its 
olive  brown  body  with  the  bright  yellow  markings  slither  through  the  grass.  This  is  a 
nonpoisonous  snake.  It  grows  to  a  length  of  about  60  cm.  Because  it  is  a  good  swimmer 
it  feeds  on  frogs,  toads,  newts,  and  even  fish. 

The  Regal  python  of  Asia  and  the  Philippine  Islands  can  reach  lengths  of  6  m  to  7.  5  m . 
Although  it  is  nonpoisonous  it  can  sometimes  be  dangerous  to  people.  Pythons  have 
been  known  to  swallow  humans,  usually  children!  The  python’s  usual  food  however 
is  birds,  monkeys,  small  antelopes  and  bushpigs.  Its  body  is  splotched  light  brown,  dark 
brown,  and  yellow. 

Use  the  information  in  this  article  and  organize  it  in  the  form  of  a  chart.  The  chart  headings  are 
given  to  you  at  the  bottom  of  page  121.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper  write  these  headings  in  chart 
form,  draw  lines  between  the  headings,  and  add  3  more  columns  for  headings  which  you  will 
make  up  in  question  3.  As  you  finish  filling  in  your  answers  under  each  heading,  draw  a  line 
across  the  chart  at  the  bottom  of  each  answer.  This  will  help  keep  the  different  sections  of  your 
chart  clear  and  easy  to  read. 
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1.  Fill  in  five  boxes  on  the  chart  under  the  heading,  "Name.”  Draw  a  line  across  the  chart 
under  each  name  as  you  record  it.  Be  sure  you  make  your  lines  deep  enough! 

2.  Now  look  at  the  paragraph  in  the  article  about  the  garter  snake. 

a)  What  will  you  write  in  your  box  under  the  next  heading  on  the  chart  -  "Where  Found”? 


b)  What  will  you  write  under  "Poisonous  or  Nonpoisonous”?  . 

3.  Now  you  must  decide  on  the  other  three  headings  that  you  will  put  on  the  chart. 

a)  Read  the  third  sentence  in  the  paragraph  about  the  garter  snake.  What  does  this  sentence  tell 

you  about  this  snake?  . 

b)  Make  up  a  heading  about  the  information  in  this  sentence.  Notice  that  headings  usually  have 

only  a  few  words  in  them . 

c)  Write  the  heading  on  your  chart. 

d)  Make  up  a  heading  for  the  fourth  sentence . 

e)  Make  up  a  heading  for  the  fifth  sentence . 

f)  Write  these  headings  on  your  chart.  Fill  in  the  information  from  the  article  under  your  headings 
in  the  proper  boxes. 


4.  Now  read  the  paragraphs  on  each  of  the  other  snakes  and  fill  in  the  information  on  your  chart. 
Remember  to  work  across  the  chart  when  filling  in  the  information  on  each  kind  of  snake. 
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word  pictures 

Old  snake  has  gone  to  sleep 

Sun  shining  bright  on  the  mountain  rock 
Old  snake  has  gone  to  sleep. 

Wild  flowers  blooming  round  the  mountain  rock 
Old  snake  has  gone  to  sleep. 

Bees  buzzing  near  the  mountain  rock 
Old  snake  has  gone  to  sleep. 

Sun  shining  warm  on  the  mountain  rock 


1  From  what  you  know  about  snakes,  do  you  think  this  poem  is  based  on  fact  or  opinion?  Is  the 
setting  of  the  poem  a  place  where  a  snake  might  really  sleep? 


2.  What  can  you  conclude  about  snakes’  sleeping  habits  by  reading  this  poem? 


3.  What  can  you  conclude  about  where  snakes  live? 


4.  This  poem  paints  a  complete  word  picture  that  you  could  draw.  On  a  separate  sheet  of  paper, 
draw  the  picture  that  this  poem  makes  in  your  mind. 
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The  house  that  suits  you  may  not 
suit  me 

Poems 


Sometimes  people  express  thoughts  in  poetry  that  could  not  be  said  as  well  in  any  other  way. 
Many  times  it’s  the  word  pictures  that  make  a  poem  so  enjoyable. 


Sometimes  a  little  house  will  please 

Sometimes  a  little  house  will  please 
The  heart  a  mansion  cannot  win. 

It  seems  to  curtsy  by  the  door 
To  ask  you  in. 

So  bright  shine  all  the  windowpanes, 

So  fresh  the  little  rooms  and  gay, 

The  kettle  bobbing  on  the  stove 
Asks  you  to  stay. 

It  tries  to  tell  you  things  it  knew 
Of  captains  and  the  fishing  fleet, 

Of  summer  calms  and  winter  gales 
Of  wind  and  sleet. 

It  tries  to  tell  you  of  the  wives 
And  children  living,  waiting  there - 
“Bad  days  and  good,  good  days  and  bad,” 
Creaks  the  small  rocking  chair. 

-Elizabeth  Coatsworth 


Write  in  your  own  words  what  you  think  the  author  is  saying  in  the  first  four  lines. 
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2.  What  picture  do  you  get  from  the  last  two  lines  of  the  poem? 


I  have  a  house . . . 

I  have  a  house  where  I  go 

When  there’s  too  many  people, 

I  have  a  house  where  I  go 
Where  no  one  can  be; 

I  have  a  house  where  I  go, 

Where  nobody  ever  says  "No;” 

Where  no  one  says  anything  -  so 
There  is  no  one  but  me. 

-A. A.  Milne 

1.  What  is  the  mam  idea  in  both  of  these  poems? 


Tree  climbing 

This  is  my  tree, 
my  place  to  be  alone  in, 
my  branches  for  climbing, 
my  green  leaves  for  hiding  in, 
my  sunshine  for  reading, 
my  clouds  for  dreaming, 
my  sky  for  singing, 
my  tree,  my  beautiful  tree. 

-Kathleen  Fraser 


2.  Which  poem  has  more  word  pictures? 


3.  You  can  imagine  any  special  place  of  your  own  to  be  a  "house”  of  your  own.  Which  poem  do 
you  like  better?  Which  one  is  closer  to  the  way  you  feel  about  a  place  of  your  own?  Why? 


4.  Look  through  some  magazines  and  books  and  find  a  picture  of  a  place  you  would  like  to  have 
for  your  own. 
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And  there  we  sat  when  all  around 
The  rain  came  pouring  down. 

We  knew  if  we  were  out  in  it 
We’d  both  be  sure  to  drown. 

And  though  in  puddles  at  our  feet 
Drops  gathered  from  the  sky, 

We  smiled  through  strands  of  dripping  hair, 

Because  we  felt  so  dry. 

-  Hilda  Van  Stockum 

1.  What  feeling  about  being  in  a  special  place  does  this  poem  have  that  the  other  poems  do  not 
have? 


Here  is  another  poem  about  a  special  place.  But  there  is  an  idea  that  is  different  in  this  poem.  As 
you  read  it,  look  for  what  is  different  from  the  two  poems  on  the  previous  page. 

The  hut 


We  built  a  hut,  my  brother  and  I, 

Over  a  sandy  pit, 

With  twigs  that  bowed  and  met  above 
And  leaves  to  cover  it. 


2.  The  last  verse  shows  a  contrast  between  how  people  felt  and  what  was  actually  happening. 
Write  this  contrast  in  your  own  words. 
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The  house  in  the  ground 

Considering  the  title,  what  do  you  expect  this  story  to  be  about?  Do  you  think  it  will  be  about  a 
house  for  people  or  for  some  kind  of  animals? 

Write  here  what  you  think  the  story  will  be  about.  Then  read  the  story  to  see  if  you  are  right. 


In  this  selection  from  On  the  Banks  of  Plum  Creek,  the  Ingalls  family  have  just  arrived  at  Plum 
Creek  after  travelling  west.  They  had  bought  a  100-acre  farm  from  a  man  named  Mr.  Hanson.  On 
the  farm  was  a  dugout.  You  can  read  a  description  of  it  in  this  excerpt  from  “The  House  in  the 
Ground.” 

...  All  around  that  door  green  vines  were  growing  out  of  the  grassy  bank,  and  they  were  full  of 
flowers.  Red  and  blue  and  purple  and  rosy-pink  and  white  and  striped  flowers  all  had  their 
throats  wide  open  as  if  they  were  singing  glory  to  the  morning.  They  were  morning-glory 
flowers. 

Laura  went  under  those  singing  flowers  into  the  dugout.  It  was  one  room,  all  white.  The  earth 
walls  had  been  smoothed  and  whitewashed.  The  earth  floor  was  smooth  and  hard. 

When  Ma  and  Mary  stood  in  the  doorway  the  light  went  dim.  There  was  a  small  greased- 
paper  window  beside  the  door.  But  the  wall  was  so  thick  that  the  light  from  the  window 
stayed  near  the  window. 

That  front  wall  was  built  of  sod.  Mr.  Hanson  had  dug  out  his  house,  and  then  he  had  cut  long 
strips  of  prairie  sod  and  laid  them  on  top  of  one  another  to  make  the  front  wall.  It  was  a 
good,  thick  wall  with  not  one  crack  in  it.  No  cold  could  get  through  the  wall. 

Ma  was  pleased.  She  said,  “It’s  small,  but  it’s  clean  and  pleasant.”  Then  she  looked  up  at  the 
ceiling  and  said,  “Look,  girls!” 

The  ceiling  was  made  of  hay.  Wrllow  boughs  had  been  laid  across  and  their  branches  woven 
together,  but  here  and  there  the  hay  that  had  been  spread  on  them  showed  through. 

“Well!”  Ma  said. 

They  all  went  up  the  path  and  stood  on  the  roof  of  that  house.  No  one  could  have  guessed  it 
was  a  roof.  Grass  grew  on  it  and  waved  in  the  wind  just  like  all  the  grasses  along  the  creek 
bank. 

“Goodness,”  said  Ma.  “Anybody  could  walk  over  this  house  and  never  know  it’s  here.” 
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The  family  has  finished  cleaning  and  moving  into  the  dugout.  See  if  you  can  tell  what  their 
feelings  were  about  their  new  home  in  this  excerpt. 

After  supper  they  all  sat  on  the  path  before  the  door.  Pa  and  Ma  had  boxes  to  sit  on  Carrie 
cuddled  sleepily  in  Ma’s  lap,  and  Mary  and  Laura  sat  on  the  hard  path,  their  legs  hanging 
over  its  sharp  edge.  Jack  turned  around  three  times  and  lay  down  with  his  head  against 
Laura’s  knee. 

They  all  sat  quiet,  looking  across  Plum  Creek  and  the  willows,  watching  the  sun  sink  far  away 
in  the  west,  far  away  over  the  prairie  lands. 

The  peaceful  colors  went  all  around  the  rim  of  the  sky.  The  willows  breathed  and  the  water 
talked  to  itself  in  the  dusk.  The  land  was  dark  grey.  The  sky  was  light  grey  and  stars  prickled 
through  it. 

“It's  bedtime,"  Ma  said.  “And  here  is  something  new,  anyway.  We’ve  never  slept  in  a 
dugout  before."  She  was  laughing,  and  Pa  laughed  softly  with  her. 

Laura  lay  in  bed  and  listened  to  the  water  talking  and  the  willows  whispering.  She  would 
rather  sleep  outdoors,  even  if  she  heard  wolves,  than  be  so  safe  in  this  house  dug  under  the 

ground. 
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The  sod  house 


This  article  tells  about  the  pioneers'  sod  houses.  A  sod  house  was  made  with  some  of  the  same 
materials  as  the  Ingalls’  dugout.  As  you  read  this  article,  notice  how  a  sod  house  is  different  from 
a  dugout.  As  you  read,  also  look  for  the  steps  the  pioneers  went  through  to  build  a  sod  house. 

The  sod  house 

Do  you  think  you  could  live  in  a  house  made  of  dirt?  Some  of  the  early  western  pioneers  did! 

After  weeks  of  travel  in  their  large  horse-drawn  wagons  or  many  days  on  the  dusty  railroad, 
the  pioneers  arrived  in  what  is  now  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta.  There  were  not  very  many 
trees  in  this  part  of  Canada,  just  miles  and  miles  of  flat  grassland.  They  knew  they  could  live 
in  tents  while  the  weather  was  warm  and  dry.  But  what  was  to  happen  when  the  winter 
came?  Prairie  winters  were  cold  and  harsh.  Snow  would  come  and  the  wind  would  howl. 
Something  warmer  than  tents  had  to  be  built  and  they  couldn’t  wait  for  lumber  from  the  east. 

The  pioneer,  with  the  help  of  every  member  of  the  family,  scraped  the  grass  from  an  area 
large  enough  for  a  one-room  house.  Then  he  hitched  a  horse  (either  his  own  or  a  neighbour’s) 
to  a  plough  and  began  cutting  strips  of  earth  from  the  dried-up  slough  beds.  He  chose  this 
earth  because  the  grass  was  coarse  and  tough  and  the  roots  tightly  woven  together. 

These  strips  of  earth,  called  sods,  were  dragged  back  to  the  building  site  on  a  large  flat  piece 
of  wood  or  stone,  known  as  a  stone-boat.  The  pioneer  then  cut  the  strips  a  little  shorter  and 
began  to  build  the  walls  of  his  house. 

He  worked  like  a  bricklayer,  alternating  the  seams  and  cementing  them  together  with  a 
mixture  of  mud  and  clay.  Sometimes  he  drove  wooden  pegs  through  the  sods  of  earth  to  hold 
the  wall  together.  One  or  two  of  the  few  young  trees  or  bushes  were  sacrificed  and  the  wood 
used  for  door-frames,  window-frames  and,  of  course,  to  hold  up  the  roof.  Poles  were  placed 
from  the  top  of  one  wall  to  the  top  of  another  and  more  strips  of  earth  were  laid  on  top,  grassy 
side  up.  (Sod  houses  looked  like  they  needed  a  haircut!) 

The  children  gathered  rocks  for  the  stone  fireplace.  Doors  were  made  from  specially  saved 
lumber.  Windows  were  covered  with  blankets,  or  building  paper,  hung  from  the  wooden  frame 
of  the  roof.  If  the  family  wanted  two  rooms  in  the  house  they  used  a  hanging  blanket  for  a 
wall. 

Sod  houses  were  cosy- warm  in  winter  and  cool  during  the  hot  summer.  Only  the  rainy 
seasons  were  uncomfortable.  The  water  would  sometimes  seep  through  the  roof  and  drip  on 
the  family  as  they  waited  for  the  rams  to  stop.  Once  in  a  while  small  insects  would  try  to 
build  their  nests  in  the  walls  but  the  lady  of  the  house  was  usually  very  quick  to  send  them 
on  their  way. 
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Families  were  happy  in  their  prairie  earth  homes.  In  the  evenings  they  loved  to  sit  around  the 
fire  singing  songs  and  telling  stories.  Friendships  made  when  struggling  to  build  a  sod  house 
were  long-lasting  and  true. 

Look  at  this  list  of  parts  to  a  house.  On  a  separate  piece  of  paper,  write  a  description  of  how  the 
pioneers  made  or  prepared  each  one.  In  your  descriptions,  mention  which  parts  had  to  be  done 
first,  and  why. 

a  place  for  the  house 
getting  the  material 
walls 

door  and  window  frames 

doors 

windows 

fireplace 

roof 

Now  compare  a  sod  house  with  a  dugout.  How  are  they  the  same  and  how  are  they  different?  Are 
they  built  the  same  way?  Use  the  same  list  as  you  used  above  and  write  a  description  of  the 
various  parts  of  a  dugout.  List  them  in  the  order  they  would  be  completed. 
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1.  What  parts  of  the  dugout  are  not  mentioned  in  the  article  about  the  sod  house? 


2.  Think  of  how  you  would  feel  about  living  in  a  dugout.  Would  you  feel  the  same  way  or  different 
from  the  way  Laura  and  her  family  felt  about  it?  Why? 


3.  Why  did  Laura’s  family  like  the  dugout? 


4.  Read  the  last  paragraph  of  the  story  very  carefully.  How  do  you  think  Laura  really  felt  about  the 
dugout?  How  can  you  tell  how  she  felt? 
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Looking  at  graphs 

A  graph  is  a  way  of  showing  facts  in  a  form  that  is  easy  to  read.  There  are  many  different  kinds  of 
graphs. 


bar  graph 


line  graph 


circle  graph 


picture  graph 


You  must  know  the  right  way  to  read  a  graph  in  order  to  get  all  the  information  it  contains. 


A  grade  four  class  had  just  read  a  very  exciting  story  about  a  haunted  house.  They  were  very 
interested  in  the  idea  of  haunted  houses  and  talked  about  these  houses  with  their  teacher.  After 
their  discussion  the  class  decided  to  see  what  everyone’s  opinion  was  about  haunted  houses. 
Everyone  thought  about  the  question,  “Do  you  think  that  a  house  could  be  haunted?”  Then  each 
person  had  to  check  off  one  of  the  following  words  as  his  or  her  answer:  definitely,  maybe,  no, 
undecided.  They  counted  how  many  people  had  checked  off  each  answer  and  made  a  graph  of  the 
results.  Can  you  read  their  graph? 


Do  you  think  that  a  house  could  be  haunted? 


1  What  kind  of  graph  did  they  make?  . 

2.  What  do  the  numbers  at  the  top  of  the  chart  tell? 

3.  What  do  the  words  at  the  left  of  the  chart  tell?  ... 
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4.  To  read  the  graph  move  your  eye  from  the  end  of  each  bar  up  to  the  numbers  on  the  top.  You 
will  see  that  the  answer  “definitely”  was  given  by  three  people. 

a)  How  many  people  answered  “maybe"?  . 

b)  How  many  people  answered  “no”?  . 

c)  How  many  people  answered  “undecided"?  . 
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Anybody  home? 

Do  some  research  on  animal  homes  or  use  research  that  you  have  already  done.  Choose  at  least 
one  animal  and  write  a  poem  describing  the  animal  in  its  home.  First  draw  the  shape  of  the 
animal.  Then  write  your  poem  inside  the  shape. 
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Rudolph  is  tired  of  the  eity 

Read  “Rudolph  Is  Tired  of  the  City.'’  Write  a  brief  paragraph  in  answer  to  each  part  of  the  poem. 
Are  there  places  in  the  city  where  Rudolph  could  spread  his  arms  and  his  breath?  What  kinds 
of  chores  could  he  do  in  the  city  out-of-doors?  What  could  he  do  with  his  free  time?  Illustrate  your 
work  with  a  picture  of  Rudolph  enjoying  one  of  the  city  activities  you  have  suggested. 
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Where  would  you  live? 


The  following  is  a  list  of  different  kinds  of  homes.  Find  out  about  those  you  are  not  familiar  with. 
Add  any  others  you  can  think  of.  Write  a  sentence  telling  what  kind  of  homes  they  are.  Now 
arrange  your  list  in  order  of  preference.  Put  the  kind  of  home  you  would  most  like  to  live  in  at  the 
top  of  your  list.  Put  the  home  you  would  least  like  to  live  in  at  the  bottom  of  your  list.  Tell  in  a 
sentence  for  each  why  you  feel  as  you  do  about  your  favorite  and  least  favorite  home.  When  you 
have  finished,  exchange  with  a  classmate  to  see  how  your  feelings  about  homes  compare. 

You  will  have  to  use  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  for  this  activity. 


condominium  townhouse 

hotel 

co-op  townhouses 

motel 

apartment 

palace 

single-family  house 

cave 

trailer-house 

log  cabin 

tent 

sod  house 

dugout 

houseboat 

solar  home 

lighthouse 
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Dig  in  the  sand  and  look  at  what 
comes  up 

All  about  sea  horses 


Here  are  two  topic  sentences  from  an  article  about  sea  horses.  What  details  would  you  expect  to 
find  in  the  rest  of  the  paragraph  following  each  sentence?  List  at  least  three  questions  you  would 
expect  to  have  answered  in  each  paragraph. 

1.  Sea  horses  seldom  thrive  in  home  aquariums. 


2.  Perhaps  the  strangest  thing  about  this  odd  little  fish  is  the  way  in  which  a  new  generation  of 
sea  horses  comes  into  the  world. 


Now  read  the  article  about  sea  horses.  Find  the  two  paragraphs  for  which  you  listed  questions. 
Does  the  article  give  the  details  to  answer  your  questions? 

Read  the  article  again  and  think  about  what  would  make  good  subject  headings  for  the  article. 
Then  read  the  headings  below.  Cross  out  the  ones  that  don't  belong,  and  insert  the  best  headings 
where  you  think  they  should  go  in  the  article. 

Hint:  You  might  now  need  a  different  heading  for  each  paragraph. 


A  Description  of  the  Sea  Horse 
The  Sea  Horse’s  Unusual  Tail 
How  the  Sea  Horse  Reproduces 
Where  the  Sea  Horse  Lives 


How  Sea  Horses  Came  to  Be 
How  the  Sea  Horse  Gets  Its  Name 
How  the  Sea  Horse  Swims 
Sea  Horses  Need  Moving  Water 


USING  STUDY  SKILLS 


136 


The  sea  horse  is  a  fish  without  scales.  Instead,  it  has  a  hard  armor  of  tough  shields  joined  by 
ridges  that  form  a  slightly  raised  pattern.  On  the  Northern  Sea  Horse,  the  ridges  around  the 
body  form  little  knobs  at  the  places  where  they  cross  the  vertical  ridges.  On  the  squarish  long 
tail  there  also  are  knobs  where  the  ridges  meet.  The  number  and  design  of  the  knobs  vary 
on  different  species  of  sea  horses. 

Like  its  relatives,  the  Northern  Sea  Horse  belongs  to  the  Hippocampus  genus.  The  name  is 
descriptive,  because  the  prefix  hippo  comes  from  a  Greek  word  meaning  horse.  And  this 
fish’s  head  certainly  does  look  like  that  of  an  extremely  tiny  horse.  The  suffix  campus 
(meaning  worm  or  caterpillar)  refers  to  its  tail,  which  seems,  in  a  way,  to  resemble  a 
squirming  worm. 

Stretched  out,  the  Northern  Sea  Horse  measures  about  12  cm,  though  some  17  cm  long  are 
found  occasionally.  Individual  specimens  vary  greatly  in  color,  from  pale  to  quite  dark;  even  a 
brick  red  fish  is  sometimes  seen.  This  little  fish  is  caught,  in  summer  only,  along  the  shores  of 
the  Atlantic  coast  from  Cape  Cod  southward  to  South  Carolina.  In  winter  it  disappears,  and 
no  one  is  sure  where  it  goes;  it  may  be  carried  long  distances  by  ocean  currents. 

All  sea  horses  hold  their  heads  in  a  way  that  is  peculiar  for  fish.  It  is  set  at  almost  a  right 
angle  to  the  body,  which  is  very  narrow  from  side  to  side.  The  head  ends  in  a  kind  of  tube 
with  a  tiny  mouth  at  its  tip;  the  jaws  make  a  little  click  as  the  sea  horse  sucks  in  a  piece 
of  food.  The  eyes  can  be  swiveled,  so  that  one  of  them  looks  to  the  front  while  the  other  looks 
to  the  rear.  Strangely,  too,  this  fish  swims  in  an  upright  position,  but  it  is  not  an  expert 
swimmer.  It  propels  itself  by  vibrating  the  tiny  filmy  fins  on  its  head  and  back. 

The  sea  horse  has  an  ability  that  is  most  unusual  in  the  underwater  world,  for  it  can  use  its 
long  tail  to  anchor  itself  to  seaweed  or  even  to  another  sea  horse.  Because  of  this  power  to 
wrap  around  and  grasp,  the  tail  is  said  to  be  prehensile.  This  characteristic  is  found  among 
some  New  World  monkeys  that  use  a  prehensile  tail  almost  like  a  fifth  "hand”  when  swinging 
through  treetop  branches. 

Perhaps  the  strangest  thing  about  this  odd  little  fish  is  the  way  in  which  a  new  generation  of 
sea  horses  comes  into  the  world.  The  female  deposits  eggs  in  a  pouch  that  is  at  the  base 
of  the  somewhat  smaller  male's  tail.  She  swims  off  and  seems  to  have  no  further  interest  in 
the  matter.  The  male's  pouch  swells  to  accommodate  its  contents.  In  time,  the  eggs  hatch, 
and  in  a  few  weeks  the  father  expels  perhaps  seventy-five  or  more  baby  fishes.  He  releases 
them  by  contracting  the  pouch  or  by  pressing  it  against  a  rock  or  a  piece  of  stiff  seaweed. 

Less  than  .  5  cm  long,  the  young  ones  are  miniature  copies  of  their  parents. 

Sea  horses  seldom  thrive  in  home  aquariums.  Normally  they  live  in  salt  water  or  in  brackish 
areas,  where  the  fresh  water  of  a  river  meets  and  mixes  with  the  salt  seawater.  The  moving 
water  needed  for  a  sea  horse’s  good  health  is  not  easily  provided  in  home  tanks. 
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Where  would  you  find  it? 

When  you  are  looking  for  information  in  the  library,  knowing  how  to  use  the  card  catalogue  is  very 
helpful.  If  you  want  to  know  what  books  the  library  has  on  a  certain  topic,  you  can  find  out  by 
looking  at  the  subject  cards. 

For  example,  suppose  you  are  looking  for  information  about  sea  monsters.  You  would  look  in  the 
card  catalogue  in  the  "S”  section  till  you  come  to  “sea  monsters”.  There  you  would  find  cards  for 
all  the  books  the  library  has  about  sea  monsters.  You  might  find  the  card  below. 


call  number- 


001.94 

MACK 


company  that  published  book 


SEA  MONSTERS 


Mackal,  Roy  Pr< 


The  Monsters  of  Loch  Ness.  Chicago: 
Swallow  Press,  1976. 

401  p.  illus.,  maps 

A 


number  of  pages 


subject  heading 
author 

'title  of  book 
where  publishec 
when  published 


further  information  about  book 


1 .  What  book  does  this  card  tell  about?  . 

2.  Who  wrote  this  book?  . 

3.  How  many  pages  are  in  this  book?  . 

4.  What  company  published  the  book?  . 

5.  When  was  the  book  first  published?  . 

6.  What  is  the  call  number  of  this  book?  . 

(Notice  that  the  letters  MACK  are  the  first  four  letters  of  the  author’s  name.) 
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7.  What  is  the  purpose  of  the  call  number?  If  you  don’t  know,  talk  to  another  person  about  it  to 
see  if  you  can  find  out. 


8.  What  do  you  think  "illus.”  means?  . 

9.  Why  would  the  word  “maps”  be  on  the  card? 


SEA  MONSTERS 

591.92 

Sweeney,  James  B. 

SWE 

A  pictorial  history  of  sea  monsters  and  other 

dangerous  marine  life.  New  York: 

Crown,  1972. 

314  p.,  illus,  maps 

Look  carefully  at  the  card  above  and  answer  the  following  questions. 

1.  What  is  the  subject  under  which  this  card  is  found?  . 

2.  What  is  the  title  of  this  book?  . 


3.  Who  wrote  the  book?  . 

4.  When  was  the  book  first  published?  . 

5.  How  many  pages  are  in  the  book?  . 

6.  What  is  the  call  number?  . 

7.  What  other  information  does  the  card  give  you  about  the  book? 
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What's  it  all  about? 


The  Table  of  Contents  of  a  book  is  a  list  of  the  chapter  titles  and  the  page  numbers  on  which  each 
chapter  begins.  A  Table  of  Contents  is  found  near  the  beginning  of  a  book.  You  can  use  a  table 
of  contents  to  help  you  find  out  what  information  is  in  a  book. 

This  is  the  Table  of  Contents  from  a  book  called  The  Sea  Around  Us.  This  table  of  contents  lists 
the  parts  of  the  book,  the  chapter  titles,  and  the  page  numbers  where  the  chapters  begin. 

CONTENTS 

PART  I.  MOTHER  SEA 

1.  The  Gray  Beginnings,  3 

2.  The  Pattern  of  the  Surface,  16 

3.  The  Changing  Year,  28 

4.  The  Sunless  Sea,  37 

5.  Hidden  Lands,  55 

6.  The  Long  Snowfall,  74 

7.  The  Birth  of  an  Island,  82 

8.  The  Shape  of  Ancient  Seas,  98 

PART  II.  THE  RESTLESS  SEA 

9.  Wind  and  Water,  113 

10.  Wind,  Sun,  and  the  Spinning  of  the  Earth,  134 

11.  The  Moving  Tides,  151 

PART  III.  MAN  AND  THE  SEA  ABOUT  HIM 

12.  The  Global  Thermostat,  169 

13.  Wealth  from  the  Salt  Seas,  188 

14.  The  Encircling  Sea,  202 

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  FURTHER  READING,  217 

INDEX,  221 


UNDERSTANDING  MAIN  IDEAS  AND  DETAILS 


140 


1.  What  is  the  title  of  the  first  book? 


How  many  chapters  does  it  have?  . 

2.  Which  chapter  would  you  read  to  find  out  about  the  Ice  Age? 


On  which  page  does  that  chapter  begin?  . 

3.  What  is  the  name  of  the  chapter  that  would  tell  you  about  the  way  the  seasons  affect  the 

ocean?  . 

4.  On  what  page  does  the  chapter  on  wind  and  water  begin?  . 

On  what  page  does  it  end?  . 

5.  How  many  chapters  does  Part  II  have?  . 

6.  Which  part  has  the  most  chapters?  . 

Why  do  you  think  the  author  called  it  by  that  name?  . 


7.  How  would  you  find  the  page  number  of  a  subject  that  is  in  this  book  but  is  not  listed  in  the 
table  of  contents?  . 
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The  sea  s  story 

People  have  always  been  interested  in  the  ocean.  From  the  earliest  times  up  to  the  present,  they 
have  explored  it  and  tried  to  understand  it. 

Here  are  some  of  the  most  important  steps  in  exploring  the  ocean  that  people  have  taken 
throughout  history,  up  until  the  time  when  Jacques  Cousteau  first  used  an  aqualung  in  1950  so  he 
could  breathe  under  water. 


325  B.C. 

A  Greek  astronomer  named  Pytheas  makes  the  first  great  voyage  of  marine 
exploration.  He  sails  north  to  Iceland  and  works  out  a  way  to  find  latitude. 

100  B.C. 

The  philosopher  Posidonius  makes  a  scientific  voyage  to  Spam  to  find  out  if  the  sun 

hisses  when  it  sets  in  the  Atlantic.  He  is  the  first  one  to  measure  the 

depth  of  the  sea. 

A.D. 

127-141 

1003 

1499-1501 

Ptolemy  develops  the  idea  that  the  earth  is  round. 

Viking  Leif  Ericson  crosses  the  Atlantic. 

An  explorer  named  Vespucci  finds  out  how  to  determine  longitude,  and  he  finds  out 
how  big  the  earth  is  around  the  equator. 

1768-1776 

Captain  James  Cook  makes  the  first  voyage  of  scientific  ocean  exploration.  He  is 
the  first  to  measure  ocean  temperatures. 

1769 

Benjamin  Franklin  uses  temperature  measurements  and  water  color  to  track  the  Gulf 
Stream.  He  makes  the  first  chart  for  navigators. 

1818 

Sir  John  Ross  finds  a  way  to  bring  to  the  surface  mud  deposits  from  the  bottom  of 
the  ocean.  Worms  are  found  in  the  mud  deposits,  which  show  that  there  is 

animal  life  in  the  ocean  bed. 

1841 

1855 

Edward  Forbes  is  the  first  to  do  a  scientific  study  of  shallow  water. 

Matthew  Maury  publishes  the  first  textbook  on  the  study  of  the  ocean.  He  puts 
together  all  records  on  the  ocean  and  makes  the  first  chart  on  the  depths  of  the 

Atlantic. 

1934 

William  Beebe  uses  the  first  bathysphere  to  explore  the  ocean.  (A  bathysphere  is  a 
water-tight  container,  big  enough  for  a  person.) 

1947 

1950 

Dr.  Maurice  Ewing  maps  the  floor  of  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean. 

An  aqualung  is  perfected,  which  allows  divers  to  breathe  under  water. 
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Fill  in  the  time  line  with  the  information  above.  Use  a  very  short  description  with  the  dates  so 
there  will  be  enough  space.  The  first  two  have  been  done  for  you 


300  B.C. 
100  B.C. 


Pytheas— first  marine  explorer;  determines  latitude 
Posidonius  — measures  depth  of  sea 


1.  What  happened  in  127-141  that  helped  Vespucci  with  his  discovery? 


2.  What  were  some  of  the  things  that  had  to  happen  before  Matthew  Maury  could  publish  his 
book?  List  at  least  three  discoveries. 
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The  seven  mermaids 


This  story,  “The  Seven  Mermaids, ’’  tells  what  happens  when  a  fisherman  catches  a  mermaid. 

As  you  read,  look  for  the  fisherman’s  actions  and  what  the  results  were. 

Along  a  distant  shore  there  lived  a  young  fisherman  by  the  name  of  Pai  Hai,  who  took  his 
boat  fishing  every  day.  In  this  way  he  earned  just  enough  for  the  bare  necessities  of  life. 

One  day  he  went  out  fishing  as  usual,  but  for  all  his  labor  not  a  single  fish  swam  into  his  net. 
This  went  on  until  evening,  when  he  made  up  his  mind  to  spread  his  net  one  last  time  and 
then  go  home.  The  net  went  out  and  when  he  drew  it  in,  it  was  so  light  that  Pai  Hai  knew  he 
had  again  caught  nothing.  Inside  the  net  he  found  a  single  flat  shell.  He  examined  it  sadly 
and  dropped  it  on  the  bottom  of  his  boat. 

The  next  moment  Pai  Hai  had  the  shock  of  his  life.  The  shell  split  open  and  a  beautiful  girl  in 
a  sea-green  gown  stepped  out,  her  skin  as  glowing  as  a  pearl. 

‘Let  me  go  home,  Pai  Hai,’  she  begged  tearfully.  'My  sisters  would  sorrow  if  I  didn’t  return.’ 

Pai  Hai  brought  forth  his  bundle  and  took  out  a  piece  of  bread.  ‘Have  something  to  eat  first,’ 
he  said  kindly,  ‘then  tell  me  who  you  are  and  where  you  live.’ 

The  girl  took  a  hearty  bite  and  became  more  cheerful. 

‘I  am  the  youngest  of  seven  sisters,’  she  said.  ‘We  live  in  the  water  beneath  the  great  stone 
mountain.’ 

‘I  will  take  you  to  the  great  stone  mountain  at  once,’  said  Pai  Hai  kindly,  bending  to  the  oars. 

The  boat  flew  across  the  sea  like  a  dart  and  soon  they  reached  the  great  stone  mountain. 

Pai  Hai  gently  placed  the  open  shell  on  the  water  and  turned  his  boat  round.  But  he  heard 
someone  calling  him  and  looked  back  to  see  the  girl  dancing  on  the  waves,  followed  by  six 
graceful  creatures  in  differently  colored  clothes. 

The  fisherman  waited  for  them  to  catch  up  with  him,  and  soon  his  boat  was  surrounded  by 
the  beautiful  girls  who  flashed  him  their  friendliest  smiles. 

‘Oh,  sisters,’  said  the  mermaid  in  the  sea-green  dress,  ‘this  fisherman  saved  my  life.’ 

The  lovely  girl  in  red  came  closer  to  the  boat. 

'Thank  you,  Pai  Hai,’  she  said,  ‘for  looking  after  my  little  sister.  She  wandered  too  far  afield 
and  might  not  have  found  the  way  back  but  for  your  help.  We  wish  to  repay  you  for  your 
kindness.  The  bottom  of  the  sea  is  covered  with  silver  and  gold.  Just  tell  us  your  wishes  and 
we  will  make  them  come  true.’ 
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'What  would  I  be  doing  with  silver  and  gold?’  smiled  Pai  Hai.  'I’m  a  simple  fisherman  and 
want  nothing  but  to  take  my  boat  out  to  sea  every  day.’ 

'In  that  case  we  will  ourselves  choose  your  reward,'  said  the  mermaid  in  red,  who  was 
apparently  the  eldest  sister.  'We  will  each  give  you  a  pearl.' 

Whereupon  each  sister  took  a  shining  pearl  from  her  hair,  holding  it  out  to  the  young  man. 

Pai  Hai  was  reluctant  to  accept  the  precious  gifts. 

'No,  really,’  he  protested.  ‘It  is  not  fitting  that  I  should  own  any  pearls.  They  are  worn  only  by 
rich  people,  not  by  simple  fishermen.’ 

The  girls  broke  into  peals  of  laughter. 

'These  aren’t  ordinary  pearls,’  explained  the  eldest  sister.  'String  them  on  a  golden  thread  and 
you  will  find  that  they  cure  swelling  of  the  neck  when  worn  by  the  sufferer.’ 

‘Oh,  I  see,'  said  the  fisherman.  'My  brother  happens  to  suffer  from  just  that  trouble.’ 

He  accepted  the  pearls  and  thanked  the  lovely  sisters.  Then  he  waved  goodbye  to  them  and 
hurried  home. 

Below  you  will  find  a  list  of  Pai  Hai’s  actions.  Fill  in  the  result  for  each  one. 

Action  Result 


He  spread  his  net  one  last  time. 


He  dropped  the  shell  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat. 


He  gave  the  mermaid  bread. 


He  took  the  mermaid  to  the  great  stone  mountain. 


He  refused  silver  and  gold. 


Think  about  what  Pai  Hai  did  so  far  in  the  story,  and  predict  what  he  will  do  when  he  gets  home. 
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Now  read  the  next  part  of  the  story  to  find  out  if  your  prediction  was  correct. 

His  brother  scowled  to  see  Pai  Hai  return  without  any  fish,  but  his  eyes  opened  wide  at  the 
sight  of  the  exquisite  pearls. 

‘These  are  no  ornaments  as  rich  people  wear  them,’  explained  Pai  Hai.  They  are  supposed  to 
cure  just  the  kind  of  swollen  neck  that  you  are  suffering  from.  Let’s  test  them  now,  brother! 
All  the  way  home  I  trembled  with  impatience.’ 

The  elder  brother  was  doubtful,  but  as  soon  as  the  string  of  pearls  touched  his  neck,  he  felt 
an  enormous  relief. 

The  next  moment  they  both  shouted  with  joy,  because  the  elder  brother’s  neck  had  returned 
to  normal  size  as  if  by  magic. 

How  would  the  story  have  been  different  so  far  if  Pai  Hai  had  accepted  gold  and  silver? 


Now  read  the  rest  of  the  story.  As  you  read,  look  for  other  effects  of  Pai  Hai's  actions. 

There  was  a  gleam  in  his  eye  as  he  cried:  “We're  going  to  be  rich,  brother!  If  we  only  charge 
two  gold  pieces  of  each  person  we  cure,  we  can  live  in  ease  for  the  rest  of  our  lives!' 

‘I’m  not  going  to  cure  people  for  money,'  said  Pai  Hai  quietly. 

And  though  his  brother  tried  hard  to  change  his  mind,  Pai  Hai  was  not  to  be  swayed. 

The  news  that  the  young  fisherman  was  able  to  cure  swollen  necks,  and  did  so  without 
demanding  money,  spread  soon  all  over  the  countryside.  Crowds  of  sufferers  came  to  his 
cottage. 

All  day  Pai  Hai  cured  the  ill  and  never  took  a  penny  for  his  pains.  He  still  earned  his  living  by 
catching  fish,  only  now  he  went  out  to  sea  at  night,  when  all  his  patients  had  been  cured. 

But  he  never  came  home  empty-handed  as  he  had  often  done  in  the  old  days.  His  net  was  full 
of  fish  each  night. 

When  this  went  on  night  after  night,  Pai  Hai  became  suspicious  and  made  up  his  mind  to 
seek  the  reason  for  his  good  fortune.  One  night  he  took  his  boat  out  to  sea  as  usual,  but  he 
tied  a  long  rope  to  the  boat  by  one  end,  winding  the  other  end  round  his  waist.  Then  he 
dived  into  the  water. 

When  his  feet  touched  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  he  was  amazed  to  see  seven  large  shells  that 
gave  off  a  pearly  glow,  so  strong  that  it  lit  up  the  sea  bed  as  far  as  he  could  see.  The  seven 
lovely  sisters  were  busily  opening  and  shutting  the  shells  and  getting  all  the  fish  to  swim 
into  his  net. 
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The  fisherman  was  pleased  to  see  his  friends  again,  so  he  went  up  to  them  and  said  politely: 
'How  kind  of  you  to  help  me  in  this  way!  Thank  you  so  much!’ 

The  mermaids  gave  him  their  friendliest  smiles  and  the  eldest  said:  ‘It’s  no  more  than  our 
duty  to  look  after  you  when  you  help  others  all  day  without  demanding  payment.’ 

Again  they  all  smiled  at  him  in  the  sweetest  way  and  waved  their  shells  with  even  greater 
energy. 

That  night  Pai  Hai  brought  home  an  enormous  catch.  From  then  on,  whenever  he  pulled  in 
his  net  and  found  it  full  of  fish,  he  gratefully  thought  of  his  friends,  the  lovely  mermaids, 
opening  and  closing  their  shiny  shells. 

1.  Why  do  you  think  Pai  Hai  didn’t  want  any  pay  for  healing  people? 


2.  What  was  the  outcome  of  Pai  Hai’s  generosity  in  helping  people  without  pay? 


3.  Think  about  the  sequence  of  events  in  the  story  and  then  predict  how  the  story  would  have 
turned  out  if  Pai  Hai  had  done  what  his  brother  had  wanted  to  do.  Write  your  story  ending  on 
the  lines  below.  You  can  illustrate  it  if  you  like. 
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Any  way  you  say  it 


In  "The  Seven  Mermaids,"  the  author  uses  three  idioms.  An  idiom  is  a  group  of  words  that  must 
be  understood  together  because  they  may  not  make  sense  if  you  try  to  understand  the  literal 
meaning  of  each  word.  When  you  read  idioms,  look  at  other  sentences  in  the  selection  to  get  an 
idea  of  what  the  author  is  really  trying  to  say. 

bare  necessities  of  life 
bending  to  the  oars 
wandered  too  far  afield 

Discuss  with  a  classmate  what  these  idioms  mean.  When  you  both  think  you  understand  what 
they  mean,  write  a  sentence  for  each  one.  Then  show  your  sentences  to  another  team  to  see  if  you 
have  similar  ideas. 


VOCABULARY 


Read  the  sentences  below.  Write  the  letter  of  the  meaning  on  the  right  that  goes  with  the 
underlined  word  in  each  sentence. 


1 .  The  new  ornaments  on  our  Christ¬ 
mas  tree  blink  on  and  off. 

2.  The  exquisite  jewels  are  very  ex¬ 
pensive. 

3.  Many  of  the  people  in  the  audience 
were  full  of  impatience  as  they 
waited  for  the  performers  to  begin. 

4.  Of  all  the  dinosaurs,  the  brontosaurus 
was  one  of  the  most  enormous. 

5.  One  of  the  advantages  of  the  mon¬ 
key  is  its  prehensile  tail. 

6.  Some  fresh-water  fish  would  not 
survive  in  brackish  water. 

7.  Some  animals  find  it  hard  to  ac¬ 
commodate  themselves  to  new  sur¬ 
roundings. 


a.  salty 


b.  adapted  for  holding  on  to  things 


c.  huge 


d.  to  adapt 

e.  an  object  used  to  make  something  beautiful 


f.  being  restless  with  delay 


g.  delicately  beautiful 
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What's  on  your  bookshelf? 

Which  word  does  not  belong? 

Look  at  the  words  in  this  list: 

slingshot,  marbles,  sled,  encyclopedia,  yoyo,  doll. 

Five  of  the  words  in  the  list  involve  the  same  topic.  That  topic  is  "toys." 

Which  five  words  are  about  toys?  . 


Why  does  the  word  left  over  not  belong  in  this  group  of  words? 


What  topic  do  five  of  the  words  in  the  list  below  concern?  . 

maple,  oak,  hemlock,  pine,  cabbage,  fir 

Which  word  does  not  belong  in  the  group?  . 

Why?  . 

Read  each  of  the  following  groups  of  words.  Which  word  in  each  group  does  not  belong  with  the 
other  words?  Circle  this  word. 

1.  porcupine,  muskrat,  peacock,  chipmunk,  weasel,  groundhog 

2.  brontosaurus,  diplodocus,  trachodon,  tyrannosaurus,  alligator,  allosaurus 

3.  cockroach,  flea,  beetle,  robin,  mosquito,  ant 

4.  plow,  archaeologist,  dig,  ruins,  prehistoric,  excavation 

5.  fingerprint,  cavity,  criminal,  detective,  clue,  robbery 

6.  harbor,  cove,  glacier,  driftwood,  beach,  mussel 


VOCABULARY 


7.  piano,  musician,  orchestra,  melody,  zither,  bait 

8.  shark,  plankton,  seaweed,  parachute,  diver,  submarine 

Make  up  three  groups  of  words  like  those  above,  In  each  group  have  three  words  that  belong  to 
the  same  topic  and  one  word  that  does  not  belong.  Exchange  lists  with  a  partner.  Pick  out  the 
words  which  do  not  belong  in  each  other's  lists. 
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What  does  it  teach? 


Read  the  two  fables  below.  What  lesson  does  each  fable  teach?  After  you  have  read  the  fables, 
decide  which  of  the  morals  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  goes  with  each  one. 

The  lion  and  the  oxen 

Every  day  a  lion  would  come  and  prowl  around  a  field  where  four  oxen  lived.  Whenever  he 
came  too  close,  the  oxen  would  turn  their  tails  toward  one  another,  so  that  the  lion  had  to 
face  their  horns  when  he  tried  to  attack  them.  The  lion  knew  that  he  could  never  win  against 
their  sharp  horns.  One  day  the  oxen  began  to  argue  with  one  another  about  which  of  them 
ate  most  of  the  grass  in  the  field.  This  was  the  chance  the  lion  had  been  waiting  for.  He 
could  easily  attack  and  kill  a  single  ox.  So  he  attacked  them  one  by  one  and  ate  all  four. 

The  moral  is  . 

The  frogs  and  the  well 

Two  frogs  were  looking  for  a  new  home  because  the  marsh  in  which  they  had  been  living 
dried  up.  They  came  to  a  deep  well  and  looked  down  at  the  cool  water  at  the  bottom.  One  of 
the  frogs  said,  "This  looks  like  a  good  place  to  live.  Let’s  hop  in  and  make  ourselves  at 
home."  Then  the  other,  wiser  frog  spoke,  "What  if  the  well  dried  up  the  way  our  marsh  did? 
We  would  never  be  able  to  get  out  again.” 

The  moral  is  . 

Think  twice  before  you  act. 


In  unity  there  is  safety. 
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A  fable 


This  is  a  fable  told  in  a  comic  strip  Read  the  comic,  then  write  out  the  fable  in  story  form.  What 
moral  will  you  put  below  your  fable?  What  will  you  name  your  fable? 


clTA  wHy  DON'T  you  \ 
REIAX  AND  £NJ-oy  TNI 5 
BEAUTIFUL  SUMMER  WEATHER 
-vWSTEA D  OF  WOKKJN6-  bU-f 

.  the  time  ? 
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How  Gopher  got  pockets 

This  story  about  Gopher  is  a  legend.  Legends  are  stories  that  came  from  the  past.  Animal  legends 
often  tell  how  someone  imagined  that  the  animal  came  to  be  as  it  is  now. 

Long  ago,  in  the  days  when  the  world  was  young,  gophers  did  not  have  pockets.  Mother 
Nature  gave  something  special  to  each  animal,  but  she  let  each  one  discover  the  gift  she  had 
given. 

One  day  Gopher  looked  at  the  other  animals  and  discovered  that  they  all  had  a  special  gift 
they  were  using.  One  was  a  good  climber,  one  a  good  jumper,  and  another  a  good  swimmer. 
But  Gopher  did  not  know  what  he  could  do  particularly  well. 

So  he  sat  down  to  look  at  himself.  He  must  have  some  advantage!  As  he  looked  at  himself,  he 
noticed  that  his  hands  were  different  from  the  hands  of  the  other  animals.  For  the  size  of 
his  body,  his  hands  were  large  and  strong.  His  three  middle  fingers  had  long,  stout  claws. 

Gopher  looked  at  his  claws  and  wondered  what  he  could  do  with  them.  Then  he  thought 
about  digging.  He  thought  he  might  dig  himself  a  hole  to  live  in.  He  began  digging,  and 
he  liked  it.  He  felt  very  happy  at  his  discovery.  As  he  dug,  he  came  to  a  root,  so  he  decided 
to  cut  it  with  his  teeth.  To  his  surprise,  it  tasted  good.  He  ate  the  whole  root,  and  hoped 
he  would  come  to  another  one. 

That  was  the  day  that  Gopher  decided  he  would  live  underground,  so  he  made  himself  a  very 
comfortable  home.  There  was  one  problem.  Running  back  and  forth  gathering  food  and 
carrying  it  into  his  tunnel  was  a  lot  of  work.  When  it  was  time  to  store  food  for  the  winter,  he 
wished  he  could  carry  a  lot  more  food  at  one  time. 

One  day  old  Mother  Nature  came  to  visit  him.  She  asked  him  if  there  was  anything  he 
needed.  Almost  without  thinking,  Gopher  said,  “Pockets.  I  need  big  pockets  in  my  cheeks.” 

Old  Mother  Nature  was  pleased  to  see  that  Gopher  had  done  so  well  in  using  his  hands  the 
way  they  were  intended,  but  she  didn’t  say  so. 

All  she  said  was,  “I’ll  think  it  over,”  and  then  she  left. 

The  next  day,  Gopher  discovered  a  pocket  on  his  right  cheek.  Then  he  felt  his  left  cheek  and 
found  a  pocket  there.  Each  pocket  opened  to  the  outside  of  his  cheek. 

Gopher  was  perfectly  happy.  He  felt  there  wasn't  a  single  thing  in  the  world  that  he  could  ask 
for  to  make  him  happier. 


MAKING  JUDGMENTS 


1 .  How  can  you  tell  from  the  first  paragraph  that  this  story  is  a  legend? 


2.  In  a  legend,  the  animals  often  seem  a  lot  like  human  beings.  Do  you  think  Gopher  acts  like  a 
human  being?  Find  the  parts  of  the  story  that  back  up  your  answer. 


3.  Why  do  you  think  this  legend  refers  to  Mother  Nature?  Who  is  Mother  Nature? 
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Owls  in  the  family 

A  good  story  has  a  plot  with  a  beginning,  a  middle,  and  an  ending.  The  most  exciting  part  of  a 
story  is  called  the  climax.  The  climax  of  the  story  is  usually  in  the  middle  or  towards  the  end. 

This  story  is  a  chapter  from  a  book  called  Owls  in  the  Family,  by  Farley  Mowat.  As  you  read,  think 
about  the  different  parts  to  a  story  and  see  what  part  you  would  call  the  climax. 

Why  do  you  think  a  good  writer  would  not  put  the  climax  at  the  beginning  of  a  story'? 


On  Sunday  morning,  I  didn’t  even  wait  to  eat  my  breakfast  before  I  rushed  out  to  the  garage. 
Murray  was  already  there,  but  Bruce  didn’t  come  along  for  about  an  hour,  and  we  were 
getting  worried  he  might  not  make  it  at  all.  By  the  time  he  showed  up  we  had  the  gophers 
and  the  white  rats  all  loaded  and  I  was  trying  to  get  the  dolls’  clothes  on  the  owls.  Bruce 
came  into  the  yard  with  a  shoebox  under  his  arm,  and  a  big  grin  on  his  face. 

"Hi-eee!”  he  shouted.  “I  guess  we’ll  win  the  first  prize  sure.  Bet  you  can’t  guess  what  I  have 
in  this  box?” 

Murray  and  I  couldn't  guess.  I  shook  the  box  a  couple  of  times,  and  whatever  was  inside  was 
pretty  heavy.  I  was  just  going  to  untie  the  string  and  open  it  when  Bruce  grabbed  it  away 
from  me. 

“No,  sir,”  he  said.  "Don’t  you  do  that!  We  might  never  catch  this  critter  again!” 

"Aw,  come  on!”  I  begged  him.  "What  have  you  got  in  there,  anyway?  Come  on,  Brucie.  You 
have  to  tell  us.” 

"Don’t  have  to -don’t  aim  to!”  Bruce  said.  "Just  you  wait  and  see.” 

Murray  and  I  pretended  we  didn’t  care  what  he  had  in  his  shoebox  anyway.  I  went  back  to 
putting  the  dolls'  clothes  on  the  owls,  and  it  wasn’t  easy.  Weeps  just  stood  there  and 
whimpered  while  I  pulled  a  pink  dress  over  his  head  and  pinned  a  floppy  hat  on  him.  But  Wol 
took  one  look  at  the  sailor  suit  I  had  for  him  and  then  he  rumpled  himself  up  into  a  ball  and 
began  to  clack  his  beak  and  hiss.  It  took  two  of  us  to  hold  him  down  while  we  got  him 
dressed,  and  by  the  time  we  were  finished  he  was  in  a  terrible  temper. 

We  couldn't  trust  him  to  stay  quietly  on  the  wagon-top  after  all  that  fuss,  so  we  decided  to  tie 
him  to  it  with  some  twine  around  his  legs.  That  made  him  madder  still. 
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While  Bruce  and  I  were  working  on  the  owls,  Murray  was  trying  to  paint  the  stripes  on  Rex. 
Rex  didn’t  like  it,  and  there  was  about  as  much  paint  on  Murray  as  on  the  dog. 

Just  before  we  were  ready  to  start  for  downtown,  Bruce  took  the  paintbrush  and  printed  some 
words  on  the  shoebox;  then  he  tied  the  box  to  the  top  of  the  second  wagon.  What  he  printed 
was: 


SUrprIS  PET  Do  NOt  FeEED 

We  harnessed  up  the  dogs,  with  Mutt  leading  because  he  knew  how  to  pull  in  harness  and 
Rex  didn’t.  Rex  didn't  seem  to  want  to  learn,  either.  He  kept  pulling  off  to  one  side,  and  every 
time  he  did  it  he  almost  upset  the  wagons.  We  had  an  awful  time  getting  our  outfit  all  the 
way  downtown  and  we  were  nearly  late  for  the  parade  which  started  at  ten  o’clock.  One 
thing,  though:  by  the  time  we  did  get  there,  old  Rex  was  just  about  worn  out  and  he  had 
stopped  acting  like  a  bucking  bronco. 

The  parade  formed  in  front  of  the  Carnegie  Public  Library  and  then  it  was  supposed  to  go 
about  six  blocks  to  the  T.  Eaton  Store,  where  the  judges’  stand  was. 

It  seemed  like  a  million  kids  were  there  with  every  kind  of  pet  you  ever  saw.  One  little  boy, 
about  five  years  old,  was  leading  a  Clydesdale  horse  as  big  as  an  elephant,  and  the  horse  had 
Baby  on  the  blanket  it  was  wearing.  If  that  thing  was  a  baby,  I  hope  to  eat  it! 

There  were  a  lot  of  goats,  and  it  was  a  hot  day,  and  you  could  smell  goats  all  over  Saskatoon 
Some  of  the  girls  were  wheeling  cats  along  in  baby  carriages,  and  the  cats  were  wearing 
silly  hats  and  were  pinned  down  under  lacy  covers.  Some  of  them  were  yowling  fit  to  scare 
the  dead.  There  were  more  dogs  than  you  could  shake  a  stick  at -every  kind  of  dog  you  ever 
heard  about,  and  a  lot  of  kinds  that  nobody  ever  heard  about. 

Right  in  the  middle  of  the  parade  was  a  boy  leading  a  pet  skunk  on  a  string.  He  had  the 
middle  of  the  parade  all  to  himself,  too.  Nobody  was  crowding  him! 

There  were  pet  rabbits,  ducks,  chickens,  geese,  a  couple  of  pigs,  and  a  bunch  of  pedigree 
calves.  There  was  even  one  little  boy  carrying  a  litre  jar  full  of  water,  with  a  bunch  of  tadpoles 
swimming  around  in  it. 

You’d  expect  lots  of  trouble,  what  with  all  the  animals  and  the  fact  that  it  was  a  hot  day  and 
everybody  was  excited  and  there  was  so  much  noise.  But  there  really  wasn’t  much  trouble. 
There  were  dogfights,  of  course;  and  one  dog,  who  wasn’t  even  in  the  parade  at  all,  made  a 
go  for  a  cat  in  a  baby  carriage  and  that  stampeded  one  of  the  goats.  But  some  salesmen 
from  the  store  were  in  the  parade  too,  and  they  got  things  quieted  down,  though  one  of  them 
got  bitten  on  the  leg,  a  little  bit. 

It  took  about  an  hour  for  our  outfit  to  get  opposite  the  judges’  stand.  There  were  five  judges, 
some  women  and  some  men.  The  Mayor  of  Saskatoon  was  one  of  them. 

There  were  two  Mounties  beside  the  stand,  dressed  in  their  red  coats.  A  lot  of  parents  were 
jammed  up  against  the  stand  too,  so  they  could  cheer  if  their  kids  won  a  prize. 
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I’d  had  a  good  look  at  the  parade  by  then,  and  there  wasn’t  an  outfit  that  had  a  patch  on 
ours.  We  were  sure  to  win  a  good  prize,  and  I  figured  it  would  be  first  prize.  We  had  a  little 
trouble  though  when  we  got  to  the  stand,  because  Rex  was  so  tired  he  just  lay  down  and 
wouldn’t  get  up  again.  But  that  only  made  the  judges  laugh,  and  they  came  down  from  the 
stand  to  take  a  good  look  at  our  entry. 

I  overheard  one  of  the  woman  judges  tell  another  woman  that  ours  was  the  best  rig  she  had 
seen,  and  “Isn’t  it  cute  the  way  it's  decked  out  just  like  a  real  circus?’’  The  first  prize  seemed 
to  be  right  in  our  pockets,  when  the  president  of  the  T.  Eaton  Store,  who  was  also  one  of 
the  judges,  saw  the  shoebox  on  top  of  the  second  wagon. 

“Hello,’’  he  said.  “Now  here’s  a  good  idea.  Look  at  this,  Sam!  These  boys  have  a  special  pet 
in  reserve.  That’s  what  I  call  smart  merchandising!’’ 

Well,  of  course,  everyone  crowded  around  to  see  what  the  special  pet  was;  and  Bruce,  with  a 
silly  smile  on  his  dopey  face,  untied  the  box  and  lifted  up  the  lid. 

What  was  in  the  box  was -a  rattlesnake. 


I  guess  you  can  imagine  what  happened  next.  All  the  people  shoving  and  pushing  to  get 
away  from  us  got  the  animals  so  upset  that  they  began  to  stampede  too.  The  skunk  got 
crowded  into  a  storefront,  and  that  scared  him,  and  he  did  what  skunks  always  do  when  they 
get  scared.  There  were  calves  and  goats  going  every  which  way,  and  the  dogs  all  went  crazy 
and  started  chasing  anything  that  ran -and  that  was  everything  there  was.  Our  two  cages 
got  upset  and  squashed  and  all  the  gophers  and  white  rats  went  skittering  off  under  people’s 
feet.  Wol  climbed  up  on  top  of  my  head  and  kept  beating  his  wings  so  I  couldn’t  see  too 
much  of  what  was  happening,  but  I  could  still  hear  it.  People  were  screaming,  and  one  of  the 
Mounties  never  stopped  blowing  his  silver  whistle.  All  you  could  hear  was  yells  and  howls 
and  barks  and  screams  and  yowls.  I  tell  you,  there  never  had  been  anything  like  it  in 
Saskatoon  for  a  hundred  years. 

We  didn’t  stick  around  any  longer  than  we  could  help.  We  saved  the  wagons,  our  two  dogs, 
the  owls,  and  that  darn  snake.  Bruce  grabbed  the  shoebox  the  moment  the  ruckus  started 
and  stuck  to  it  like  a  burr  until  we  got  back  to  my  place. 

“Gee,”  he  said,  as  we  were  getting  a  drink  from  our  garden  hose.  “If  I’d  lost  that  old  snake 
I’d  have  got  my  britches  tanned  from  here  to  Mexico.  It  belongs  to  our  hired  man,  and  it’s 
been  his  pet  for  fifteen  years -ever  since  he  was  a  cowboy  down  in  the  Cypress  Hills.  It’s  so 
old  it  hasn’t  any  teeth,  nor  any  poison  either,  but  he  sure  is  fond  of  it  all  the  same.  It  sleeps 
right  with  him  in  his  bunk...." 


I  still  think  we  should  have  won  first  prize. 


- Farley  Mowat 
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1.  Which  of  the  following  events  happened  in  the  beginning  of  the  story7  Underline  the  events 
that  happened  in  the  beginning. 

The  cages  were  upset. 

The  boys  decided  to  enter  the  pet  parade. 

The  boys  went  out  to  catch  gophers. 

The  pets  in  the  parade  stampeded  in  every  direction. 

The  boys  built  cages  for  the  pets. 

2.  Which  part  of  the  story  do  you  think  was  the  most  exciting7  Tell  why  you  chose  this  part  of  the 
story  as  the  climax. 


3.  In  what  province  and  city  did  this  story  happen? 


Did  you  find  out  the  location  in  the  beginning,  the  middle,  or  the  end  of  the  story? 


4.  Which  of  the  following  sentences  do  you  think  is  the  beginning  of  the  end  in  the  story? 

What  was  in  the  box  was -a  rattlesnake. 

I  guess  you  can  imagine  what  happened  next. 

We  didn’t  stick  around  any  longer  than  we  could  help 

Explain  the  reason  for  your  choice. 


UNDERSTANDING  SEQUENCE  AND  STRUCTURE 


5.  Draw  a  picture  of  the  scene  that  took  place  after  the  box  with  the  rattlesnake  in  it  was  opened 


6.  What  kind  of  person  is  the  "I”  character  in  the  story?  How  can  you  tell? 


7.  Would  you  like  to  be  friends  with  the  boys  in  the  story?  Explain  the  reason  for  your  answer. 


MAKING  JUDGMENTS 
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Word  scramble 


Unscramble  the  words  that  belong  rn  the  blanks  rn  the  sentences  below.  Use  the  defrnitions  of  the 


words  to  help  you  find  out  what  the  words  are. 

1.  When  we  moved  to  a  bigger  house,  our  cat  would  go  around  .  in  our 

brg  empty  basement,  nowygil  -  makrng  a  long  warling  sound 

2.  The  elephants  were  most  frightening  when  they  .  through  the  plains. 

pestamded  -  sudden  wild  running 


3.  The  sound  of  the  elephants  was  quite  different  from  the  monkeys’  . 

suruck- noisy  fight 

4.  The  little  creature  crawled  out  of  the  hole  looking  all  .  muplder- 

wrinkled  or  creased 

5.  Judith  and  Sam  .  some  moles,  but  they  were  actually  hoping  to  catch 

gophers,  resnad-to  catch  with  a  snare 

6.  Most  of  the  .  was  done  by  mail-order  catalogue,  hamnersdicnig  -  selling 
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Andy ,  Willy,  and  me 

Read  "Andy,  Willy,  and  Me"  on  page  216  of  your  textbook.  As  you  read,  jot  down  a  few  of  Andy’s 
characteristics. 


Now  read  the  sentences  below.  Cross  out  the  sentences  that  describe  things  you  think  Andy 

would  not  be  likely  to  do.  Then  talk  to  a  classmate  about  it  and  see  if  you  agree.  Then  add  a  few 

statements  of  your  own. 

1.  Andy  would  fill  in  for  you  on  your  paper  route  if  you  went  away  for  a  holiday. 

2.  Andy  would  ignore  you  if  he  happened  to  be  out  for  a  walk  with  his  famous  uncle  and  just 
happened  to  meet  you  on  the  street. 

3.  If  you  were  late  for  playing  catch  because  your  mother  needed  some  help,  Andy  would  tell  you 
not  to  bother  coming  at  all. 

4.  If  Andy  went  camping,  he  would  invite  you  to  come  along. 

5.  If  you  came  to  Andy’s  house  just  after  his  mother  gave  him  a  treat,  he  would  ask  you  to  wait 
outside  so  he  would  not  have  to  share  the  treat  with  you. 

6.  Andy  would  help  you  look  for  your  dog  if  it  got  lost. 

Now  think  of  some  things  that  might  happen  if  Andy  were  your  friend. 


UNDERSTANDING  MAIN  IDEAS  AND  DETAILS 
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Good-by  until  next  fall 

Airline  timetable 


Have  you  ever  travelled  by  plane  during  your  summer  holidays?  Or,  have  you  ever  gone  to  the 
airport  to  meet  someone  who  was  coming  home  from  holidays?  A  big  airport  can  be  a  confusing 
place.  But  if  you  know  how  to  read  the  flight  boards,  it  is  not  so  confusing.  Each  airline  has  a 
flight  board  to  tell  people  about  the  flights  arriving  and  taking  off.  Look  at  this  flight  board  for 
Canadiana  Airways. 

Is  this  the  list  of  flights  arriving  or  leaving? 


CANADIANA  AIRWAYS 
ARRIVALS 


Flight 

City 

Time 

Gate 

Remarks 

408 

Montreal 

6:30 

1 

on  time 

372 

Toronto 

7:12 

2 

on  time 

263 

Ottawa 

8:00 

3 

delayed 

112 

Winnipeg 

9:55 

4 

delayed 

773 

Calgary 

10:00 

5 

on  time 

15 

San  Francisco 

12:52 

6 

cancelled 

110 

New  York 

13:10 

1 

on  time 

299 

Mexico  City 

13:31 

2 

on  time 

56 

Frankfurt 

14:15 

3 

delayed 

709 

London 

17:35 

4 

on  time 

USING  STUDY  SKILLS 


You  can  see  that  the  flight  board  is  divided  into  five  columns.  What  does  the  first  column  on  the 
flight  board  tell  you? 


Under  the  heading  "City'’  are  listed  the  cities  from  which  the  flights  are  taking  off.  What  does  the 
third  column  tell  you? 


The  numbers  under  "Gate"  tell  you  at  which  gate  to  meet  someone  arriving  on  that  flight. 

The  last  column  gives  you  more  information  about  each  flight.  A  delayed  flight  will  arrive  late. 
When  a  flight  has  been  cancelled,  that  means  that  the  plane  has  not  taken  off  or  will  land  at 
another  airport  for  some  reason. 
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The  happy  hiker 

Read  “The  Happy  Hiker’’  on  page  232  of  your  text.  In  point  form  write  down  the  important 
information  in  the  selection.  Think  about  your  favorite  summer  activity.  Write  in  point  form  the 
important  information  that  you  feel  people  would  need  to  know  in  order  to  enjoy  it.  The  points  you 
noted  in  “The  Happy  Hiker"  should  help  you  to  remember  information  you  could  include  about 
your  own  activity.  Now  write  and  illustrate  a  brief  article  about  how  to  be  a 
happy  . 


USING  STUDY  SKILLS 


Super  popsicles 

Summer  is  a  good  time  for  special  foods  and  special  events.  In  summer  you  can  go  hiking,  you  can 
go  on  picnics,  and  you  can  enjoy  cool  refreshing  snacks  at  home.  Work  with  a  partner  and  write 
on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  all  the  foods  you  can  think  of  when  you  think  of  summer.  Now,  write 
the  foods  you  would  take  on  a  picnic  on  the  picnic  table  below.  Write  the  foods  you  would  take 
hiking  on  the  knapsack  below,  and  write  the  foods  you  would  snack  on  at  home  on  the  drinking 
glass  below. 


VOCABULARY 


it  s  news  to  me 


A  good  news  story  gives  you  the  important  information  first.  The  first  paragraph  should  answer 
Who,  What,  When,  Where?  Then  the  rest  of  the  story  gives  the  rest  of  the  details  that  people 
would  want  to  know. 

Read  these  two  different  versions  of  the  same  news  story.  Which  is  better?  Why? 


The  Richmond  Public  School  will  hold  its  annual 
Fun  Fair  on  Friday,  May  30  from  1:30  p.m.- 
6:00  p.m. 

The  main  attraction  scheduled  at  2:00  p.m. 
features  the  Richmond  Folk  Dancers  and  the 
Richmond  Band.  The  performance  will  be  held 
in  the  school  gymnasium. 

A  tearoom  will  be  set  up  in  the  lunch-room. 
Wonderful  desserts  and  drinks  will  be  sold. 

A  large  selection  of  all  kinds  of  things  will  be  on 
sale:  crafts,  baked  goods,  used  books  and  rec¬ 
ords,  toys,  plants,  used  clothing,  and  jewelry. 

Outdoor  relays  will  be  organized  for  children 
8  years  and  up.  A  games  room  will  be  set  up  for 
children  under  8  years. 


You  can  have  a  lot  of  fun  at  the  annual  Fun  Fair. 
There  will  be  relays  for  kids  and  a  games  room, 
too.  At  2:00  p.m.  the  Richmond  Folk  Dancers 
and  the  Richmond  Band  will  perform. 

Many  things  will  be  for  sale:  crafts,  baked  goods, 
used  books  and  records,  toys,  plants,  used  cloth¬ 
ing,  and  jewelry.  A  tearoom  will  be  set  up  in  the 
lunch-room.  Wonderful  desserts  and  drinks  will 
be  sold. 

The  Fun  Fair  will  be  from  1:00-6:00  p.m.  on  Fri¬ 
day,  May  30.  The  2:00  performance  will  be  in  the 
gymnasium.  The  whole  thing  will  be  at  Richmond 
Public  School. 


USING  STUDY  SKILLS 


Read  the  information  given  below  and  write  a  short  news  story  for  your  community  newspaper. 


What:  Used  book  sale 

When:  Saturday,  July  8,  1982,  3-6  p.m. 

Where:  Elmville  Park 

-  To  raise  money  for  Elmville  Summer  Club 
-Two  special  children’s  book  authors  will  be  there. 
-Clowns  with  balloons  will  be  there. 

-Books  will  be  sold  at  prices  up  to  $1.50 
-Many  good  children's  books 
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Summer  songs 

These  two  poems  tell  you  about  two  different  kinds  of  summer  fun.  The  poets  who  wrote  these 
two  poems  each  thought  of  something  different  about  summer. 

Cookout  night 

Paper  cups  and  paper  plates. 

Pickles  in  a  pickle  jar. 

Popcorn  in  a  crackly  bag. 

Salt  and  Pepper? 

Here  they  are. 

Paper  napkins!  Who  forgot? 

“I  didn’t,  you  did.” 

“I  did  not. 

Besides  what  difference  does  it  make? 

Look  at  all  the  grass  around 
For  wiping  hands  and  faces  on....” 

Nothing's  ever  impolite: 

Not  outdoors  on  cookout  night. 


In  summer  sand 


My  feet  are  covered 

but  what  if  I 

up  with  sand 

should  fall  asleep, 

and  now  my  legs 

the  sun  go  down 

and  now  my  hand 

and  no  one  keep 

soon  up  to  my  neck 

an  eye  for  me? 

I’ll  be 

Would  I  awake 

in  summer  sand 

(while  winds  the  evening 

beside  the  sea. 

dune  grass  shake 

It’s  dandy  lying 

and  gulls  and  stars 

hidden  here, 

go  wheeling  by 

the  noisy  laughter 

leaving  the  dark 

not  so  near, 

dark  lonesome  sky) 

a  soft  dune 

and  still  be  glad 

pillowing  my  head 

that  I  was  me? 

a  seagull,  white, 

Some  other  day 

a  far  buoy,  red  - 

I'll  wait  and  see. 

APPRECIATING  THE  CHOICE  OF  LANGUAGE 


In  “Cookout  Night,”  the  second  half  seems  to  be  a  conversation.  Write  a  paragraph  in  your  own 
words  to  tell  what  you  think  is  happening. 


Read  "In  Summer  Sand.”  The  poem  has  two  parts.  What  is  the  mam  feeling  in  the  first  four  verses 
of  the  poem? 


Circle  the  word  or  words  that  you  think  describe  best  how  the  person  in  the  poem  feels.  Then 
explain  your  choice. 


content  comfortable  unhappy 


In  the  fifth  verse  the  word  "but”  begins  the  first  line.  Why  is  that  word  important  in  the  poem? 


Circle  the  word  or  words  that  you  think  best  describe  the  person’s  feeling  in  the  last  half  of  the 
poem.  Explain  your  answer. 


worried  sleepy  afraid 
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Drowsing  and  browsing 

Summer  is  a  good  time  to  explore  the  library  to  find  good  books.  Look  at  this  poster  distributed  by 
a  library. 


We  have  Books,  Paperbacks,  Magazines,  Records  &  Cassettes 
Available  for  loan  on  your  FREE  library  card 


HOURS1 


Monday-Friday  10  a.m.  -8:30p.m. 
Saturday  9  a.m.  -5  p.m. 

Sunday  1:30  pm.-  5  pm. 

Address-  40  Orchard  View  Blvd. 
Telephone^ 484-6087/88 


Ti 

Toronto 

Public 

Library 


USING  STUDY  SKILLS 


1.  What  do  the  managers  of  the  library  want  people  to  find  out? 


2.  List  the  different  things  that  you  can  borrow  from  this  library. 


3.  What  must  you  have  in  order  to  borrow  from  this  library? 


4.  Suppose  your  school  class  wanted  to  visit  the  library.  Would  9:00  on  Tuesday  morning  be  a 
good  time  to  go?  Why  or  why  not? 


5.  Which  days  of  the  week  could  you  plan  to  go  to  the  library  after  dinner  if  you  had  dinner  at 
6:00? 


6.  Why  do  you  think  there  are  two  extra  numbers  in  the  telephone  number? 


7.  Pretend  your  friend  has  just  moved  close  to  this  library.  Use  the  information  from  this  poster  to 
write  a  paragraph  telling  him  or  her  about  the  library.  Be  sure  to  include  in  your  paragraph 
the  library  location. 
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